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" member of the group, that started the enterprise. .

" Birch Islend

B 11
AN Acconnr |
of thev: o
_ ORGANIZATION and DEVELOPMENT
‘ of thev'
' BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COMPANY
LAKE HINNEPESAUKEB
"." NEW HANPSHIRE L
1936
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I have compiled this account from many sources and from many individuals

It would never: have been completed but for the untiring help and interest -
of Mr. William I. Nard. His firsthand knowledge of all ‘the original facts

_and his keen and accurate memory have been patiently and w1th painstaking“

devotion placed at the service of the effort to gather the material and

put’ it into shape before it was too late. CMr. Ward is the last surviving

July 1, 1936

*;******,

0 Christ' it is a goodly sight to see -
what 'Feaven hath done for this delicious land.

' Childe Harold's Pilgrimage ..

__Lord Byron . o
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SUNSET 'ACROSS THE BROADS ..

v T

e
';Have”ﬁbﬁ'seén'thé““smiié of,God;", 

girt about by mountain shores

‘With Lts Islands, Hills, and Silence; .

~and eternal out-of-doors, -
Where: the verdant round of forest
. . meets the coming of the day,
~Where the fleecy clouds of Summer
on the sky-line melt .away, o
not an ounce of trouble

and there's
 ANYWHERE? . 0

- Where the loon-cry in the morning

.~ will be sounding at the door.

With the whisper of the west wingd,

: and the swish along the shore:

Where the mighty voice of thunder
rumbles down the valley dim, .

And the beauty of the sunset = '
.leads our tranquil thoughts to Him.

Where‘thegstars‘are5shiningibrightly -

'ME FOR THERE!




 HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF BIRCH lSLAND

Between the yeare 1880 and 1885 a group of Methodist ministere from southern New England were
accustomed to go, during succwvssive summers, on vacation tripe to Lake Winnepesaukee in the S
State of New Hampshlre, making temporary camps at various convenlent p01nte. ' e

In the year 1886 two of them - Walter J. Yates and George: H. Bates'- purchased from mrs.
. Charles F. Brown of Lekeport, New Hampshire, the small island known as "Belknap" Island, each-
- . of them acquiring an undivided half ownerahip.‘ ‘The record of the deed at the County Regietry
is: : T g B SRR .
Ellen R. Brown
' e tor ‘ ‘

. Martha B. Yates and. George H. Betes

"Steamboat" Island. Dated September 2, 1886.

(This island has been variouely called - sometimes "STEANBOAT" - sometimes "BELKhAP."‘ The
reason seems to be: - In 1848 the first steamboat’ on the Lake, called."Belknap", ‘was run ashore
end wrecked and went to pieces off the northeast end of this island.. On'a ¢alm ‘day her tim-

- bers may still be seen half buried on the bottom of the Lake. Since then the island seems to

have been called as:individual fancy directs - "Steamboat" ‘or "Belknap." The present owner, -
Mr. W. E. Tucker, has edopted the name "Steamboat" and that will probably henceforth be the S
official name thereof.) . 4 o

For several years thereafter, Mr. Bates and. his family lived during -vacation days in tents on
the northern half of this island, while the Yates family built and occupied a wooden lodge on
the southern shore. 1In the Spring of 1893 Mr. Bates, having purchased another small island
(for some time known as "Little Three Mile", but afterward called "Hawkee Nest"), §0ld his °
share of Steamboat Island to Mr. Yates. ~

The‘record at the Belknap County Registry at‘Laconia is:

George H. Bates
to .
Welter J. Yates
Undivided half of Steambosat Islend
Dated September 7, 1893

About this time, or possibly a little earlier, Mr. Yates, w1sh1ng to protect himself egelnst

1the possibility of undesirable neighbors on Birch Island, which was near by end for sale, ob-
‘tained from the owner, Mrs- Charles F. Brown, to whom reference has been made, an option on- -

- Birch Island which was to hold for a certain specified period of time. The purchase. price, in
_case . Mr. Yates should take up the option, was to be &l 200. : ‘:" P

In the early pert of this year, 1893, Rev. bllliem I. Viard, then Pastor of the Methodist
‘Church in Nientic, Connecticut, having heard attractive descriptions of the Lake reglon and
knowing something of Mr. Yates® . experience there, made ‘some careful inquiries of him concern-
ing the Lake and the conditions of camp life. . Out of this investigation, there slowly grew. a
. plen to bring together a sufficient number, of congenial femihes who would acqulre B1rch Island
vujand establish there a colony of summer homes.f ; : ‘ .

By mid -summer of the year 1893 the followxng persons'

Walter J. Yates and his w1fe, Marthe B. Yates, of New London, Connecticut
Winslow V. Avery and his wife, Marv A. Avery, of Plymouth Massachusetts , R
~Wiltliam=I. -Ward-and-his- ‘wife,-Emma L. Ward,:of-Niantic, Connecticut-r=-=r mmr=rrmmmm—rio
Edward Luce and his wife, Susan K. Luce,,of Nientic,rConnecticut .
’ Mary J.«Rogers of New London, Connecticut

o had organized themselves into a Company bearing ‘the neme, BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COMPANY end F



became incorporated under the.lqﬁs of the State 6f\Connecticut.‘fThe;Secrgtary of the Sﬁaté?“
thus writes under date ‘of May 13, 1936: s i ST T o ‘

"The Birch Island Camp Company is a Gorporation without capital stock and its -
"Articles of Association were approved.by this office August 12, 1893. The sub- ' : ..~
scribers were: . . o . : ‘ S L
. ’ Pres. Walter J. Yates -

. , i Secy. William.D. Ward*
«(Evidently this should be Williem I. Ward.)

This Corporation ordered the purchase-of BircH Island at;the‘price agreed upon in the optidn
held by Mr. Yates. A committee consisting of Captain Luce, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Yates, were ap- .
pointed to visit the islend, make a careful and exhaustive examination of the -property, and if

- everything was found satisfectory they were authorized to complete the deal with Mrs. Brown. .

This .committee, having performed its'éppointtd;dutieé and being entirely satisfied as to the
. “value of the property,.and convinced of the desirability-of establishing a colony of “summer.
_homes on Birch Island, completed the deal with Mrs. Brown as they were authorized to do. The
record of the deed at the County Registry in Laconia is: = R Cow .

Ellen R. Browmn - .
to- -

* “Birch Island Camp - Company ﬂ . R
Birch Islend. - Dated August 3,,1893.;,‘

‘Mr. and Mrs.vYafes, who  already oﬁned’Sféﬁmboa£ IB1And,fagf§qd thht‘this iélqnd §hoﬁ1d beéomé"‘: :
an integral part of the Company property and should share in all the privileges}A:equnsibilib
ties'and obligations of the Company.. ° ‘ ‘ : ‘ i ) :
As soon as necessary. arrangements could be,made,;Biréh Island was surveyed, May 3, 1894, by . -
Charles H. Sleeper of Gilford, and the lots laid out and marked with proper bound 'stones as .

directed by the Company.

There were to be twelve building lots, each to contain approximately one acre and to have ‘ample’
shore frontege. These lots were to be so arranged, that the narrow, curving peninsule at the S
east end of the island, which nearly incloses the water known .es the "Lagoon" should remain in
possession of the Company as "Gommon Land", as should also & strip of land extending westerly
. from the shore of the Lagoon through the center of the i1sland until it should meet the. easterly
" boundary of the two lots at the western end of the Island, thus establishing a "neutral cor- .
“ridor" belonging to the Company,' and making it possible'for‘thévbﬁhers or occupants of ‘the 7 :
several lots, to pass without trespassing to any other 1Ot,{orvtdgtheVLagooh“andbbathing~beach‘~
on the southern shore.  The winter fishing camp, often spoken ofxas~"Thé101d,Camp",ﬁWHich;had :
. been built a number of years previously by other ovmers of the island, was also reserved-as.. =
Company property together with the 1and immediately around it, with a strip extending northerly -
from the water and the "big ledge” on the south side of the island to the "neutral corridor” .-
running through the -center of the island. The purpose of this was to.afford free access from
onch lot to the steamboat wharf which it was proposed to build at ‘the site of the "big ledge™ '
on the southern side of the island.: L R CTI HURE R TR o

s it A e e T




ALLOCAYTON OF LOYS

By the survey of the island by Mr. Sleeper in 1894, the island’ waa divided iuto twelve lots ae :

-ordered by the Company. Each lot contained "about one acre" except the lot lying north end-

east from the "0ld Camp", which containen one and one-half acres.- The lots were priced at
£#100 and so s0ld except the larger lot which was priced at $150. ; ' '

.Each member purchased a lot:

Mr. and Mrs. Ward

Mr. and Mrs. Avery

Capt. and Mrs. Luce

Nrs. Rogers, -who took the acre and one-half lot :
Mr. and Lrs. Yates, already owning the two' lots on Steamboat Ieland

This left five lots unoold on Birch Island

I do not knOW'the method of the original ‘choice and distribution. This, however, . is perfectly‘

true.  Each owner at the beginning, and each successive owner, has been absolutely sure that-
his lot was the best . situated with the most beautiful outlook, the purest air, the coolest i
breezes,. the most genial .sunshine, and from which was the shortest ‘possible distance to Heaven,

‘To establish this beyond argument .or controversy, you have only to accept the individual.

oxmer'° invitation to stand on his piazza and L 0 0K 1 QUOD EST DEMONSTRANDUM.

The sale of these lots prov1ded more than half the money needed for the - purohase of the island.
Enough money to complete the transaction was borrowed from MNrs. Luce, who gave the Company
very easy terms for the loan. This loan was cancelled within a fow years after the remaining
lots were sold. ' T . C g . ‘

Yhen the Company'was_organized; the disposition‘of fhe lots Was'ae follows:

‘Lot No..1l. MNrs. Rogers
o . 2. Captain Luce .
3. Held by the Company
4. Held by the. Company. :
.5+ Captain Luce_ .
“6+ Mr. Ward
7. Mrs. Ward o
- '8+ Held by the" Company“.
9. Held by the Company
10. Held by the Company
11. Mr. Avery ° :
12+ Mrs. Avery

Steamboat Island - Mr. Yates

The location of these lots can be ssen by referring to the mape.
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The origin
- follows:

IT.

~III.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION AND INCORPORATION -
ol the Blrch Island Camp Company .-

BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COMPANY

Articles of Association .
We, the undersigned, associate ourselves together under the name and'style—offBifoh ‘
Island Camp Company, for the purpose of forming Camp- and - Cottage homes. on Birch and
Belknap Islgnd§,~so called, in Lake Winnepesaukee, New Hampshire.: : 2 g

Wl .

This Company éhall be cohposed of -the owﬁera of buildings and camping sites on:the

- above mentioned Birch and Belknap Islands. .In the meetings of the Company the mem-

bers shall be entitled to one vote for each lot owned by them individually.

The officers of the,Coﬁpany shall be’A Président;’a’Secfefﬁry, a Treasurer,wWhom,

shall be elected annually and shall hold office for one. year or until their succesfiyryﬁ

sors are elected.  The duties of these officers shall be such as usually appertain

‘to such officers. *

The amual meeting of thé‘Company shall be held in New London, Connecticut, in the

month of July at the call of the President. ‘Other meetings shall be held.at such

_times and ‘places as circumstanc63~may’}equire,'at'the call of the President, or upon

i the request of any five members of the Company. ~All members shall be notified of -

vI.

VIIJ
. choose; provided there shall be no felling of timber and general clearing of ‘land.as

V.

the meetings by the Secretary. At any meeting the votes may be cast in person or by

proxy. - - -

This Company shall pu:qhase Bifch4Island,'in Laké'Winhépeéaukée,fNéﬁ[ﬁampshire. of

the land in this Island twelve (12) mcres shall be platted into twelve (12) lots of
one acre each for building or camping sites,.each of which lots shall extend from

al“Articigs of ﬁssociafioﬁ aﬁd'Inoorboigtiéﬁ‘ﬁnderAthe'1aws offCothétiéﬁt were ‘as

N

the shore to 'the common land hereinafter desoribed. ' These lots shall be conveyed in ..

fee simple to the members of the Company. The remainder ‘of the Island, consisting
of eight (8) acres, more or less, with the house and barn now standing on the island .

. shall always be held as the undivigded common property of the Company.

In case any member of the Company wishes to sell his property he shall secure the ap- ::
proval of the Company to such sale, or shall offer the property to the Company at the
" market price of the same. 'In case of disagreement as to the market value the question
shall be settled by three arbitrators, one to be chosen by the member and one by the ...
“Compeny and these two to choose the third. - e S

Each member shall be at liberty to make such improvement,oﬁ'his own lot as he may

shall destroy its use and beauty as a place of residence and pleasure resort, or de-
tract from the value ‘of oth

- lots are for the specific purpose of forming a Camp and Cottage Colony for .the

| VIIL.

IX.

femilies of the-owners, and not .for commercial, speculative or other purposes, but
the common property of the Company shall be under the sole chargq‘and‘oversight,;forfv

improvement, of an agent.elected by the Company. °

No intoxicating liquors 'shall ever be mﬁnufactuééd; 1anded or sold on these Isléndé
for use as a beverage. PR ~ e oo ST . o

An-ennual assessment, not to exceed $5 per lot, may be levied upon each member for

' the payment of taxes and common expenses and improvements of the property of the ' -
" Company. All other assessments and expenditures shall be by unanimous consent of the ..

- members of the Company.

er lots for the same purpose; it bgihg;agtﬂed,that;hheaaﬂ,__;,{ f'



X. The Secretary shall keep a book in which: shall ‘be " preserved a ‘plat of ‘the property, L
together with a'record of the ownership of private lots and all transfer of the same ‘

XI. The Company ‘shall adopt By-lawe fcr 1ts government. o

XII Amendments and alterations to these Articles may be made at any meeting of the
-Company by a two-thirds vote, prev1ous notice of proposed changes having been given
to each member. - . ‘ :

’ Because of a change of residence and a more widely distributed ownership of lots it became
,,increa31ngly difficult’ ‘as8 the years went by to got a quorum of owners together for the annual
meeting of the Company in the State of Connecticut.,‘ L

Accordingly, the Company was reorganized and 1ncorporated under the laws of the State of New
_Hampshire so that the ennual’ ‘meeting might be held on Birch Island on some .date when a. ‘
majority of the OWners were present. s :

'Ihe Articles of agreement and re—incorporation under thevlawstdfsﬁew:Hampshire,were'anfollows:*‘

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FOR A VOLUNTARY CORPORATION f

We, the undersigned persons “of. lawful age, do hereby associate ourselves together for the

purpose of forndng e Corporation, under the: provisions of Chapter 147, of the Public Statutes A

of the State. of New Hampshire, by the follow1ng articles of agreement.

ARTICLE I. ﬁ‘The neme of this Corporation shall be the Birch Island Camp Company of New
e LT Hampshire.,‘ T . Sl ,

ARTICLE'II.*_The obJect for which the Corporation is established is to maintain summer homes e
' on Bireh and Belknep Islands, .sitvated in Lake Winnepesaukee, in . the town of
Gilford in the-County of Belknap and State of New Hanpshire, and to -promote the general

common interests of owners of lots of land on said islands; to purchase, hold and convey such.
‘real estate, and personal. estate as may be necessary for the business of the corporation, and | .
. to do and perform such other. business as may from time to’ time be necessary, conveniently con- .
nected therewith.i : , BT ~ i

ARTICLEalll‘HIhe plaee—in—which-the bu81ness of the. Gorporation shall-be carried ~on* shall‘be :
“in the town of Gilford in the County ‘of Belknap and’ State of New Hampshire.

ARTICLE IV.A The first meeting of the corporation shall be held at the house of William I.
. Ward,: on Birch Island, in the town of.Gilford, County of Belknap .and’ State of
New Famnshire on the 29th day of August A D., 1910, at 2 SO o clock in the: afternoon.ﬁ

Dated at Gilford New Hampshire, this seventeenth day of August Al D. 1910.

