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Note: This synopsis of N.H. laws pertaining to private boats is offered as
a convenience to boat users and has no legal weight. There may be other
restrictions upon navigation and/or boat operation adopted since the
publication of this chart. For exact wording, refer to N.H. revised statutes
annotated.

Accident Reporting (270:1-a) Accidents involving personal injury,
death, or total damage of $500.00 or more shall be reported to the
Division of Safety Services immediately and a written report shall be filed
within ten days. Penalty for failure to do so is a misdemeanor.

Registration (270:E) All power boats and sailboats 12 feet long and
greater shall be registered in the State of New Hampshire. This includes
boats with electric motors as well as vessels documented with the U.S.
Coast Guard. These boats must also display a valid registration decal in
addition to a bow number when applicable. Any boat legally registered in
another state or foreign country may operate on N.H. waters for a period
up to 30 consecutive days before registering in N.H.

Registration, Revocation & Suspension (270-E:17) The Commissioner
of Safety may revoke or suspend any boat registration for violations of
rules or regulations, non-payment of taxes, improper operation or pend-
ing accident investigations.

R ion and Suspension of Right to Operate (270:16-b, 270:16-c)
The Director of Safety Services may revoke or suspend the privilege of
operating a boat for improper operation, violations of rules or regulations
or pending an accident investigation.

Injuring Buoys, Ob ions, Interference with a Vessel (270:26,
270:26-a) It is unlawful to interfere or tamper in any way with any buoys
or lights; to moor to any buoys or lights; to create any obstruction to nav-
igation; or to cut away or let loose a moored vessel. Penalty for doing so
it a misdemeanor.

Age of Operator (270:30) For boats greater than 25 HP, minimum age
to operate is 16, unless accompanied by a responsible adult.

Scuba Diving (270:31, 270:32, 270:32-a) A Diver's Flag extending at least
3 feet above the water surface must be displayed while scuba diving. No
boat may approach a Diver's Flag within 75 feet.

Ski Craft (270:74) All ski craft operators must be at least 16 years old and
wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket or vest (PFD). No person shall
operate a ski craft on the lakes and ponds of the state of less than 75
acres. Ski craft are further restricted on other specified lakes and ponds
of the state. Contact the New Hampshire Marine Patrol for further restric-
tions. No person shall operate a ski craft at greater than headway speed
within 300 feet of shore.

Littering (163-B) Littering is unlawful and is a misdemeanor.

Operating Boats Under Influence of Liquor or Drugs (270:48-a)
Anyone operating a boat under the influence of alcohol or a controlled
drug is guilty of a violation. Conviction can result in a fine. A one-year
revocation of the privilege to operate a boat in the state is mandatory.
Operation after revocation also constitutes a violation.

Il Equipment Requirements and Definitions

403:01 Py | Fl D
a. All recreational boats less than 16 feet in length, and all canoes,
kayaks and one-man sailboards must have one Type |, Il, Il or IV device

of a suitable size aboard for each person.

b. All recreational boats 16 feet in length and over must have one Type
I, Il or Il device of a suitable size aboard for each person and, in addi-
tion, one throwable Type IV device.

c. The Type |, Il and Ill devices shall be readily accessible to all persons
on board. The Type IV device shall be immediately available for use.

d. All the above-mentioned devices must be Coast Guard approved and

in good serviceable condition.
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403.03 Classification of Boats: The Division of Safety Services recog-
nizes and approves the following classes of power boats:
Class A Less than 16 feet in length
Class | 16 feet to less than 26 feet in length
Class Il 26 feet to less than 40 feet in length
Class Il 40 feet and over in length

403.05 Fire Extinguishers: Every motorboat shall be provided with such
number, size, and type of fire extinguishers approved by the United
States Coast Guard, as set forth below, which are capable of prompt-
ly and effectually extinguishing burning gasoline. Said extinguishers
shall be kept in condition for immediate use and so placed as to be
readily accessible at all times. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to motorboats propelled by outboard motors while competing in
any authorized race or such use as is incidental to tuning up of such
boats and motors for the race.

a. Minimum Number of B-1 Hand Portable Fire Extinguishers Required
(One B-2 hand portable fire extinguisher may substitute for two B-1
hand portable fire extinguishers):

Class of No Fixed Fire Fixed Fire
Motorboat Extinguishing Extinguishing
System in System in
Machinery Spaces Machinery Spaces
A 1 0
| 1 0
I 2 i
1] 3 2
b. Fire Extinguisher Classification:

Classification Foam Carbon Dry Freon
Tvpe Size (Gallons) Dioxide Chemicale  (Pounds)
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