L NmMES et G " 'RESIDENCE
Walter J. Gates - <7t ptlanta,- Georgia .
_Robert F. Raymond . SO . . Newton, Mass. . . .
" William T. Ward: - 7 . Providence, R..TI. . .
" Paysoen W. Lyman’ o .. Fall River, Masse oo
Emery C. Bradford " - .. .. East Weymouth, Mass. 7 .- L
Zlmer B. Sherman .° > > .. .. 118 Highland St., Roxburj, Mass.fflpf

Vary Al Avery R IS Plymouth Vass.,f



State of New Hampshire, ; -
Office of Secretary of State,’
Concord August 24 .1910.

A true ' record: :
o . Edward N. Rearson
N ’ Secretary of . State. ¥

(The above is a copy of .the photo-record sent me by the office of the Secretary of State,
June 18,:1936. Ev1dently two names are wrong - should be “alter Je Yates, Emery L. Bradford ) .

(1t will be noticed that these articles of agreement are qu1te differunt from the origlnal o
under which the company was formed.) G . SR ‘ . :

At the first.meeting of;the new company, the follewing by-laws‘were adopted:

-

: BY LAWS OF THE BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COLPANY
L PR OF NEW- HAMPSHIRE RS

ARTICLE I. Officers and ‘Their Duties.‘ -
’ . The Officers of the Company shall be:.
‘ e A President .- ‘
Clerk -
" Treasurer

.Agent

.Board of * Seven Directors

;These Officers shall be elected at the Annual Aeetiné of the Corporatlon and shall hold office
for one year and until their successors are elected and qualified. The duties of these'
offlcers shall be as usually appertaln to such officers. S B B

"The Board of Directors shall. also constltnte an Executlve Committee and shall have charge of o
maintaining ‘good order and sanitary conditions on the Island and in all ‘the camps and make and’
‘issue all necessary rules and- regulations to enforce the same. ;

The Clerk shall keep a plat. of t}e Island;show1ng the boundarles of the Corporation, and o
property»of—all—the—private-lets, -and - -a recordnof the~ownership of the lots ~and-all’ transfers‘
of the same._f . . ) . . . AR R > : PR : o
X,ARTICLE I1.0 Membership. S N - L :

' A person shall become a member of thls Company as soon as ‘he shall Slbn the By-
laws .and produce.to the Clerk a deed or ‘other. satisfactory ev1dence of his ownership of a: lot
on Birch or Belknap Island.

ARTICLE 111, Meetlnﬁs." ' ' ' L
The Annual Meeting shall be held on Birch Island in Leke Ninnepesaukee,,ln the
town of Gilford, New Hampshire, on‘the first Thursday of August 1n each year..,~ i .

.Special meetings may be called at any time and place by the Pr931dent, or~cnkthe request of any .
‘five: members of the Corporatlon. Lo

‘A quorum.shall consist of at least five members personally present._ At 211 meetings absent
B members may be represented by proxy. - : T IR o



Notice of all meetlnbs shall be given by the Clerz and not ! less than seven days notlce shall a
be glven of all meetlngs.f:. L , . : . N

"ARTICLE IV. Lots and Their Improvement. o i ' ‘
'Each member shall be at .liberty to make such improvements on his ovm ‘lot as he may

echoose, provided there shall be no such’ ‘felling of trees or general clearing of land’as shall Lo

do away with the character as forest. land, or-destroy:its usefulness and’ natural beauty as a
. place of residence and pleasure resort, or detract from the pleasure of other lots for the.

same purpose. It being agreed that these lots are acqulred and held forthe ‘specific purpose ;”;
+of maintaining summer homes for the families of the owners, and ‘not for commercial, specula-\ip -

':'tlve, or other business purposes.vs'rhi
The number of lots suall not be 1ncreased beyond fourteen on Birch Island and two on“ Belknap .-
- Islang, and no more than one resldence or camp shqll be built on ‘each lot. B S

: ARTICLE V. Assessments.

An snnual assessment not to exceed ¢5. OO per 1ot may ‘be levied upon the members offﬁiy

thls Corporatlon for the payment . of taxes upon Corporatlon common land. end of ordinary ex- .
pen:es in improvements of the Corooratlon. , o ‘

g At the Annual Meetlnr Aubust 4, 1923 'this Artlcle was regularly amended
by str1]~:1nrr out the words "NOT T0 EXCEED %5 OO PER LOT R

ARTICLE VI. Amendments o 3 : S : B

: : © * “Amendments and alteratlons in- these By-laws may be made at any meetln, of the
Corporatlon by ‘a two-thirds vote, notice of the proposed amendment for alteratlon hav1ng ‘been
given in, wrlting to each member in the call for the meetlng. : :

In the Records of the Annual Meetlng heLi Aubust 3 1911 there 1s th1s item:

The Pres1dent then made a statement coverlns the action of the B1rch Island Canp Corpany of
“Conneoticut. transferring its property, rights,’ privileges, resouroces-and ‘liabilities to thek R
Birch Island.Camp. Company of New Hampshire. Yihich -was- ordered placel on file with the papers e
of ‘the Company. ™ T S : R , U

.. The Prcs1dent also handed over tne original deed of the Island recorded in Belknap County
' Records, Book 90 page ‘156, [RRE Ut

Y P no
JEPRA, L= U, ki e DU S

V‘Also the Artlcles, A Qult-clalm Deed, executed by him in accordance w1th the vote of “the
" Birch: Island Camp Company.of" Connecticut, transferring said Island to the Birch Island Camp
Comnany of New Hampshire, : recorded in Belknap County Records, Vol 131 page 492, .

It was voted that the se papers be deolared satisfactory and t}at they be kept on: flle w1th thergsf
papers of the Company at the Clerk's office.' ~ _ e S



'BUILDING OF YHE CAMPS -

The Island was orizinally laid out with twelve lots. Two have since been added. Lot No. 5,

first owned by Captain Luce, was divided on account of the controversy. over the Everett Camp's -
having been built thereon. Then, that part of the “"Common Land" at the head of the main dock :
(on which there was a small building called the "Old Camp", at the timé the Island was bought) | &9
was set ofl as & small individual lot {somewhere about I906)- and sold to Captain Luce. . There

are at this time, 1936, fourteen camps on Birch Island and one on Steamboat Island. =

_As near as can he determined, the félloﬁ?nsﬂis a briefﬁédcoﬁnt‘of-thé”date‘Andﬁo?de?,quthe,ft-

erection and ownership of the ‘various. camps:

‘@THE‘ OLD CAMP (Lot No. 14) Se= P9 " A D P T
On thre'island at time of purchase, there was a small building. Owned by -the Company. - Some-
what improved and rented by the Company to various persons. ‘After Captain Luce bought it
he further improved it and rented it for several years to Mr. Scoby of Montolair, New =~ .
Jersey. Mr. Scoby later established his summer home on Moultonborough Neck in the section
* kmown as "The Gold Coast." 1In 1920, Dr. A. W. Tucker of Lynn, Massachusetts, bought this
lot, greatly improved the building and furnished it with "modern equipment." This was the
first camp with private electric lighting and power outfit. e T : '

2. THE WARD CAMP (Lot ‘No. 6) - T A e e R S
-This was the first new camp built on the island - built in 1894 - which Mr. Ward named = .
"Camp Passaconaway." The.camp has twice been enlarged by additions.. Mr. Ward continued to
owmn it until he became the last of the original incorporators remaining in membership of
the Company. 1In 1928, he sold the cemp to Mr: W. H. Tinker of Kontclair, New Jersey.

¥r. Ward thus narrates the g:rival‘qf'himsqlf AQd’famiiy'whenvthey caﬁs fof their firSf o
camping summer:’ . . SR , e S v

. "Having built ‘the original small cottage, which I oalled Camp Passaconaway, ‘early in the
season of 1894, I brought my family for a three weeks' stay in the camp early in August. The
last stage of the “journey.was memorable. " Tihen we left Jolly Island wharg our row boat was

. well filled. In it were Mrs. Ward, her sister, Mrs. Austin, two children, (one a baby of four

- months and the.other just two years older) a good sized trunk, various hand bags, "and a lot of

housekeeping utensilS’and provisions. ' Of course, I was there too, for' I was the oarsman. - -

"All went well until we:passed the camp now.owned and ococupied by Mr. A. L. Holmes. Then we :

~met a strong northwest wind, against which I pulled HARD, until we were .off the west end of .
our isl&nd.e_Axmthat_tima;wihsrelwas_no"dock,ievenzfpr-smalljboats, on?Birch"Islapdv~¥It~was"fj"; s
more than a year later that I built the first ome - a small landing at the rocky shore in ' :
front of my camp and the forerunner of a more substantial one which was constructed a little =

- later. - The best landing place in the year mentioned, was at the small sandy beach beside the

- "big ledge" in front of the 0ld Camp, but to carry little children and a big trunk over a

~rough and narrow footpath which ran through the thick underbrush to Camp Passaconawany was too

much of a task. That path had been made by the carpenters who built my cottage, walking-to and
from the 0ld .Camp in which they had lived while ‘doing the work. To guard against losing their

way they hadimarked'it by nailing shingles on trees by the way. ‘We could not land. on the rocks
in front of our own place because of the driving wind and the pounding waves. The best. that
could be done was to run the bow'of the boat up on the pebbly beach near where -Camp Moosilauke  °
was built the next year. Of course, the waves drove straight over the stern of the boat and
began to spill over it at once. " Only a hurried scramble got us ashore without serious wetting.

"Then we picked our way, not too easily, through the trees and bushes and over the rocks,
carrying the children in our arms, and returning to get the trunk by the “"end-over-end" process
and to lug the bags and supplies to the three-room house which was waiting. for us. It was S
. quite hidden among the trees. One passing in a boat needed to look:sharply to discern it, and -
we oould not see much of the water from the front door until the underbrush had been cut away:



and the lower branohes of the trees had been removed. We surely had to rough it"'that first

- B

“luntil 1923 when she sold it to Mr- William E. Tucker of New York.',.

: summer, but it was. e good beginning of many happy days spent at a 1ovely summer home v

THE ROGERS 'CAMP (Lot Yo. 1) . ; “ & : ERe
A 1ittle later in the- summer of 1894 Mrs. Rogers built a camp on: her lot which she owned

_‘B

,THE FIRST LUCE CAMP (Lot No. 5)

- In the Spring’ of 1895 Mrs. Luce built a. oamp on her lot at the eouthwest end of the island,;k

naming it "Camp Moosilauke." ' This cemp was located quite near. the little. pebbly beach which’

+1s bisected by the boundary line between this lot ‘of Mrs. Luce’ and the: 1ot owned . by Mr. Ward.]«~
on which Camp Passaconawny was built.. Mrs. Luce continued to own this- oamp until 1912 when '

~ she sold it to Mrs. Jo R.” D. 01dham of East Providence, Rhode«Island. .

'THE FIRST EVERETT CAMP (Lot No. 5, afterwarde divided and numbered 13)

The next year, 1896, saw another oottage ereoted on Mrs. ‘Luce's lot.. . Thlﬂ was in. conflict e
with an agreement among the _members of the Company that only" one oottage should be built on 2
each lot. This disregard of the verbal agreement came about in thls way.,, ; B

The lot on the south side of the risland adgoining this lot of Mrs. Luce had been purchased

- by Rev. Thomas J.,Everett then.of New Bedford, Massachusetts. While considering the. lo-

_cation of their camp ‘on this lot Mrs. ‘Everett, who realized at once the very-much-to-be-"

desired cornmer of the Luce lot which joined her own ‘land and- from which a sandy point’ ex—‘,,‘,‘
tended into the water from which Mount Washington oould be seen, expreseed to Mrs. Luce
that her camp might be built’ on this spoti.. Out of ‘the casual oconversation which ensued
came the permission from Mrs. Luce, who was’ .one of the most ‘generous ‘and: kindly persons,’ to,
allow the Everett camp. to ‘be built on this attractive spot. And it was agreed that the

" boundary line between the two lots be changed, giving thée Everett lot a small part of the

Luce ‘lot. The first Everett camp was bullt in acoordance with: this friendly agreement..,
This arrangement proved to be very much opposed by ‘some members of the: Company and was thefv
occasion of considerable bickering Truly St. James was. right - "Behold -how great a ’
matter a little fire kindleth. - ; ) =

~ The Everetts, possessing a quiet and magnanimous spirit, s00n sold this first, camp of theirs.l/

to Captain Luce. Some. time afterward, however, this Luce. lot ‘was .divided by ‘the: consent of’
all concerned, new bounds were established, and the southern part including the camp built,
by the Everetts, was sold to Mrs. Charles E. Hancock .of Providence, Rhode Island., By her ,
the.cmmxmnsnmmmmL—Ardenweld.wd—--jﬁ~ e et s e R i e e e

b T .‘ < .' B ’/ . .,___"\

Some years later,,when the Hancock family had eatabliahed a new summer home on Moulton-

borough'Neck, Mrs. Hancock sold this Birch Island. cemp to-Mr. J. R..D. Oldham.," By him-the

- camp was re-named "Camp Pasquaney" meaning "The Place of the’ Birch Bark.pu Ihe original

Luce lot thus became once more in the possession of one family. f"'

THE AVERY CAMP (Lot No. 12)

In the summer of 1896 Mrs. Avery, who had built a small camp the previous year, put up the
permanent camp which she named, ‘"Rock Pine Lodge." This’ is “the lot No. 'l on the north side
of the island nearest the lagoon. After the decease of Mrs. Avery the property. came 1nto ‘

~ the p0536831on of her son, Maroellus C. Avery of Long Island City, ‘New York.

THE FORD CAMP. (Lot No. 8)

In 1897 HMr. Myron P. Ford of East Weymouth Massachusetts, became a member of the Company by J
buying a lot on the north side of the island. This'is the" second 1ot east-of the Ward lot '
on which Passaconaway was built.” “Mr. Ford built his .eamp the same summer . which he called

- "Camp ‘essagusset." After the title to thias camp had changed hands. several times within

the Ford fmmily, it was finally ‘80ld to Mr. W. L. Rioe of Providence, Rhode Island. Mr. Rioe{' :

B -10-



remodelled and groatly énlafged the camp. - Afteratherdéafh of‘Mr;\Rico, thd‘baﬁp wadlsolq ‘
to Mr. E. F. Morgan of Providence, Rhode‘Ialand;;er. Morgan has renamed the camp . :

"Narragansett."

8. THE SPEAR CAMP (Lot No. 3)’ FETI A SL C T
In September, 1896, Rev. Francis H. Spear, then living in Attawaugan, annecticut, bought -

~ the lot on the south side of the island mext to the Everett lot. ' As mnear.as can be estab-

lished, he’ built a camp on this lot in the yoar 1899, calling it "The Hemlocks." . Some years . -

later Mr. Spear.sold this camp to Judge Robert F. Raymond of Newton Centre, Massachusetts.
In 1822, this camp was bought by Rev.. K. thForbes,;thenVliving»in Roxbury,: Massachusetts. o

9. THE SECOND EVEREIT CAMP (Lot No. 4) Coe CUTEEEE R I, .
In 1901 Mr. Everett built a camp on his original lot. :He ocoupied it for a few years, then,
having moved Vest, he rented the camp for ‘a number of seasons. In 1917 he sold to Mrs. o
Williem F. Buck of Melrose Highlands, Mpasachusétth,&‘During her ownership the camp has been’

enlarged and improved.

10. THE SECOND LUCE CAMP (Lot No. 2) B RS I AN NI et
One -of the lots originally selected and bought by Captain Luce is on.the south side of the
island.  This lot was unimproved until 1903 when Captain Luce built a cemp thereon which- he
called "Camp Niantic." After the death of Captain Luce, this camp was:bought . by ‘Mr. Harry"
- G. Thompson, of Melross, Massachusetts."It is now owned by his daughter, ‘Mrs. Virginia
Walsh. - s o e L RN s o

‘For some ten years after the formation of the Company the four lots on the north side of the
island ‘were unoccupied. The lot farthest east, next Rook Pine Lodge, was owned by Mr. Avery.
The next two lots to the northwest were owned by the "Presby Brothers" who seem never to have
taken any interest in their islend property. ' The other unoccupied lot was owned by Mrs. Ward
.e.nd.lay‘ between the Ford lot and Camp Passaconaway. T L T e e

11.- TEE-BRADFORD CAMP (Lot No. 11 , , SR L A
©In 1803, Emery L. Bradford, then living in East Weymouth, Massachusetts, rented the Ford
camp for his.summer wvacation. During the summer, Mr. Elmer E. Sherman, then Superintendent.
of the Weymouth schools, mas the guest of Mr..Bradford for & number -of .days.:.” Both men were
looking for. a place to establish a permanent summer homs, and both wore groatly taken with
- 'the situation and conditions at Birch Island. S ‘ A T e

in the Spring of 1904,'which heﬂcdiled»_i

wiia s

Mr. Bradford bought the Avery lot’ and built his camp

- "Maple Point Camp." There was at this time, and for many previous years, & large maple tree .

growing out of the cleft in the big rook on the shore of the lot and. the ‘point ‘of land had

long been kriown as "Maple Point." Mr. Bradford owned and occupied the camp until 1930, when, ..

upon her marriage, the property came into the possession of his daughter, Mrs. Ruth (Brad-
- ford) Canterbury. - o : S e T FRREE T S

12. THE SHERMAN CAMP (Lot No..7) = e T e e T S
Mr. Sherman bought Mrs. Ward's ‘lot and built his camp in 1905, ‘calling it "Camp Maskwamozi." '

After Mr. Sherman's death, the property came into possession of his son, Mr. James Sherman.

13..THE WALTIR CAMP (Lot No. ) - = . -~ = . " R T T S :
In- 1904, Mrs. E. H. Walter, & resident of one of the suburbg of Providence, Rhode Island, -
.became the ‘owner of the lot next east of the Ford lot. She built a camp ‘thereon and called
it "Camp Pequawket."™ 'Afterward & Mr. Richard owned this cemp for a number of years, -selling

it in 1934 to Prof. ClarenceuP.;Shedd,abf New Haven,'Conpectiéut.V:‘;’

14. THE LYMAN CAMP (Lot No. 10): R A R -
The lot between the Bradford and Shedd lots was bought by Mr. Spear who at that time owned




the "Hemlocks" on the south side of the island. He sold it in 1904 to Rev. Payson Vi,
. -Lyman' of ‘Fall .River, Massachusetts. Mr.-Lyman built his camp in 1905~ and occupied: it
until his death. - Since then the. camp has been occupied by his: son, E.. R.. Lyman of %oburn,
Massachusetts, who ‘has. greatly improved and made additions ‘to. the. camp.

a,f15.'.TIIE TUCKER CAMP (Lot No. 15 - Stee.rr‘boat) oo B e
Steamboat: Island, which beceme an ‘integral:part. of the Birch Island Camp Company at the
time of its orgamization by agreement ‘with the then owner, Walter J. Yates, came-into the
‘poesession of his ‘son,. Howard D.- Yates, after his father's death.x he sold the island in:

. 1933 to Mr. William E. Tucker, of New York City. ’Mr. Tucker removed-the camp built by

Mr. Yates and built a larger and more modern structure. He also built: the long-desired
-bridge across "the gap" connecting Steamboat Island with Blrch Island.4

‘ :The'present ownerehip of the lots,bJuly 1936 is as’ follows

Lot ‘No. 1. Nr.‘n. E. Tucker ;,7‘ - :
e 2. ‘Nrs. ‘Virginia Thompson %alsh
.8+ .Rev. K.’ 'R.-Forbes -
7 44 Mrs. W, F. Buck i
"28e Mrs. J.Re Oldham
B4 Mr. W. E. Tlnker S
© T+ -Mr. James Sherman .
) 8 . : M!‘- En B Fn . Morgm
*:.9% - Prof. 'C.:P. Shedd - ST
. - 10. Estate of Rev. P, W. Lyman .
.11, Mrs. Ruth Bradford Canterbury ;
12.Mr. M. C. Avery
13.: Mr-,J. ‘Re Do Oléhem -
~14. .Dr..A. W. Tucker R =
15 or Steamboat Island - Mr. h. E« Tucker Co

(The locatlon of these lots can be seen by referr*ng to the map)




" OWNERSHIP OF LOTS

The following is a 1ist of the various lots with the changes in'ownerenip that“have'occunred'~:

up to July 1836;:

Lot‘No{

1.

2.

3.

v4.

5.

6.

7.

9 . .

10.

11.

‘ 12.

130

‘ The Birch Island Camp Company oy

‘Mrs. Rogers
- Sold to Mr. William E.- Tucker in 1923 and now occupied by Mr. Elmer
‘Tucker. .

Captain Luce

Sold to ¥r. H. G. Thompson in 1917. Now'owned by his daughter, Nrs.
Virginia (Thompson) Walsh.. : - : o

The Birch Island"Camp Company
Sold to Rev. F. H. Spear in 1898.
.Sold to Judge R. F. Raymond in 1908.
Sold to Rev. K. R. Forbes in lsz2z.

Sold to Rev. T. J. Everett in";ess.
- Sold‘to Mrs. W. F. Buck in-1927.:

Captain Luce
This lot:was entangled in the "Everett Controversy. v It was finally

" subdivided making an-: addltlonal lot on which the first Everett camp was
built. This second lot was sold by Captain: Luce to Mrs. Charles E.
Hancock. Mrs. Hancock sold it to Mr. J. P. D. Oldham.

Rev. Rllllam I. hard
Sold to Mr. ¥. H. Tlnker in 1928.

Mre. William I. Ward
Sold to Mr. E. E. Sherman in 1905.
. Now owned by his son, Jamee Sherman

Thﬁ_Blrthlsland Camp . Company.e;.,hbn RS ‘ i i e e

Sold to Mr. Myror i. ¥ord in 1897. Owned by various members of the
Ford femily. Finally sold to Mr. W. L. Rice, and by his widow to.
Mr. E. F. Morgan. - .

The Blrch Island Camp Company -
Sold to "Presby Brothers." Sold to Mrs. E. F. Walter in 1904. -Sold
to a Mr.-Richard. Sold to Prof. C. -P. Shedd.”‘ SR

_ The Birch Island Camp Company

Sold to "Presby Brothers." Sold to‘Rev. f. H. Spear. Sold to Rev. .
P. W. Lyman in 1904. Sinoce Mr. Lyman's'death occupied by his son, -
Mr. E. R. Lyman. ~°- . SRR s ‘ o

Mr. ¥, V. Avery o T T
Sold to Rev. E. L. Bradford in l°04. Sold to his daughter, Mrs. Ruth
Bradford Canterbury in’ lCSO. o e :

Mre w. W Avery.V
After Mr. Avery's death owned by hlS son, Nr. M. C. Avery.

: The subdivislon of Lot No. 5

See Lot 5 now‘owned by Mr. Oldham

13



_Lot No.

14.

15.7‘

The Biroh Island Camp . Company : Lo ' A o
Origlnally part of the "Common Land." Set off as a separate lot.» ST
Sold to Captaln Luce. "Sold to D; Ao h. Tucker.

Steanboat Island

Owned originally by Rev. ¥. dJ. Yates. After his death by his son,

Howard Yates.

Sold to Mr. W. E. Tucker in 1933.

.14



Lot No. 12.

11.

5.

and 13,

 MORGAY, ¥r. and Mrs. Edward E.

A SORT OF WHO'S WHO

AVERY, Mr. and Mrs. Marcellus C..
Mr. Avery is a Certifled Public Acoountant. Head of the Avery Company, .
Accountants and Auditors. Bridge Plaza North, Long Island City, New York.

jBUCK "Mr. and Mrs. William E.

“Mr. Buck is an Electric Sign Manufaoturer. Business house in: Boston
Residence, Melroee Highlands, Maesachuaetts-~

_ CANTERBURY, ¥r. and Mrs. Nathan D.

Mr. Canterbury is Superintendent end Manager of the’ Yale Forest Reservation
and Instructor in the Yale Summer School of Foresty.. Winter residence,
Stafford Springs, Connecticut. S

fFORBES Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth R.

Mr. Forbes is Rector of St. Andrews Episcopal Church Stamford Connecticut.

LYMAN; Mr. and Mrs. Elihu R.. .+ .o oo

Mr. Lyman is ovmer and Pr981dent of the haesaohusetts Gear and Tool Company.
Woburn, Nassachusetts. o . .

o

‘Mr. Morgen is e banker - Assistant Cashier of The Rhode Hospital Trust
) Company, Prov1dence,,Rhode Island.

OLDHAL, Mr. and Mrs. J. R Do C
Mr. Oldham ‘is Superintendent of Schools, East Prov1dence, Rhode Island.

SHEDD, Prof.- and Mrs. Clarence P.
Mr. Shedd is Professor in the Department of Religious Education in the
Divinity School of Yale University, New Faven, Connecticut.

2

m#uhmmmmn—ma+mde.mesE..T;<”;;_S *““,m;;n;i_;,;;,,.

14.:

15.

- Mr. Shermsn is:at the head of Text Book Department of Little & Brown, Boston,y
Naseachusetts. : ’ B

TINKER, Rev. and Mrs. wellington H. : : '
~Mr. Tinker is.Retired: Executive: Secretary of the New York Young Men s
Christian’ Association.. ‘ i .

TUCKER, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer - :
‘Mr: Tucker is a Retired Building Contractor.l o

TUCKER, Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Ww.

Dr. Tucker is a practicing physician in Lynn, Haseachuaetts '

TUCKER, Mr. and hrs. Williem E. : : .
Mr. Tucker is a lawyer of the firm of Mudge, Stern, Williams & Tucker, New
York City. :

WALSH Mr: and Mrs. Frank
Mr. and Mrs. Walsh are both connected with the. firm of Jordan harsh Company,
Boston, Massachusetts. : . .




 TRANSPORTATION - °

““ngnsportatibn facilit;es‘to’éiféﬂ-Is;éﬁd weré}ratﬂer‘p}imitifé’and not
ontirely cqnvehient,Or;SgﬁisfaCtory during the early years of the

ompany. " °
Sy ___’The,smaii,stedhérn"noxmonrvh\¢wﬁed by Df.fcréénéjéf"?neféhra"-fAme;‘madq e
’ fﬁﬁﬁi?fzg o T— dailykround;trips during the summer between Weifs'and;Melvin,Villnge.'
' L s {Dr. Greene had built what wes known~as~"Gfeene's‘Castle" on Long Island)

'This,bbat stopped; unless rough weather forbade, at’Jolly:Islgng;vwhere a wharf had been buill
.on its southeastvshore, (This wharf{ was demolished after a few years .and 8 more. substantial
‘one builtiin a better location on the southwest shore.): e e L R IR

For the first’ three years. of thé'Birbh Island Cqmpany,7passéhge§é"f6r7Bi}éh”£nd Steamboat

- Islands took passage on the "Roxmont" at Weirs, ‘landed at Jolly"Island,‘andﬁproceeded_thencé in
row boats to their respegtive,destinations. .After. the first year, the‘Campers'op,Birch”Island‘f
. paid the Jolly Island Company one dollar per ocamp per-year for wharf privileges, which in~ .-

cluded the ‘right to have all their living supplies.and other merchandise landed. at Jolly Island. .

‘the boat from Melwin Village at 7 o'clock-to gst the-day's supply of milk, sand send the order
for daily supplies to the general store in Lékepgrt owned .by -E." L. Cram. - The Seéond,tfip‘wasﬂ
mede about 4 o'clock in the afternoon to meét the boat on'its rqtufn tohgefxthe‘supplies'and
the mail which came to the Island through the courtesy of Mr. Cram. These trips had to be

~ made, "rain or shine, blow high or blow low", and ‘oftentimes it was no easy task. What ice was
had at the Island came in the same vey end when the wind was "high", it took "brain,:muscle,
brawn, and nerve" to negotiate a hundred-pound cake of ice off the dock .into the tumbling row -
boat and then from the row boat into mother's ice box. If the wind was too "high" as fre-
quently heppened, the ice was dragged across the island in a gunny sack, o

This meant two trips in a row boat from Birch to" Jolly évéry dﬁy. Once in the mdfning to meet. .

L3

There is“a;wellgauthenticatsdmand;uhimpeachablé;fegtimoﬁyféﬁdﬂpfoof thét*Mr;jWardfu§ed”td“§uﬁ—'"
plement this cross-lake steamboat service by. ROWING TO WEIRS before breakfast to get some small -
article needed in household service. Those were the ."good old days" of husky. Young America!

~ This arrangement with Jolly Islend continued until 1896 when the Birch Island Company built its
own wharf running it out from its owm land at the "big ledge" nearly in front:of the 0ld Camp.
The building of the wharf was directed by lir. Charles F.- Brown from whom the island was.pur-
chased and who had-always manifested a lively interest in the»devélopmentlof'the'Colony. This

-wharf has experienced the usual vicissitudes ‘and disasters of Lake Winnepesaukee wharves snd: *
has been rebuilt several times.. Since.the building of the wharf all regular across-lake public
-passenger boats have had Birch Island on their list of regular. stopping places.” This arrange-'
ment and service continued until the private ownership of many individual motor boats. has
driven zbout all the public.traffic from.the lake. ' The only regular public\conveyange%to the:
island at this time, July 1936, is by the Mail boat, making .a morning end. afternoon trip. -

£ was. built, the "Sheltéiﬁ was erected on the Company land at the
head of the wharf.  This has proved of great convenience ‘and comfort as ‘e waiting room for pas-
sengers in case of storm end as”a store room for merchandise. o ST Lt

Not many years after the whar
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' MAIL FACILITIES

“Mail accommodations were fairly satisfactory from the: beginning. In ‘the
early days.the grocery firm of E. L. Cram at: Lakeport from whom com-
- modities of almost every kmown kind could-be obtained end who supplied
- both Birch and Jolly Islends, allowed the campers-to have their mail ad-
: dressed ‘in care of the.firm. - This was put in.a‘'special pouch and sent
- to:the Island with the regular supplies which were ordered daily. -This
e - ' gave Birch Island one mail & day in the late afternoon.. Qutgoing mail -
was handled in the same manner, going to Lakeport on the morning boat..~<‘ ’ ‘ R

This continued until the government mail route was established on the Lake. This route was =
established in May 1902.  Dr. ‘George H. Seltmarsh of Lakeport and Mr. Archie L. Lewis were the
- prime movers in this enterprise. It .was. necessary, in order .to establish the route, . ‘to show
the’ Government 8 bona fide list of at least one hundred familiee that would be benefited by the
.delivery of their mail.. There were not so .many families ‘around the Leke. then as .now, - but by
persevering.effort Captain Lewis succeeded in locating the required number and the route was
approved by the Postal authorities. : .

Dr. Saltmarsh held the first contrect for oarrying the mail ‘but’ Capt Archie L. new1s, who
also took the Civil Service examination, was Dr. Saltmarsh's substitute and the actual carrier
- of the mail. Dr. Saltmarsh owned a small steamboat twenty-five' feet long called the, "Robert &
- and Arthur".and in this boat. Captain Lew1s carried the mail beginning in May 1902; running the ;
"boat and handling the mail himself. ‘ .

, Directly after the route was.established, Dr. Saltmarsh _had the steamboat "Dolphin" built

This boat was forty-three feet long and- licensed to carry seventy<five passengers. . The. "Dol- o B

phin" went into service in August 1902. Captain Lewis -bought her:from Dr. ‘Saltmarsh in May
- 1903 and carried the mail in her until he built the. "Uncle Sam" in the winter of 1906, nutting
"her in comm:.ssion in May 1907.. . -

This service continued until 1903 when the Government changed the carrier giving the contraot o
to Claude Dane.’ , R

- "This service gave the Islend two mails daily through the summer months; ‘the nornin° mail )
; reached the Island about ten o'clock and the afternoon ma11 about four o elock.‘ e
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. SPORTS AND EVENTS

TENNIS : : , ‘ .
~In 1909 'there was a. great desire for some additional resource and
.equipment for the Use and entertainmént of ‘the. young people. - ;Some
one ‘suggested a tennis court.  The matter wasg: brought up in the Annual .

. Meeting of the, Company and much’ opposition was developed largely on: !

" the ground:that it meant the sacrifice of scme of the  beautiful”
birches in-the.center or the island. ~However; by Judicious and kindly -
discussion, the ‘opposition was overcome ‘and with a large amount: of

private help a tennis court was made in 1910. o e A

At first the court was of restricted size to save-a fow trees, but a few years 1ater it was
‘enlarged to regulation size. “This has’ proved a very great asset to the athletic and social’ ‘
life of the island. . It is in well-nigh ‘constent use, it being necessary to-"sign up™ in order
to.reserve time for all to play. Matches are. arranged between different groups through the S
~summer, especially for the Field Day events. f~‘ i

BALL GAMES . : )
It is usually possible to- muster 8 baseball "nine" to play against
the-Y.M.C. Ay Camp on Bear Island. - Some old: college "star" will warm.
up his blood ‘limber ‘his unused muslces, and swing a bat o pitch a
ball in the old—time style, and the "Y' boys do not ulways win the‘
game- ‘ . ; e

s,

.;-——-——-.:EIRL-—»JOF{KS e ' : - e e
Tn 1920, the. year Doctor Tucker bought the Old Camp, he. began the
practice of bringing to the Lake a goodly, supply of fire works and to
entertain .the children and stir the patriotic blood of the old ‘folks
with a fine display on ‘the glorious Fourth, "This he has - done’ at his
ovn expense each succeeding year, always 1ncreasinr the volume of the -
show. S : S

FI“LD DAY , ’ '
+In 11927, Mr. . u.,Tuoker gave' a birthday party in honor of his son,
"Billy", who was then 9 = years old. There were games and- sports, and -
then a pienic lunch'and a present for each of the children present, .
"all provided for by Mr. Tucker. This was the beginninr of the Annual’
Field Day i S S e

The next year ‘there was an unusually large grcup of young people on
" the ‘island who through the summer had engaged in all sorts of sports...
: and out-of-door games. - Near the close of the season by a natural act ;
of "s;ontaneous combustion these young follk "caught fire", and: they said, "'Go to,. let!s go..
“and do likewise,!' the memory of the former year is as a 'flame in, the ALY OW of our. bones AT

Thej proceeded to taPe counsel with Doctor Tucker who is always ready to further any enterprise"

that ‘will zive the young people pleasure. An Executive Cormittee was app01nted details were

arranged, events listed, the schedule posted, contestants entered - everybody entered into the _
scheme with great’ enthusiasm and 1t was carried out. w1th entire success ‘and satisfaction.

kThere is an ideal spot for the carrying out of- such an affair at the main wharf with Doctor

Tucker's camp and lawn well shaded. with trees as a background ‘for the setting of the show and’

* a place of rendezvous :for the ‘audience -and a parking space for the pienic.. This,: ‘Doctor’ Tucker,
f.‘w1th his usual public spirit, places at the. disposal- and use of ‘the occasion., Every year this

K
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~The events’ scheduled include the following and a lot more- B

is carried out with 1noreasing interest and succesu.‘w

The finest thing about this side of the island life is the perfectly fine spirit of good
sportsmanship and’ good will with whioh all the contestants have entersd into the games and-.
competition. Nobody gots sore, nobody gets vesved, nobody is envious,. it is all carried on
with good comradeahip just for the Joy of life and good uport ~ .

.The prizes are spread out on & big table and in the order of the number of "pointsﬂ won, each .

contestant. is "oalled" and selects what he or Bhe likes best AND” EVERYBODY GETS A PRlZE,ieven
to the youngest baby in " arms. ; : , o : R G

:’Sw1mming and dlving in all forms and styles - some ofyleaﬁ hafelnovor‘béon soeh oeforel
Motor boat races -;1nboard and outboard. e e : |

- Row boat races. -
ngnoe races.
ﬁWﬁélehlboatlraoes.

Obstacle races.

’ "HTWI'B'CBS T - e BT e e
Potato races.

: Tennis matches.”

And if the "Committee" forgéts'anything, soﬁe‘bfight boy'origirl;yﬁreminds" them. . -
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" LIGHTING TRIPS

~For many years Mr. George W. Greene-of Center Harbor was - "Caretaker" for
+the Company, looking out for the property during the winter and getting

the camps ready for use in the summer - making himself a general, all- |
around’ friend and "big brother" to everybody - caring for the interests .

~ of the island and people. " -

" Among his many duties: and rosponsibilities on the Leke, for he was always -
taking upon his shoulders to'do more than any one man could accomplish in '
the twenty-four hours. given as the divine limits of one day, Greene was

~always trying to stretch it to thirty-six, one of his responsibilities
was to care for the lighting of the lanterns on the chamnel buoys in a

, _ large section of the Lake.' This was before the days of the gas and -~

electric light buoys that burn all summer. These lanterns had to be renewed once or twice a

One of the real sports and good‘tiﬁés of the young‘béﬁple wggitdftéke>afﬁiighting‘trip" with '
Mr. Greene when he went on his rounds to change the‘lanterns,““This‘tfip»W&s always made at

night - daylight was too precious for such work as this. . There was always;soméﬁhing,to'eat.on ’.

board the motor boat, end with songs, stories and games the time on the long round passed’ . .
quickly in good fellowship.: lir. Greene always s T AR B
Mff Greene 'also knew every inch of the territory all through this reQipgﬁqfﬂHeﬁuﬂamPShisz_"
He used—to-take groups of young people off on hiking ‘and mountain-climbing. trips. And
through all the years there never was an accident of any sort, nor any unfortunate experience-
. with the young people. Parents and guardians always felt at ease when the children "were
"with Mr. Greene." E : T - e » S TN

In 1908 two bath houses were built by the Company at the bathing beach. . And & diving raft
was made and anchored off the beach. - At the time there was an insistent demand for them.
They proved, however, to be ‘of '1ittle use. The very next’ summer the bathers found” that -they
greatly preferred to dive and seim from the main wharf rather than from the rather unstable
diving raft. -And the wharf itself proved a much more attractive qqd'cbmfortablefplace.for
the social end ‘'of the pastime. .The Company has added some equipment’ for use of the young -
people, such as a spring bdard,\diving slide, 1life preservdrs,. eta. . o -

- In 1934 the Company sold one of the,Bath houses to Mr. Avery iho‘ﬁad it moved°tp hihilqt near
Rock Pine Lodge. ‘ o e B : e
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FAUNA and FLORA OF BIRCH TSLAND - Part 1

Mr, thn.Ripley Forbes, who is now Curater of the Museum of Natural History in Stamford
Connectlcut, sends the following list of birds which he has seen on or. from Birch Island.

~'RESIDENT BIRDS

"N" before the name of the bird indioates that the bird has been fouhd nesting;on Birch
Island. . , ‘ : -

Common Loon‘
Great Blue Heron
Wood Duck -
American Merganser
Bald Eagle
+ Osprey
N . Ruffed Grouse.
N Ruby-throated Hummingbird
N - Flicker ’
- Pileated Woodpecker
N Hairy Woodpecker -

N_. Downy Woodpecker . . . ..

N - Eastern Kingbird
‘N Phoebe - .
N Least Flycatcher
N Wood Pewee
N Tree Swallow
- N. Barn Swallow
Bank Swallow .
~Cliff Swallow.
N Crow-
Black-capped Chickadee‘

MIGRANT BIRDS

Canada Goose : o
-+ Common Black. Duck
- Redhead . - i
‘Sharp-shinned Hawk
" Red-tailed Hawk .
-- Red=shouldered Hawk
 Broad-winged Hawk
. Pigeon Hawk
‘Sparrow Hawk :
- Spotted. Sandplper :
~:Solitary Sandpiper:: .
- Herring Gull
Night Hawk
" Chimmey Swift.
. Belted Kingfisher . -

R

!

2 i

White-breasted Nuthatch
Robin

Veery

Cedar ‘Waxwing ,
Blue-headed Vireo '
~Red-eyed Vireo- S
'Black and White Narbler
Yellow Varbler
Black-throated Green Warbler ‘
Myrtle Warbler -
Blackburnian Warbler
Chestnut-~ 81ded.ﬂhrbler“-mnmw e
VBlack-poll Whrbler‘ ) .
-Pine Warbler”
Oven-bird .
sAmeriocan Redstart
Cowbird

Gold Finch.
Chipping. Sparrow
‘Swamp Sparrow -
Song Sparrow

CTOTAL 43
NESTING 30

B Yellow—bellied Sapsucker S
Red-breasted Nuthatch

. Brom' Creeper . .= -

. Olive-backed Thrush -

Golden-crowned.Kingleb
Ruby-crownsd Kinglet.
Parula Warbler

Magnolia Warbler
. Horthern Water~-Thrush -
‘- Northern Yellow—throat
.Canada Warbler .
”Rusty ‘Blackbird-

Fox Sparrow : ‘ o
Black-throated Blue: Warbler

. TOTAL 29



ANIMALS SEEN ON BIRCH ISLAND‘, AL EE TP SRAKES SEEN on BIRCH ISLAND ‘

- Mink: o : el s ane Garter Snake _
- Cotton-tailed Rabbit - - © ... “Storer's Snake ..
White-footed Mouse - s ) " - DeKay's Snake -

~ Red Squirrel R A S Milk Snake =
Chi pmunk , - ‘ . 7 Banded Water Snako
Brown Bat . . - S T "Ribbon Snake.
Common mole ., R SR Ring-neck Snake
Skunk = o ' ST

* NONE ARE POISONOUS!.

BIRD LIFE ON' BIRCH ISLAND

by John Rgpley Forbes o

.. For the last twelve years I have spent my summer:. vacations at
"Birch Island, in Lake Ninnepesaukee, ‘where bird life is excep-
tionally. abundant. Not-only do many. birds nest.on the island,

- but hundreds besides. stop over during migrations. Several of
‘my pleasant, unusual, and even' exciting experlences with the -
blrds there are worth recounting. : .

thenever I see the Bald - Eagle,‘sailing in magestlc circles high

birds.: ‘After walking the length of the island I arrived at the

' x L lagoon where my boat was kept Just in time to ‘see two - large SR
"birds fly overhead. ' Thinklng they might alight on the other'shore I got my boat and poled in ™
that direction. = Just as I was about.to round the point a Bald Eagle swept down to the water
within'but’ a few feet of the boat, followed at a distance of about twenty yards by its mate.
The Eagle, I believe, - was so intent upon fish that, he failed to notlce me as: I poled quletly ‘
from behind the shore. . R , :

- up in the sky, I'recall a close view I once had of this king of ,:A

- One morning somewhat 1ater, Just across - the lagoon from the point where the Bald Eagle had so

unexpectedly swept down, ‘I had another interesting adventure. Hearing a heavy hammerlng noise;
coming from a clump Of. trees on the point (sounding as though someons were “chopping wood) I
‘approached the spot. ‘As I neared the trees, I caught o glimpse of'a large bird dlsappearing

into the woods. On' a nearby treo, however, I saw: another similar one which was: about the size: -~

of & crow. It clung to the side of the tree, I noticed, as: does a woodpecker.l It was: black.

and white with a large red crest and a long chisel-like bill. = As the bird edged around the .
tree I realized that I was seeing for the first time the largest and most striking of our S
-woodpeckers (now that the Ivory-bill is.'on the verge of extlnotion), the Pileated Woodpecker.,\j

As I watched it I thought about a tree near our 1sland camp and of several red pines on a-
‘nearby island all of which evidenoced the remarkable work done by these birds.  The tree on"
our-island, . a tall hemlock, had twenty-one holes in it, some of which’ measured fifteen" by
four inches, .penetrating clear into the heart of the tree. The red ‘pine ‘on a nearby island
had as many as thirty. such holes in’it, the largest of which measured twenty-eight by. seven.
"inches. Needless to .say, the birds do much good; in ridding certain trees.of borers, they
contribute .to sav1ng the nearby trees (and tree surgery would. easily save the bored ones.) o



‘« ‘Another incident of interest took place along the path to the same lagoon. "Near the center
of the island T saw a young warbler, a Black-throated Green, I believe, struggling to devour
some large inseot along the path, a Dragon Fly, I.realized as I approached within a few feet -
of him. When I had come slowly within a few inches of him, I bent over and lightly rubbed
his head. He continued, intent upon this meal. As he was having diffioculty separating the
meat from the wing, I thought I would again intervene and took hold of the insect's wing, ex-
pecting the bird to fly away. Instead, he continued with his meal. As a final test of his
apparent fearlessness I took the Dragon Fly away from him, holding out my finger as a perch
in front of him, end in my other hand holding the tempting morsel. Unafraid, he promptly flew
upon my finger and finished his meal. ~Then he wiped his bill and flew off to a nearby shrub.

- This bird's apparent unconcern for man is not so surprising as one might be led to think. On
occasion I have seen others of this particular species almost as unafraid. I noticed:the adult
Black-throated Green Warblers which nested about the house were gquite undisturbed by the people
who passed near them every day. For three seasons they have built a nest of birch bark and '
overgreen twigs in the hemlocks about the house. . Once while the parent birds were busy. getting
food. for'the young, who were fluttering about clumsily, the male darted out right in front of
me to catch a small brown butterfly, a wood sarter, which he promptly devoured at my feet, in-
stead of flying away to eat it or give it to his young. (Edward Hows Forbush, I notice,.,in
his "Binds_or_MassachnSBtts_and.othen;New'Englquastgtesﬁ tells of a similar-experience-with—

“this warbler.) g :

A short distance from the mseting site of the Black-throated Green Warbler, near a’'neighbor's,
is a Redstart's nest built in'a small white birch, one of the many for which the island is :
named; indeed the Redsterts nest all over the island. Also, among the 1sland's-most common .
. residents are the Song Sparrows, which, I have noticed, ‘nest. each year in approximately the.
" same locations. (In fact, one has been nesting in front of our camp ever since ‘I can remember,
some fifteen years.. Barn Swallows, too, raise their young every year in the island boathouse
. located in the lagoon, where they are not annoyed by the boats and people coming and going .
.every,, day.. ‘A short distance-from the lagoon the island shore-line joins by way of a_ shallow :

- gut,.a small island called Little Birch or Steemboat. . One day while running elong the shore
watching Kingbirds leunch themselves out of their lofty perches to chase crows, I moticed.:
three birds acting rather strangely. They were Cedar Waxwings, perched close together on the
limb of ‘a tree, seemingly occupied in some ‘queer game. Upon close observation I found that -

- -they were ‘courteously passing a small red berry from one to the other until the remains of it
“were findlly dropped. - This most curious procedure was no doubt due to the‘factﬂthat the birds .
- were well gorged, for the Vaxwing is famous for its gluttony. Forbush tells 'of observing as
many as twelve of these birds passing a single berry back and forth to one another for what -
he considers the same reason. .Nevertheless, the manner in vhich they proceeded in their ap-

‘parent "table manners" proved most interesting to watch. - ..

Near this island an American Merganser raises her young, numbering from twelve to seventeen,
which may be seen early each morning swimming together along the shore. The Kingfisher's )
~ hoarse rattle‘is heard along the shore as he goes about his fishing activities. ' Sometimes. he
‘will hover over the water waiting for the catch and other times perch on a dead 1imb or atop
the, flag pole.. e S R o

In the fall the honking Canada Geese are seen winging their way across the sky as early fore-
runners of the coming migration. :The:Great Blue Heron flies.slowly over the island about. sun- .
‘set time to his evening roosting place ‘at a nearby island. ' Towards evening, the song of the .
Veery Thrush is heard and the chorus of the many Veeries throughout the island is beautiful

to hear. ' Often is heard the femiliar "teacher, Teacher, TEACHER" of the Ovenbird, coming from
the center of the island. 'On clear and calm evenings, the song of the Whippoorwill comes .
across the Leke from nearby Bear Island. -During the night the uncanny ories of the Loons are
heard about the islamd.. .~ = . . o R B .
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 FAUNA AND FLORA OF BIRCH ISLAND - Part 2

Mrs. Werd ‘and Mrs. Buok have been keenly interested in the: Flora of the Island. »
the following lists. Some of these may have disappeared ‘because of the "March of Civ111zation .

They furnish

“but’ they have all been found within the confines of our amall island,’ mfiw:;o Ca

‘"FLOWERS'

,Asters
High Bush Blackberry
High Bush ‘Blueberry -
Checkerbury. (Teaberry)
- Cornel (Red Osier)
ralse,Solomon Seal
‘False Spikenard
Goldenrod, White
Goldenrod, YeIllow
Green Brier (Cat Brier)
Ground Hemlock
Indian Pipe .
Labrador Tea ‘
Partridge - Berry «
Poison Ivy (Poison Oak)
‘Rhodora ' C
Sarsaparilla -
Shad Bush (Service Berry)
Swamp Huckleberry '
Viburnum, Hobblebush )
Viburnum; Mapleleaved v
Viburnum, ;Sweet
vhite Baneberry
Wild Rose

Wlntergreen (Pyrola Elliptica);‘”

Wintergreen (Pyrola Seounda)
itch Hazel

- ’Piﬁbiéeewa
T Sweet Pyrola

Red Clover "

“‘White . Clover

_ Star Flower

Cenada May’ Flowery
‘Self- Heal =~ oo

~.B_one,ﬂ..f?s‘g e e e
““Loosestrife Sl e

Sweetbrier
Button Bush. |

. Woodbine
-~ Mountain. Holly

Beechdrops

" Indian Cucumber Root
MeadOW'Rue S
"Black Eyed Susen - L
Meadow Sweet ]

" Daisy Flea‘Bane’i.,m o
" Liom's Tooth- =~ . .
Wild Bean B
S8ty Johnswort

" Primrose .

- Joe Pye" Weed

Violet '

Pond Lily

7 Blue Flag . -

Four or five Ground Evergreens and'many{differentwgbeeieefof;Muahroone hdre'beenrfound.,

ORCHIDS

Coral Root

Habernaria Hookeri
Ladies'' Tresses = ..
Microstylis -

Rattlesnake Plantain. ‘
fStemlese Lady's Slipper

FERNS

Bracken ' Interrupted
Cinnemon . Marsh

Flowering Polypody’

Grape Rattlesnake (Two varieties)

;_TREES‘ o

Amerlcan Mountain Ash‘ir,Spruce ”f'.o<'
“Aspen (Quaking Aspen)  Wild Hazel Nut
. Aspen,- Large Toothed ~ “ Balsam .
- American Beech. «oeoWillow

Birch, American White  Alder

7.,,Birch, Canoe:

Common Hemlock

"Maple, Red -

Yaple, Striped (Moosewood)

Ok

: Pine, Pitch -

‘Pine,. Red
* Pine, White )
J’VPepperidge (Black or Sour Gum)



" MOTOR BOATS

The first motor boat at Biroh Island was owned: by Rev. Bradford.
During the winter .of 1906-07 Frank Bickford of Meridith built for:
him & twenty-five foot Mtorpedo-stern” ‘boat called the "Norfolk",
«powered by = two cylinder, two cycle, NcDuff motor. s ,%'”

. — He sold this: boat in May 1520, was w1thout a boat during that summer,
’h;a‘ a~ﬁ;n,’—’ used the Burbeck boat, the: "Gypsy" for a week weeks in 1921, and Mr.
i:}> . -Johnson of Lakeport built for him the "Essex" powered by. & Kermath
R ’ motor, which went into commission in: July 1922.

The first season’ the Norfolk was housed in a temporary shelter built in the lagoon where Mr.

W. E. Tucker's boat house now stands. In.the FaIl of 1907 Mr. Bradford, having obtained per-"’

‘mission from:the Company.to do so, built'a ‘permanent ;. ‘one-slip boat house in the lagoon about

where the .present Company. boat house now stands, with a long walk runnlng out to it from the -

Lompeny*iand~”~Thxs—boat~house waa-built by Mr.“Greeiis, . angd by some misunderstanding was not
*.located in the precise spot intended and because -of & "trespass warning" it was moved a few :
- feet by Mr. Greene in the w1nter of-1909. . - - ‘

The sheltered lagoon is the only part of the 1slend Where & boat house can be loceted w1th any E
“assurance of w1thstanding the onset of the ice-break under high wind in the sprlng. Other .
‘camp owners having acquired motor boats and needing housing facilitles, the Company voted at
the Annual Meeting of 1911 to bulld a8 four-slip Company boat house in the lagoon with .a', -

breakwater running out from the northwest arm of the shore from the Avery lot, pernlssion

having been obtained from the owner to do so. Mr. Bradford agreed to abandon his individual

boat house and rent a slip from the Company with the others. .

In October of that. year, 1911 Mr. Ward and Mr. Bradford ‘went to the Lake, located the pre-.
' cise position where thé boat house was: to stend, and awarded the contract for' building it to
~ George Nerrill. of Bear Island.  'An extra slip -has been added to each side" of this boat house,
meking six slips. In 1934 the Company built .a two-slip boat house on the opp051te shore of
the lagoon, both sllps belng rented by Nr.lh. E. Tucker.,‘ .

In 1936 the Company built an additional slip onhthe north side ofuthe originel‘boafihouse for
the use of Mr. E. R.” Lyman. : ' R : ’ '

There are now qulte - fleet of motor boats owned at the Island'

/ 9 inboard motors
T 10 -outboard motors

" The total cost. of the origlnal boat house was ?872 €0
. -The piles were driven by William Raymond. .
"The house was built by George Merr1ll.;l

The total cost of the breekwater was $173 15.
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RELIGIOUS SERVIGES .-

As early as 1893, the year of the organization of the Birch
Island Camp . Company and the. purchase of .Birch: Islend, the
_campers on Jolly Island had already established the custom of
meeting on” ‘Sunday: afternoon for a religious service at.which a
discussion of the current Sunday Sohool lesson wae a regular

ofeature. o

When the people began to come to Birch Ieland they were- 1nv1ted
to attend. these gatherings and share in"the fellowship- of wor-
" ship.” When the number of families on Birch Island had in-
creased it was proposed and .agreed- that these meetings be-held

‘ings ‘were held at the camps of the various owners»-jsome forty -
or fifty belng present.. Then/ the custom was. established of
meeting in the open.under the trees, and eeats ‘and a speaker's
desk were provided, first on Jolly:Island and then ' on Birch
 Island. At first these seats were rather crude and makeshift
affairs. o : .

In’ 1926 under the efficient administration of Doctor Tucker, the Agent oft the Birch Island
Camp Company, and the practical planning and- direction of his father, Mr. Elmer ‘Tucker, per-,”
manent and comfortable seats were built on’Birch’ Island, and since’ then. all services have :
been held there. In 1904 the discussion of the Sunday School lesson was dropped end a regular
, preaching service conducted by the resident or visiting clergymen of the two, islands.f

" The meeting place has long been known : ‘as; "The Birch Island Cathedral.ﬂ

,At the afternoon. servxce on August 12, 1934, Mr. Bradford christened his grandeon, Bradford
, Canterbury, a: lad of a little more than a year. old.< . i S

At one of these Sunday afternoon services in the ‘summer. of l909 the Reverend Edward H. Smith,
home on his. first furlough from his work in _China, told’ the ‘people of his missionary work in .
that' country. The interest manifest was Very great and as’'a result, a movement was. started.

which has prov1ded financial support ever since for the maintenance of &’ Chapel in Dai Kau,;

Taltérnately on the two* islands. For several -years these meet~

Foo Chow Mission, China, of which mission Mr. Smith is in charge. At the suggestion of Judgeih‘

Raymond the Chapel was given the name, ‘"SMILE OF GOD CHAPEL."  Mr. Smith writes an annual
letter telling of ‘his interesting experiences through the year which is read on the. Sunday
when the annual oollection is taken. This collection amounts to one hundred dollars or more

" each year. Whenever Mr. Smith returns to this country he comes to the Lake. end speales -of hisv
developing work in his chosen field where he has been eminently efficient and successful.*

V In 1897 some one suggested the very happy idea ‘of meeting out on the Lake an- hour before sun—“‘
set, there to sing some of the old hymns of the Christian. faith., Captain Luce would gnchor

his cat boat in some quiet spot either in the lee of Birch or Jolly Island from which the ... e

going down of the sun could be seen. . He usually had on board the "baby" organ" sti1l.in ex-
istence at the Thompson camp. Other row boats would gather around, tying each to each, and . >
with some one to "lead", the old hymns would be sung. Some one would offer a brief- prayer at -
“the end and as the ‘sun sank below the horizon the boats would quietly drift away singing: "God
~be with you till we meet again " It was an exceedingly beautiful reverent, and impre851ve

serv:.ce._ R

After the coming of the motor boat era, people Would cane from all the round—about 1slands.
As many ‘as 150 persons have been counted at one of these services.v: .

For a 1ong tine Mr. rrank H. Scoby of Nontclair, New Jersey, whc for a series of years rented
the 0ld Camp, was thevleader of thils song service and did very much to establish its ideal.




tone 'and character. After he left the i1dland, Mr. J. R. D. Oldham has been the devoted and
efficient leader for which hie voice and personality are eminently well fitted.

When is absent Miss Edna Holmes of Jolly Island takes the leadership. ‘Those’ who have heard
her rendering of "Taps" at the'close of ‘the service, ‘her clear, sweet, musical voice sounding
out over the oalm waters of the Lake awey into the western sunset w111 never fbrget it.

Day is done
k S C . ..Gone the_aun;_
T o 7777 From'the Lake '
SRR Tt - From~the hills

“From the sky
G n S All is well. &

L e . T ) Safely rest - .
VRl R S - -.God is nigh. B

3 . N

+

' WEDDINGS

There have been two weddings in the history of the”islandfcolony;"t
both of them on Steamboat Island._ P e o

The first was in 1903 when a M1<s Carrie Thomas wa.s marrled to :
- Severn Tyler.. When they.left on the regular passenger boat from’ the ,
“‘main wharf. at Birch Island, their guests -could be seen waving them -
""Farewell" from the shore of Steamboat Island. ’ .

“Trautman, at her father's new house on Steamboat Island.  To this
weddlng all the’ islanders were invited. The ceremony was to have
been "al fresco", but seldom is there a heavier downpour than through'
‘all that afternoon, so the ceremony was "under cover." .

The guests came through the wet undergrowth and drlpping overbrush or’ in equally wet open row
boats or motor boats. Mr. Bradford who married them, said it was the first time he: ‘ever went
to a wedding standing up wearing a sailor's "sou'wester" and jacketed in a tarpaulin to shed
the rain from his clerical garb. However, it all ‘added zest and merriment to the occasion.
The sun came’out for the "got-awny" of the wedding marty, this time not in the dull passenger
boat, but in "daddy's" swift private speed boat w1th all the guests crowding clo se around for
‘their farewells. "All's well that ends. well." ’ , o

o

'iThe other wedding was in 1934 when Dorls J. Tucker marrled Mr. Geraldvhivi



' take: the party home in his motor boat, he brought the news that Birch Island had been hard

: ' HE BIG TORNADO ' L
And Other Interesting Happenlngs in the Year 1911
: by Mr. ‘Ward .

‘For. several reasons the people: who were.on Birch Island duriné the
season.of 1911 will'remember the summer quite definitely. One of
“of these reasons. is the very low level of water in the Leke. Most
" of the private docks were: entirely out of. water and‘ at some places "
»: dry and-'stony flats extended, 'several rods outside ‘of the usual shore”
, "~line._ At Welrs the water: in the channel running under the bridge -
."“\;-,Q..ih : > was so shallow that the mail boat, Uncle. Sam, ‘and other ‘steamers
\ b&i» ‘§§:~;3v£§§> were obliged to go slowly and cautiously to avoid grounding. '

‘Q:?‘ B YéEarf @§::ifﬁ SOme cases of serious illness occurred on the island durlng the -
Qﬁ,'s;?{”ﬁQEu—L\:Eé?~" season. - Mr. Burbeck, who, with his family, occupied what was then - .
Bt =TS0 known as the Walter: cottage (now owned by Mr. Shedd) for several

surmers, became very sick one day and was teken, the day following,

to. the Laconia Hospital for surgical treatment. ' Less than.a week
later, Lrs. Barden, Nr. Sherman s aunt, developed such a severe ailment that she was carried
to the same place for medical attention. Fortunately, good recoveries ‘were made in both cases.‘

One night that year, Mr. Bradford's row boat got adrift because of a heavy northwest wind :
that sprang up in the night. . The next day Judge Raymond took a number ‘of men in. his motor
boat and search was made around all the’ islands in the .eastern part of the lake, but .no-boat -
was to be found. A pleasant feature of the affair was a- sumptuous luncheon that was served at

" the hotel in iolfboro. Sometime later the boat was found on the northern side of Long Island
. and was recovered by Mr. Bradford the next summer. But how it ever got to the back side of
. Long, Island under the impulse of a northwest wind is" one of the mysteries of "Old han Lake "

This: was also the year in vhich the first. Company boat house vas built in the lagoon. The -
tennis court was also made the same year. g . v SE , e

But the. speotacular and thrilling event . of the season was the. severe tempest ‘and’ tornado which .
struck Birch Island in the aftermoon of July 4 and which tore down many of the larger trees on
the western end. . A goodly number: of the island's people went .to Center Harbor on that day to"
witness ‘and share in the holiday doings at that place. As the afternoon wore on,la fairly

. heavy thunder shower interrupted the proceedings. There were indications. that it .was ‘more in-

tense somewhere "down the Lake." ' Vhen George Greens came to- Center Harbor in the evening to

o

hit.

How much damage had been done was not. fully realized until the ground wes, looked over by day—f'j
light the next morning. The most serious results were on the two lots at the west end,” those i
on which stood Camps Mooselauke and ‘Passaconaway. - On -each of these’ lots stood, near. the. e
shore, an unusually large. pine tree. Both of them were highly prized ‘and greatly admired for
their ‘size and symmetry. Both of these trees were laid low.” " One was so near’ Camp Mooselauke.
that as it fell it broke down'one cormer of the ‘house and tore away a. part of the verandah.
Fortunately the house at Camp Passaconaway was' not. 1n3ured but the damage . to the trees was,ﬂ‘
very great.. The one which was monarch of the whole island, nearly ninety feet tall and
having a birth of eight feet, crashed down carryinr many smaller trees with. it._» o

Camp NMooselauke was occupied that year by Mr. Frank H. Scoby ‘and’ hlS femily. Viith them was ..
their friend, Miss Reed. When the storm was at its worst, Mr. Scoby wes helping the Hancocks w
who had just arrived get:into their camp, Ardenwold but Mrs. Scoby and Miss Reed were in o
Mooselauke when the crash came there. All the. family at Camp Passaconaway were in the Centerc
Harbor party except Mrs. Ward. ~She had gone to meet. _the afternoon boat from Lakeport and,

.overtaken by the rain, had stopped at Camp Niantic. No one, therefore,.was where the tornado

was most furious-
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More than fii‘ty trees were blown down, mny of them rather la.rge pines. This nmnber 1nc1uded .
a few on the lot then owned by Mr. Myron P.. Ford, and some-on the: "boulevard."

As if to make sure of doing a good Jjob. the wind again got busy with tempest accompaniment
on the night of September 2. It was a northwest wind which made the trouble in July. The
later wind was from the southwest. The climax ocame at about ten-o' clock. ‘Some fifteen or . .
"twenty trees were uprooted on the Camp Passaconaway 1ot, six of them fa.irly le.rge pines.

The wcrboi‘*reduung"tlfé'l‘arge“logs té'marketable i‘orm"a:nd getting them’ oIt the 1and as well ~
as the falling of the trees, broke down much. of the underbtush and smaller growth. "It also -~
entailed a large amount of labor ‘and expense. When the ruin . was ocleaned up ‘a-’goodly ‘portion
of the west end of the-island looked pretty bare. But Mother Nature, having had her fun (7)
began at once to repalr the damage and in a few yaars the west end took on much of its former
beauty. S



- HISTORY OF BIRCH ISLAND |
. LAKE WINNIPESAUKEE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

1936 - 1969

‘Clarence Prouty :Shedd'



SUMMER BY THE LAKESIDE

Lake Wlnnlpesaukee

I. Noon .~ ,
"0 isles of calm! O dark, still wood'
And stlller skies that overbrood o .
Your rest w1th deeper quletude ,_Mwﬂr;ﬁ_;;lw;“- -

;"I read each misty mountain sign, h
I know the Voice of wave and pine,
‘And I am yours; and ve are mlne.u

"Llfe s burdens fall, its dlscords cease,?
I lapse into the glad release’
- of Nature 'S own exceedlngipeace,"

II. Evenlng : ;
"Lake of the Northland keep thy dower"
Of beauty still, ‘and while above
. Thy solemn mountalns speak. of power,
‘~Be thou the mlrror of God's love.

~Quoted from John Greenleafpwhittier~t.f

- Dick Oldham in his comments regardlng the Island sald a very
true thing, that the early pioneers on our beautlful ‘Birch Island
,wer='m1nlsters and profeSSIOnal men who came for . rest and. communion
with nature and nature's God. He further 1nd1cated that. they v1ewed
‘1ife on Birch Island as "retreat" and not resort only. These- comments
‘czused me to look up a poem of Whittier's, from which I have quoted .

four stanzas. : b R RS SRR

The fantastlc changes in the communlty and natlonal llfe -
automoblles, roads, boats, - wars and rumors of wars - must be blamed
for. some of the changes that are taklng place. -

chk indicated that we tended to brlng the world to the Island ‘
lnstead of retreatlng from the 'world. ‘,If ever there was a time when-
we ‘needed’ to retreat from many of the ugly facts of contemporary llfe,\
“that time is now. I belleve in the hearts of all of us: there lS a o

mlngllng of the ldeas of resort and retreat.



I had'notVexpected to become'excited‘about thé7task of:editing

the-History of Birch Island. I may say that the task now claims my -~

enthusiasm. I am.now making a carefully organized historical state-

" ‘ment. What I am doing is putting together data that has been col-

lected from various sources and that largely came to me throﬁghfthe _i

" "Do Iﬁ;NQwZ”qugstionnaires*:'The reaL;authors’of4thisqhistori¢al-

statement are the four "gals" on the Island who for the past five
years have made the preparation for a history of,the'Island from
1936 a’ passionate mission. of love. . They are Margaret Restall,
Shirley Lyman, Hutch Taylor and Dot Smith. - Their ‘faith and patience
and untiring activity have brought together the materials on which
this statement is baséd. I hope that the history I submit now is
reasonably accurate and satisfactory. I know' the family data needs . .
to be checked by every member of the community.  For me, this is a
labor of love because I have found peace and great happiness on-

this island of calm.

It»iS;onlyvfair.to‘say“that this History of. the Island could . .

‘never have been completed without.the'faithful and competent: help

of my former secretary, Miss Edna Blackledge. There have been many
retypings of the manuscript and reordering of the material and -Miss
Blackledge has been patient as well as extraordinafily_competeht.:Vg
I am deeply in her debt. BT - o

.. Clarence P. Shead,‘Edito:y



CAMP OWNERSHIP AND IMPROVEMENTS

ol Slnce l936 ~ The Date" of Dr Emery Bradford s
' ' Hlstorlcal Brochure;

Lot . No,”lr— Tucker,~WLlllam E., Jr.,—and Beryl W,r;.,;,v“h,gm,l

Some Remlnlscences of:. Camp Massa501t by Blll Tucker

"After my father bullt the ‘house on- Steamboat —-— shortly after
1933 -- he retalned tltle to. the Birch: Island camp on Lot No.jl*_ S
~ known. as Massasoit, -and-my Grandfather and Grandmother, Mr “and Mrs
Elmer E. Tucker, used it until the mid fortles when they stopped
spending their Summers: at the Lake There are a number of things.
from the period of my Grandparents occupancy whlch I thlnk are’
worth recordlng.. ‘ , : : : : : S

"In the early and mld 1930's my couSLns, Dorothy and Betty Tucker
- were regular Summer residents and this fact is still ev1denced by mark
alongside the fireplace showing their ages and progre551ve growth.
Betty Tucker.was later the tragic v1ct1m of leukemia while still:. a
student at Wellesley College.’ Dorothy, Mrs. - Hazen Chase, and her
husband and three blond children are now occaSLOnal VlSltorS to the

. Island.

”In my mlnd ‘those days Wlll always be assoc1ated w1th Grand—
‘mother S Saturday night 'bean parties’ At ‘these affairs the whole
family would gather around the greatly expanded dining room ‘table"
and -enjoy. home made Boston baked beans, brown bread and ‘the famlly
,repartee ee e X : : '

; My father flrst transferred tltle to the camp to me ‘in l939
. when I reached 21, but ‘with the proviso, ‘that his father and mother

~ should- have the use of it as long as they w1shed Then, in l942

I went. to California. w1th every lntentlon to- make a career there,,
and the tltle was - transferred back: to father, only to transfer it o
once agaln in 1945 when Beryl and I returned. from the West Coast to .
~stay. Later, in 1961 the camp was placed in the jOlnt ownershlp of
Beryl and. myself : Pr1nc1pal lmprovements have been a two" bedroom e
~and bath annex known as’ The Motel and a shore51de terrace '

Boats
’Bill‘Tucker-writes:

‘"Camp Massa501t came equlpped w1th a 'double ender of ques—
tionable age and condltlon called ‘the Rosalle.ﬁ ‘She has s1nce quletly f
disappeared from the scene. . In about 1925 as-a. blrthday present my .
| Grandmother gave me a. Johnson-built rowboat on: Whlch was installed, a
few ‘years later, a Johnson (no relatlon to the other Johnson) lloht—ﬁ'
tw1n., ‘For several years,ln the mld flftles thlsﬂsturdy,craft over—\



turned, served ably as plcnlc table bar, and general restlng place
for people and thlngs. After res1st1ng pressure to upright 1t and”
fill- it with topsoil as a- planter, I spent ‘a season: scraplng, caulk—>
ing, and painting, and with a new Evinrude 5~1/2 it was dubbed The
 Yar Craft and served .very. well ' .as. transportatlon for .the girls. and
for- Father s Sunday morning ‘round Island crulses until 1965, when
it was reluctantly replaced by a nameless (and alas,.characterless),
aluminum hull. The Yar is still serv1ceable as it enters its 42nd
season and last year made a tour of the Island under power w1th the

” orlglnal llght tw1n. : o o

‘ Tpor- basrc transportatlon we have depended on the Sandbar, an
18 ft. “Gar Wood (one of the last of -that spec1es) acqulred ‘from - a
previous. owner ln 1948. . And she is Stlll ‘serving us well’ although"
it was touch and go toward the end of the-Summer of 1969! In 1968 .
we - acqulred a 22 foot Jafco of questlonable age and after recon—~ T
'dltlonlng chrlstened it SANPAM w1th approprlate Chlnese ceremony._[

Lot No.'2 - Taylor, Warren J. (Dr ) and Marjorle H.
' (Camp Niantic or ‘Taylor Camp) '

ﬂBy.Dr. Warren J. Taylor

"In 1936, .our camp was owned by the estate of Eva M. Thompson,
kw1th lifetime- lnterest to my Mother, Virginia Thompson, and at that ‘
" time Walsh. 1In 1957, the ownership' was transferred from the estate_
- through Kenneth Thompson to my Mother, at that time Virginia Thompson
Dukelow, and to me, in joint ownershlp.; I became the sole owner upon
my Mother's death.in 1957, and we- placed lt in jOlnt ownershlp with .
Warren J. and Marjorle H. Taylor in l962 A

The New Taylor Camp and New Dock - l958., o
- When- fire ‘destroyed the camp,'the Taylors built a new and modern
camp on the Slte of 'old Camp Niantic. - They also. bullt a new and’ very,
, adequate dock ;The boathouse (assocrated w1th the camp) was re—
-wmodeled in l947. IS : B e :

Boats N o I S L
‘ From Warren's Johnson Kermath lake boat purchased in l938 ,
A through the 'Essex' (originally. the Bradford Canterbury boat then" |
Reg Brown' s), -and ‘the 'Mary Rowe' (owned by Mrs. A. W.,Tucker) ‘the
,cTaylors now own a 20 foot Bertram lnboard—outboard plus two alum— ST
lnum outboards, a canoe, ‘and a sallflsh SR

Lot No. 3.— Forbes, John R.,and Margaret S

In l936 vcamp was" in. the name, of Rev Kenneth Rlpley Forbes.
In. 1947 he changed the ownership to include Ellen E. Forbes as
- Joint Tenants with right of survrvorshlp. In: 1949 they changed
the ownership to Ellen E. Forbes and John Rlpley Forbes as” J01nt o
. Tenants with right of survivorship.- , .



) In 1956 John Rlpley Forbes recelved ownershlp of - "The Hemlocks"
upon the death'of . Ellen E. Forbes. - He changed ownershlp to Johnij@
. Ripley Forbes and" Margaret Sanders Forbes as JorntNTenants w1th ‘

right of survrvorshlp. : e ‘ :

'"The Flrst Camp

In September 1896 Rev.,Francrs H. Spear of Attawaugan,'Connec—'

‘*tlcut purchased’ Lot. No. 3 ‘on the ‘south side’ of Blrch Island. ‘The lot

is narrow, but has a long shore front and a fine beach Because lt

. is. dlStngUlShed by numerous large hemlock trees, the Rev.ySpear
named his camp built in 1899'"The Hemlocks". - Some years later the'.
property was sold to Judge Robert F. Raymond of Newton Centre,vMassa—
chusetts. -~ In 1922 Judge: Raymond sold the property to Rev. Kenneth :“
‘ Rlpley Forbes, then of Roxbury, Massachusetts., - EeE

Death of "Ellen E..Forbes on Blrch Island , ; s

, . In 1954, shortly after. .John and Margaret Forbes arrlved on Blrch
~Island Ellen E. Forbes died of a sudden ‘heart. attack at "The Hem- -
locks” - Dr. Arthur W. Tucker pronounced her death. Ernest Abbott wf
‘returned Ellen Forbes to the malnland for her last trlp. .Her,death :
was the flrst of an 1sland resrdent on Blrch Island o o B

The New’ Camp I = : ST A : A
In the Winter of l965 66, the first camp was purposely burned

by Merrlll Fay to make way for a new‘”Hemlocks" Its . A-Frame. style,3
with. glass front.and open deck on three sides, reflects the love S
‘John ‘and’ Margaret have for the out-of-doors. Redwood was chosen for &
its durablllty and memories of early married years’ in Callfornla
... A large fireplace comblnes native fieldstone with ”rocks of frlend—-

- ship" supplied by many of the island- nelghbors.« The cathedral Cell—

-ing and balcony is made’ of southern plne,'a remlnder of thelr Georgla

: In the Summer of l968 natlve ferns and flowers were tranSplanted
;around ‘the ‘deck.. Red and whlte pine. were. planted -and hemlock and

}afplne needles were carried in: baskets by Rlp and’ Anne from the nearby
‘"grove to-carpet the naked effect of' recent. constructlon.; Flnally, ‘

baskets of Spanlsh moss. from thelr Georgla home hang from beams ‘on
each side of the door and ‘the ‘stone planter in’ front of the porch 1s>,

‘“,ffllled annually w1th gay colored plants

Boats L S SR e _ , k e ‘

5 A small row boat supplled the only transportatlon, ‘as well as-
sklll and prowess in rowing for the Forbes boys - Charles John

. and Fred = until the family became the proud owners of an. Evrnrude;

,motor, and dlstances then began to take on- a ‘smaller dlmenSLOn.‘ The
small rowboat eventually was replaced by ‘a heavy duty Dory, equlpped ;

,wrth llghts, both bow ‘and- stern, and a second hand motor Wthh was. L

‘a match for ‘the great northwesters.~



rances salvaged a l94l 16 Ft.f 95 H.P. Chrls Craft from.Glen- .
dale Harbor, John bought it. chrlstened'The Hemlocks", it remalnedf*
afloat through 26 Summers, - finishing the 1967 season. . In October .
of that year its final voyage was made; ‘John llmped her ‘into shore.

- on Lockes:Island, where Merrill Fay later towed her to safety and
-final haven in his museum at Fay's Boat Yard. In May 1968 "The
Hemlocks" was replaced by a 120 H. p. Pen Yan._ o e

. ~In 1942 John's dream of an inboard became a reallty, for. when
Gus F

. Beginning in l96O other boats have been added “the old. Dory was
replaced by a flberglass outboard, named the Rlpper—Anne, and a ‘10
H. P. Evinrude. 1In 1964 Anne received "Bubbles", a smaller rowboat i
for her own use. 1In 1968- Rip added a 14 rt. Crestllner, w1th a 45¢
H. P. Mercury to the Blrch Island Navy. : 2 ‘

Lot No. 4 - Restall Margaret B. and Henry L.

: Tupelo Cove was the property of Mrs. William Buck . untll her
death - in l949 when it became the property of her three daughters,ﬁ
Margaret Restall Phyllis Jordan, and Barbara Metcalf In 1951,
ownership went to Margaret and Henry Restall. "With the advent of
electricity, a bathroom was added to the house and the kltchen
was modernized. ' '

Boats . - : : i , L
‘The. Restalls own a Garwood lnboard named "Tupelo Cove", and
two outboards.

Lot No. 5 - oldham, ‘Nellie M. : , «
' Speakman, - Florence K.,and Lee Dorothy Ellen

"Camp Moosrlauke in the past has had ltS hlstory closely related
to: that of . Camp Pasquaney.~ Both camps:belonged to the 0ldham famlly,
Pasquaney in pad's name and Moosilauke in Mother's name.k In. 11958 :

- Camp Moosilauke was given to. us. officially, the camp is recorded
in the names of Florence Speakman and Ellen Lee. Until 1953 Dad ' -
‘»enjoyed spending his. Summers at camp, cru131ng on: the water, Slttlng
on Breezy Point and actively participating in camp llfe.' Mother, who
spent every ‘Summer at the lake, stopped comlng to the: lake ‘in 1958.
The Lees were regular residents from 1943 on. The Speakmans were able
to v151t only occaSLOnally until 1956 when they retlred from the ‘navy
and were able to have more frequent vacations on the lsland It mlght
_be 1nterest1ng to note that in the Summer of 1968 Kimberly," the o
"'daughter ‘of Virginia Lee Woodruff, spent her flrst vacatlon here at;'
. the rlpe old age of two.weeks. U \

Boats : SRR R 8 - .
~'rhe orlglnal camp. launch th'°"Moos11auke" was bUllt by Johnson‘j-
of Lakeport for J. R. D. Oldham about 1916, For many years she did
yeoman serv1ce as a carrler and prlvate launch ,‘The MQOSLlauke is



now in* —boat-museum—in Reho,'Nevada It has ‘its” orlglnal McDuff
motor. - When. the Moosrlauke was retired in l960 it was replaced
by'thee"Forusall" formerly the "Bedella"'owned by Mrs. Sarah
Ransom of Meredith, New: Hampshlre - A red fiber glass canoce, a e
small alumlnum outboard and a. twrn motored outboard runabout round
out the- fleet : L

Lot No. 6 —~T1nker, Rev. and Mrs. Welllngton H.‘(Clara)
' Brown, Gertrude F. and Reglnald s

, ‘ Camp Passaconaway was owned by Rev. and Mrs. Welllngton H.
Tlnker until 1946. In 1946 it was sold to Mr. and: Mrs.: Reginald
Brown who had rented the flrst Taylor camp (Nlantlc) for ‘a number
of years. - In l950 they renovated the. camp by addlng a bathroom,~»
extensively remodellng the kitchen,. and. .building a stone porch CE
In 1957 they had a waterfront path built. “In l963 ‘they: sold a -
small pie-shaped plece of property to:the Speakmans and Lees in:
\order to glve them more shore property : .

Boats

.~ . In 1953, the Browns bought the "Essex" formerly owned by the,,fﬂ
Rev. Mr. Bradford. It was sold to Warren Taylor in 1957, and a
Chris Craft named the "Regert" was. purchased that year. In addi-
tion,- the Browns own an outboard which Reg uses almost dally for
,bflShlng., For many years he has been Birch Island's number one .’
flsherman,;replaCLng Dr. Tucker, Jim Sherman and other. 1sland rod"
7and reel greats. : ~ ~ S

. Lot No. 7 - Sherman, James and Doris At
- ' Lyman, Shlrley C and John ‘H.

, ThlS camp 1n “the flrst part of the perlod followrng l936 was‘[;v
 owned by Hélen S. Sherman, who died in the Fall of 1952 ' The camp . ..
 was 1nher1ted by James Sherman who owned and occupled lt untll '
- September 1961. , . ,

"Camp Maskwamozr"_remalned v1rtually unchanged untll electr1c1ty‘
same ‘on the. lsland._ Then,- in 1958, a bathroom and modern kltchen
were added .Even a dishwasher. A picture w1ndow with a view- of Mt
,Washlngton was. installed in the outhouse, complete with pink nylon
ruffled curtaln and matchlng paper and candle Mrs. Reglnald Brown ';
"~ was the. lnterlor decorator.- : R , e

'In September 1961, Camp Maskwamozr was purchased by John and :
qShlrley Lyman. They have screened in the back porch and built. out;'”f
1nto the water, from materlals scrounged from various. parts of the
lake reglon, a cocktall terrace of modestly substantlal size.:



Boats : ' IR
! . ; The Sherman boats 1ncluded a 20 Ft Jafco lnboard named

”Snooks" Major surgery was. ‘performed. on the‘"Snooks" to make .
its bottom leak proof This took three Summers while various -
,‘new names were chosen and- then dlscarded as the flberglass1ng
“went on. Flnally, ‘in September 1964, - the boat was rechristened
"No-Name" .and launched ‘with the help of all able—bodled men . and
women on the lsland that day. i e : S

The other Lyman boats 1nclude two small outboards, the
"Angle Worm Two" .and the. "Poodlebug"‘ and the "Sally III""a
le Ft. Chasebullt w1th a 65 H. P Mercury outboard ' «

- Lot“No. 8 = Morgan,erl and Mrs Edw1n,F.uwfd

- Mr. . and Mrs Edwin’ F. Morgan of" Prov1dence, Rhode Island o
“purchased Camp Narragansett in: 1932 “and since Mr. Morgan s death
- in 1961 Mrs._Morgan has retalned ownersh1p.~ ‘ ~ RO

: Shortly after the Morgans purchased the camp, they added a
dlnlng room by enlarglng and closing in a small porch on the side
of the house, and ‘later added a bathroom, runnlng ‘hot. and cold
water, and the other comforts that electr1c1ty made p0551ble

Boats R : . o
‘The Morgan boats 1nclude the "Cleve" ;a double ender rowboat
‘the "Marlbar", another rowboat;; ~and a canoe. Wheaton ‘and Carolyn _
* Thomas also have a Chris- Craft lnboard and outboard runabout and
‘a Dorv sometlmes powered by a VLntage 1- l/2 H. Pp. Johnson outboard

V'Lot No. 9‘~vShedd Gladys V. and Dr ClarenxaP.

The Shedds flrst came to Blrch Island in l9l6 'and have oc~.

. cupled on a rental basis many camps~—— Old Camp Nlantlc and the']w

“E. R. Lyman Camp,'among ‘others -~ until they’ were able to buy the - -
Rickard house in' 1932. -Like all. the other camps, many ‘changes were .
made when: electr1c1ty was brought to the 1sland —= 1nclud1ng the:
addlng of the bathroom.  Many exterlor changes were made, lncludlng
~ the w1den1ng of the porches up_stairs and downstairs. In 1967 the'
~camp was transferred to Kathleen Shedd Wright and Charles V. Shedd.

Boats ‘ ‘ L
Molded flberglass 15 Ft boat thh ‘an 18 H. P. outboard and“

an old canoe.

Lot No. lO - Lyman, Ellhu R. and Sarah E. H.

The Lyman camp ‘is the one camp on the lsland owned by members
of the-original famlly "The camp- was bullt in. 1906 and owned by ‘
- Rev.. Payson W..Lyman until his death in: l924 then OWned by his" son,f‘
" Elihu R. Lyman, ‘until he died in 1937. It is now owned by ‘his wife, '

~Sarah’ E. H. Lyman, who has continuously summered here twith Teaw g1



: -In 1930, Ellhu Lyman had a bathroom and large tool ‘and- storage‘w
room bUllt on the west side of the camp.*.In 1940 John bullt on-a
‘bedroom: and small shed behlnd the tool room and a Delco generator P
was. lnstalled ln the shed for. pumping up the water and for- electrlcg;
llghtlng. ‘When electr1c1ty arrlved on the lsland the orlglnal toolf_
- room was turned into an elegant bedroom; the small bedroom became fﬁ'h
',the tool room' and the shed became the wood house ‘ e ' -

Boats , - L IV L o .
Gaerod‘inboard boat the‘“Sally II" ,and a canoe.;

f'<f LOt To. 11 "Canterbury, Ruth Bradford and Donald i
- R §E&EE_ Dorothy M. .and E. Stuart

In 1930, Ruth Bradford Canterbury became the ‘owner of "Maple
- Point Camp",kformerly owned by her parents,‘Rev. and Mrs. Emery '
Bradford : o ~

. In l962 Ruth Canterbury sold the camp whlch had been enjoyed
. by four generatlons of her. famlly., It ‘was: purchased by Dorothy and_"
' ;Stuart Smith. : :

’f Since the Canterburys had not had the camp w1red for electrrcrty,
this' was the first: progect undertaken by the Smlths, along with moder
plumblng and a bit of modern1z1ng in- the kitchen.'.. Next, two partl—;‘
- tions were. taken out from the’ second floor: -and two’ spaCIous closets -
built. In 1964 and 1965 a new porch was bullt to replace the old: one
across’ the front of- the. house. Islanders have. been led to belleve
that the next progect lS a new dock . Vg'i;»v;wga~;~;, I '

.BoatS“ ; S . : D iz :

: The Canterburys have the dlstlnctlon of hav1ng owned the "Essex

. which boat became in -turn' the- property of: the Browns, ‘the" Taylors,t

"and the Ed Morgans. When Ed4° Morgan' acqulred a ‘new boat the."Essex”ka

,,left Birch Island’ for the last time, -August 27, .1966. She had been“ :

,,a part of’ Birch Island hlstory contlnuously since the day she was
launched for Rev. Bradford  in July, 1922, T

R T The Smlths boats lnclude ab"crulsers" outboard ,an'alumlnum’
'outboard and a canoe : : : : S TR

e Lot‘No. 12 - Avery,;u . and Mrs. Walter W. (Ellzabeth)
L " ' Morgan, Edw1n F.,'Jr., and Barbara Tlnker

: ThlS is- one of " the earllest camps, bullt in 1898 by Mr L Mary_,.
Avery on the land owned by Wlnslow E. and Mary. Avery.J The name that
she: gave to the camp was Rock Plne Lodge. ‘The camp was transferred ',1
to their son Marcellus Avery,: and then to hlS son Walter W. Avery,i ,
- .who took title to the camp ln l958., HlS Mother, Mrs. Abble Avery,mpfj
_dled ln l96l : : i ¥ e

: The camp lS now owned by Edwrn F. Jr., and Barbara Tlnker.Morgan.
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Boats

The Averys owned a sallboat and also an lnboard motor boat
which they named "Rock Plne" after the name ‘of the camp.~

- In l966 the. Morgans purchased . a l9' Century lnboard In l968
they sold thlS boat and purchased a 23' Dunphy 1nboard and an old.
Town: canoe ' : (I : , : :

Lot No. 13 - Oldham,, J.. R.VLD.
B - 0ldham, Nellie M. o S :
Oldham, Wllllam D. G.vand Marlon L.

Camp Pasquaney was’ the property of J " R."D. Oldham untll l953‘
when- Nellle M. Oldham inherited it. It was deeded “to W.,D.,G.~and
Marion L. Oldham in 1957. A three. footjrlght of way to.the main
path from Moosilauke property borderlngiRestall s was lncluded in
the deed. “Among many improvements made to Camp Pasquaney are the
1nstallatlon of one of the. first profax"systems, a septic tank,
running water and a- lavatory - orlglnallyipowered by a gasollne engine
later by. electrrcrty., For a part of many 'seasons-Camp ‘Pasquaney . was
-rented to ‘Mr. Warren Mathewson, an av1d flsherman, and his wife.
Another enthus1ast1c Summer tenant was Rev. J. Homer Slutz with his
family. Mr. Slutz often preached at the Sunday serv1ce on the lslan
Aunt Llly Oldham was a regular guest for many, many Summers.‘

Boats

'"Baralong" purchased from Mr. Pearsall was replaced by "Arlel"
- The present speedster is the,“Baba Yaga'. . Other boats include
Jimmy's Arkansas Traveler with outboard motor and a ‘grey. Peterboro
~ canoe whlch was followed by an Alumacraft canoe. e :

Lot No. 14 - Tucker, Dr Arthur w. and Ruble H.

"Old Camp" was the orlglnal camp on. the island (the only one) a
the time of the purchase of the. lsland in 1893. The camp was. purchas
"by Dr. Tucker in 1920. At the. ‘time of ‘the writing of Emery Bradford
~history the camp was still owned by Dr. Arthur w. Tucker. It came ir

the ownership of Mrs. Ruble H. Tucker at the death of her husband
December 26, 1956 ' :

The "0ld Camp" remains essentlally the way it was in 1893. al-
though a closed-in porch was added .across ‘the front along with dininc
‘and kitchen facilities on the east side. Dr. Tucker also built three
separate buildings, two sleeplng cabins with baths, and- the "O.P.D.,"
» for recreation and storage. . The "0ld camp" is still the warmest on
the island and has been known “to "defy frost and storm" on many a”
winter s night. : k

“Boats

After the sale of the “Mary Rowe"‘(the first Chrls Craft Irw1n

Marine sold on the lake) to the Taylors and the YAngle Worm Two", a
rowboat with a 5% H.P. Johnson outboard “to the Shermans, there. have

b T, SR S W .1.1..-...3__..‘__



Lot No. 15 (Steamboat.Island)vwﬂ‘ e *
B . Tucker, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Sr. (Christine)
- Tucker, Chrlstlne wllson Tt -
“Tucker, Stuart. G

~Armen, Seth A.‘.- , f

- “From Emery Bradford S Hlstory (1936) ’"Steamboat Is land
which became an ‘integral part of. Blrch Island Camp Company at
the time of its organization by agreement w1th the then owner,‘
\Mr.vWalter J. Yates, came into the’ possess1on of his son Howard
D." Yates, after his- Father s ‘death. He sold the island to Mr.
‘William E. Tucker of . New | York. City. Mr. Tucker removed the
' cabin built by Mr. Yates and - bullt a larger, more modern struc—'
- ture. ‘He also built” the long- —-desired brldge across;'the gap
: connectlng Steamboat Island w1th Birch- Island b

This house with: its 9 bedrooms and 7 bathrooms,,and 1tsty
Vcharmlng llVlng room,was very different in character from the
) "camps" on Birch. Island, but" for’ thlrty three years it:made a
- very happy home for the- Tuckers, ‘and in- their. younger years,

Doris and Bill: Tucker, Jr., and thelr other chlldren Stuart e
'and Carol ; ~ R : '

On the death of Wllllam E. Tucker, January 8 l958 'the
- tltle to Steamboat passed to" hlS wife Chrlstlne On ‘her: death
~June 2, 1964, the tltle passed to their .son’ Stuart G. Tucker of,,
f]Poughkeeps1e, New vork. After two Summers. of occupancy by the
. Stuart Tuckers, Steamboat was sold on’ August 8, 1966 to Mr.
“'Seth A. Armen of Norfolk Massachusetts. S ' o

*yBoats l

Stuart Tucker wrltes- o = : -

"As for boats- The 'carol WLlson I guess is- about my. age.
I can't remember: not hav1ng it. Chris Craft mahogany, two' seats
in front: of the englne ‘and | one behlnd it.....then” ‘there ‘was the
'Doris Joy', usually -just called. the *D. J.'. I really don't kno
its age or make. It was -the cla551c long, ‘narrow style of the -
twenties. (Per W. E. Tucker, Jr., the "Doris Joy was bullt about
1924 by. Johnson) , R ~ -

- "The last year we were at Steamboat we had a l7 l/2 Ft. in-
yboard—outboard called 'The Wreck' (after the steamboat wreck), a'
sailboat .called Tubby and Sandy S. Father s red raft called ;e
'The Lobster , , , :



. FAMILIES OF THE ISLAND'

Unto the Thlrd and Fourth Generatlons

Lot l —~Tucker

Members of the Famlly er A : ;
Mr. and Mrs - William E. Tucker r;“(Edlth Noel)
Thelr Chlldren - : k" o
Wllllam Ellsworth Jr ‘and Doris:
Marrlage - :
’W WllllamkE, Tucker,th.'tolBeryl Weisman
Their Children - - R S
Sandra Ackerson . born February 8 1949 N Y. Clty

\ Pamela Sanborn ‘ _ born June 16, 1953, N.Y. City-
[Marrlage —~Sandra A. to Carlos E.. Castellanos

Lot 2 - Taylor

Membersﬁof the Famlly : IR R )
| Mrs. Virginia Thompson Walsh held llfetlme interest i#’1936
Marrlages - ' o | . ,f'y RO -
Vlrglnla Thompson to John Dukelow - September 7 51948"

.. Dr ..Warren.J. Taylor, son of Vlrglnla Thompson, to
MarjOrie M. Hutchlns - September 15, 1945

Their Chlldren - ; :

Wayne Jonathan * born June 2, 1947 r
Leigh Whitham ' born September 30, 1949
Jane Stewart * born May 29, 1951 ‘
Vlrglnla Martha " born March lO 1958

FThe four Tavlor chlldren have spent . at least a part of every
Summer. of. thelr llves on Birch Island ...vall of these chil-
dren. have been chrlstened in the Birch Island Church by Dr
_'Clarence P. Shedd. Chrlstenlngs
‘ Wayne Jonathan Taylor 1943; Lelgh Whltham Taylor 1950
Jane Stewart and Vlrglnla Martha Taylor, 1962 -

‘Lot 3 - Forbes

Members*of ‘the Family o |
Rev Kenneth Rlpley Forbes and Ellen E. Forbes
S Thelr Children - ERE LN d,.y : j
T -eharies B; Fred A.,and"Johnuﬁ;r Eo T e

Marrlage - ; y |
" Fred Alden Forbes +A V1r01n1a Mpm o e



hRTheirfchildren'é:‘ - 4 U e
Frederick Alden, Jr., "Mlckey" born September 19,

o 1946 Phlladelphla, Pennsylvanla; et g.%‘
- Brenda - . born December 15,.1948, Trenton, N. J. -
Nancy Karen ~ “born June 7, 1952, charleston, W. Va.

Marrlage»— : ’
John Rlpley Forbes to Margaret Sanders, Atlanta, Georgi
‘December 10, 1951 : i : , IR
Thelr Chlldren -

- Brnest RlpleY "Rip". ‘, born February 10, 1953,
~sacramento, California - . . : AT
‘Margaret Anne “Anne” . born January ll 1l957,&

”Greenw1ch Connectlcut B R

Lot 4 - Restall
Members of the Famlly
Mr; and Mrs Wllllam F Buck

E

Daughters - Margaret Phyllls and Barbara

‘Marriages _n : e :
Phyllls‘— married Thomas E. Jordan :
‘ Barbara Metcalf - marrled Frank J. McDonald

Margaret - marrled Henry L. Restall

j Chlldren of Henry L Restall and Margaret Restall

HOlllS : b o o
: Barbara —~Barbara Restall marrled Robert Horne,’l957

Chlldren of Barbara and Robert Horne -

: Holly and Heldl, tw1n glrls, born\ln Aprll l963
o Robert born in June, 1965 L Sl

jiLot 5 and Lot 13 - Oldham - Lee - Speakmané!fﬁl

Members of the Famlly e
Mr. and Mrs..J. R. D. Oldham“_
»Thelr Chlldren —._:T,“’“ '
Wllllam‘D.@G; Lo
 Elizabeth Munroe
" Florence Kathryn:
. Dorothy Ellen 7 1=
~ Marriages - I : »
, ‘ - William'D,;G. to Marlon Lovell
woeem—s =—Flizabeth M: to Walter-IL. Holmes“

Florence K. to’ Harry E. Speakman, Jr.mﬂg
Dorothy Ellen to Robert “A. Lee SO

;‘chllaren"of.w.DﬂG. and Marlon Oldham;v{;'



Marcia Elalne'a‘
. Merle Alerla _
‘James Wlnthrop

children of Ellzabeth and Walter Holmes>v'

Ellzabeth Valerle
Jeanne Laurle

| Chlldren of Ellen and Robert Lee

Virglnla EllenA
Wllllam Robert

‘ Marrlages - , i k
: fMarcxa E Oldham to Edward Vann;i_
"_iThelr Chlldren -i“

fffFrederlck Denton T‘born\March{l95§'q
" Michael Edward . born" Aprll 1960
~Krlst1na Elalne S ‘born September l962

'E Valerle Holmes to Ralph B. Mantecon
lyThelr chlldren - e ‘

“Laurie Ellzabeth born Aprll l963
Scott Blalr T , born February l967

.Jeanne Laurle Holmes to Martln J. o Malley
;Vlrglnla E. Lee to John A° Woodruff
Their child - : o e
,‘Klmberly Lee born,July'lSGBLfl

Lot 6 -~ Tlnker and Brown:-

Members of the Tlnker Famlly
Rev. -and Mrs. Welllngton H. Tlnker (clara)
o Thelr Chlldren —;,‘ ' . ' R

'Welllngton H., Jge. .
Charlotte - = .
- Philip Barbour =
o Barbara

. Marrlages —7

Welllngton H Jr. to Margaret Helvenston, 1938

Charlotte to- Mansfleld Beshears, Jr.. "Bob
Barbara to Edwin F. Morgan, Jr., 1938

~ Philip B. Tlnker to Margaret Rlblet 1942



Members of the Brown Famlly

Reglnald and Gertrude Brown

.f~The1r Chlldren -

hMary Frances (Sawyer)
.. ‘Richard (Sawyer)
' W“Betsy Laura

= Marrlages_—

born October 2
born November 4

‘ born Aprll 25

41920
1921

l931

Mary Frances Brown to H Lloyd Phllpott'f,t

Thelr thlldren —ﬂé“

-»«‘fMarguerlte Ellzabeth
. Jeffrey Lloyd
~Andrew Crispin
'valmee Marcra

;<bOrn
born
. “born-
"‘borni

Rlchard Brown to L01s Brown

‘Thelr Chlldren —'

Aleabeth Anne
Reglnald :

Betsy Laura to Bruce Cramer '

Thelr Chlldren —,‘

,Betsy o
Scott: Nowell o
‘Sara Butterfleld

Lot 7 —vsherman and Lyman

Members of the Famllles

born
born

© born
born
_born

‘Noyember S
'November 16
;July 12,

Juné]4
February- 12,
September 29,

James and Doris. Sherman (untll l96l)

Chlldren - Jlm wrltes

Just Dorls and me"’jﬁl%'

'f John H. and Shlrley CoyLyman’

“John H. Lyman marrled Shlrley Carroll November lO

Thelr Chlldren"—q
Jeffrey Carroll, |

Sally Hargravevdf,

Both chlldren vere chrlstened on" Blrch Island by
Dr. Clarence p. Shedd Jeffrey An l947 and Sally
in l950 (w1th Lelgh Taylor and’ Scott Smlth) R
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1946 -

1949

1953

born December 8
‘, Prov1dence,

born September l6

Boston,

Mass

vSePtemb??JZQ;

1953'

February 24, 1956
January 13, 1959

1955

1961

1946

R.v

I.

1943



Lot 8 - Morgan
| It Members of. the Famlly b :
. Mr and Mrs. Edwn_n F. ‘Morga‘n .
| T “LThelr Chlldren —'f"4h :

F\Edwrn F. Jr.
Richard |
Grace. . -
- Dorothy
‘Carolyn~
Marrlagec - e
;yEdwrn F. Jr. (See Lot l2) , , L _
" Richard ‘Morgan to Barbara R. James —‘May 29 1943
(SiThelr child - 7 ‘

: Marllyn : born May 5 1945, and marrled to l
o Roger R. Cranshaw, May 4, 19685} S

- Grace Morgan to Mlllard H. Plerce March'lO;,l945
Their Chlldren —'" ' E i e

. .Millard H. Jr F, born July 2 l946‘lﬂ
‘ , ‘Sally M.-" - born June 14, 1947
‘ ~John F.' - ' porn January 28, 1949
‘Linda F. . . ‘born May 21, 1954 - . S
Joan E. .  born September 27, 1959

};Dorothy M.,Morgan (See ‘Lot ll) ,
| Carolyn Morgan to JH. wheaton Thomas, July l 1945 o
“‘Thelr Chlldren L : ' ’ ’

“Ralpth. II ,i‘«fﬁ,born February'lG 19472‘”
‘Richard M. Dborn February 18, 1955
,Franklw. . o i?lborn May l9 1959 -

- Lot 9 - Shedd- f' T 5'¥,3, 5

‘Members. of - the Family ClEar Ry
ClarenoeP. and Gladys Van'MaterwShedd'nk”i,k‘
~ Their . Chlldren —,ff"f e o

reeee—e—s —Rathrleen- Hadw1n R R
Charles van. Mater '

Marrlages -

“‘ Kathleen Hadwin Shedd to L T
’ o ‘Dr, Myron Wright - Januaryrlo;‘1942 (diVorcedrl968),

SN



wlThelr chlldren —_llf

3Peter Farnum - ... born January 10, . 1943
. Karen van Mater “born November 30, 1946‘yf“3?
Andrew Beattie = . born March 2, 1948
Margot Shedd © ~  born May 26, 1950
‘ Mark Bate . _v#g“'nborn7February 27, 1932
Jonathan'HadWin:{v ‘born oOctober. 25, l957

Charles’ Van Mater Shedd to‘,l o
Vlrglnla Evelyn Edge, october,3;'l953f’
.'Thelr Chlldren -y e TR

"yDennls Allen j'”fﬁsfbornﬂNovember 8, 1954 ;if:.a,"'
 Jeffrey Thomas:. .- -born September 14, l956
Nancy Gail . o YbornlDecember 8, 1959
Michael: Wllllam ~ born June 19, l96l '
‘,“Robert charles ‘ﬂ_fborniNovember 27 1963

Peter Farnum erght to: : e
Penelope Fraser August l4 ‘1964rm'

Thelr Chlldren -

Tlmothy Fraser erght born Aprll l9 l967v
2 (ThlS Great Grandson' of .Clarence and Gladys Shedd
n'was chrlstened by Dr Shedd on Blrch Island in l967)

Lot lO - Lyman ‘
 Members .of the Famlly ”, ( T
“""Mri and Mrs. Ellhu R. Lyman (Sarah E H )
7 Thelr Chlldren - ‘5;'“ I o

Carollne R.W"
John H.o

Marrlages'— R
‘oCarollne R.-Lyman to o S
Dr( Howard N.. Slmpson, January 1, 1938 '
 Their. Chlldren;— R

,~%,,;M~»lechard Lyman R born‘Augusf'22;¥l939‘jy~' =
-.-_._L __Bar.r.y Klng " . born June 27, 1941 e Tt
. Donald Howard S born November ‘3, 1943 a

"John H. Lyman (See Lot 7) !



Lot 11 - Bradford Canterbury and Smith

i Members of the Bradford and. Canterbury Famllles“(l936él962§
‘ | ,;-:;Rev. and Mrs. Emery Bradford s o S
| | Their Daughter Ruth ‘,. { .
Ruth Bradford married Donald Canterbury
Their Chlldren - .

-Mary Carollne
Bradford

Marrlagec -

- Mary Carollne Canterbury tO:n;
Charles 'S. Hatch, 1952

Thelr Chlldren -

Victoria ‘born October 4, 1955 ‘
Alexander ', born February 8, ‘1957

BradfordrCanterbury to
Muriel Elvin,. in 1958
B fMembers of the Smitthamily U
., , - E. Stuart and Dorothy M. Smith
E. Stuart Smith marrled Dorothy M. Morgan, December 4 1943
Their Children -. } N

Stephen Morgan~' born'Februaryvl9, 1947
Scott Cleveland born May 24, l950 |
Laurie Frances born August 3, 1964

Laurl Frances was chrlstened at the Island Chapel on_"
August 15, 1965 by Dr. Clarence P. Shedd as was Scott
Cleveland (with Sally Lyman and Lelgh Taylor) in 1950.

Marriages -

: Stephen Morgan Smlth marrled Karen Anne
Leonardson on December 28 1967.

Karen s famlly have llved on Welch Island
- for many years, and her Great Uncle, EllOt

White, "was married to Edith Yates by "Rev.
Walter J. vates on Steamboat Island.

Lot 12 -~ Avery and Morgan .
.» ~ Members of the Avery Famlly
Mr. & Mrs. Marcellus Avery (Abble)l

. ‘Their children -

Walter Ww.
Ruth s



Marrlages -

' Walter W. Avery to Ellzabeth Lougee o
Thelr Chlld - Stephenv L

Ruth Avery to Robert Johnson

Their Children - . ,
Susie - marrled Roger Engel ln 1963

'Barbara v
Mark P born Feb 27, 1950
Members of - the Morgan Famlly ’ - y o ‘ }
Edw1n F. Jr. band Barbara Tlnker Morgan, marrled Oct 22y'l938
' Thelrychlldren - h, ; . e
Robert Edward o born June ll 1942?:'

Carol,Vlrg;nla,” born December 3l 19467
Marriages —"

‘ Robert Edward Morgan to Marllee Moseley July 30, l966h*”f
carol Vlrglnla Morgan to Jack C Hanover Aug. 12 ;rl96]

Lot l4 - Tucker
Members of the Famlly o

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Tucker‘(Rubief
Their Children —g:e E h
Arthur W. Jr.
Mary Rowe

HMarriages_—jyy:“‘ e e e
Martha'Ransom to pr. Arthur M.‘Tucker,ngr Aug.‘lO, 194Qj
Their Childrenu—',s' e o |

Susan B. - born Jan. 8,;1942,5married' Sl
\; Gerald C. Davis, June .13, 1964 = .. ..

Their Children\—

Robert W.  born July 20, 1966
Thomas C. " born ‘March 6, 1968

" Nancy A. - born February 25, 1944 ’marrled
Arthur J. Lockhart, Jr June 5, 1965

Thelr child -~ R , ‘
Arthur John III ~ born Sept. 4, 1968
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;Mary Rowe Tucker to Prof Hugh B Staples; May’28,fl949'
Their Chlldren R , : Jn n

‘fEllsabeth : born Sept 7,11953
}Hugh Arthur born Aprll 18, l957

. ‘Not to be: forgotten 1s Auntle Kay Hllllker, a very close
’ school frlend of Ruble : v

~Lotk15'— (Steamboat Island);— Tucker and Armen
Members of the Tucker Famlly : “ L
_ TJMrt & Mrs. Wllllam E. Tucker Sr;,(christine)
o Thelr Children .- S &

Stuart Gordon““ born June 21 193517‘
Carol Wllson - born 1930 - _
Marrlages‘—-

, Stuart G. Tucker to Sandra Legler, March 23 1957-\"
Thelr Children - o .
'Wendy- R R ‘born March 24, 1959

Peter = '~ born October 5, 1960

Susank.S : - born May 31, 1962<Vg'

Members of the Armen Famlly
Mr. & Mrs. Seth A. Armen (Eloise)ftn
Their Chlldren —,“"1 5 V‘; ‘ ,
Hartley S. . ‘Bcrn-0ctober{28h'194é

Christopher- '~ = born October 23, 1953
Theodore born June 22, 1955

' Rebecca B ‘born April’24 1957

20.



WHO'S WHO IN OUR “ISLAND COMMUNITY =

=

Busrness or ProfeSSLOnal Posrtlons .r;f‘

: The 1nstructlons of. the commlttee were for a detalled and non—7
modest Who's Who. ~In handllng ‘the materlal gathered by the four: -
devoted "gals"* ‘the. edltor ‘found hlmself in a very dlfflcult 51tua—x‘
~tion. It is very}mmd to: compare bu81nessand professronal work in

. terms-of a. so—called "Non-Modest Who's Who!. For thlS -reason he |
_ has taken the liberty of indicatingwonly the character of the poSié;7
_v7tlon held by the "Man of the House" .or in some cases also by the
'5_w1fe ellmlnatlng all of the detalled non modest Who'! 's’ Who materlal.

It 'is srgnlflcant that three members of our honored communlty
are in the "who's wWho in: America" (Forbes ‘Shedd, Sherman), but in
.a way thlS is not as significant as the types of bus1ness pos1tlons
- held- by ‘other members of the communlty. ‘If the editor were to 51ngle
out any members of - the communlty for greater distinction in service’
,durlng these years since 1936, it would not be. dlfflcult to settle
’ on three names on whlch there would be complete agreement

”'_,,Dr, Arthur W. Tucker whose' mlnlstrles to our camp
communlty ‘as. doctor, suxgeon and Island agent .

Wlll put us all forever ‘in his: debt, ‘»Weyf“"g f; f'f“

The Reverend Emery Bradford ("Uncle Em").who“mightg;,'
well be called the splrltual pllot oftour_com—' o
. munlty, and o

Mrs. Sally Lyman, whose succeedlng blrthdays are
celebrated by scores of blrthday cards from
the mall—boat and whose gift to the communlty
1s the sunshlne of. a very happy heart ‘ -

'members'of our 1sland communlty. SRS

It is a strlklng fact that we have in the communlty such a wide

: varlety of busrness and profess1onal talents as will be ev1denced by
the llstlng below-v : S

i Armen,ySeth-A - Certlfled Publlc Accountant and Assoc.“Professor )
- V e Northeastern Unlver51ty, Boston, Massachusetts

: Avery, Walter W. - Sales Englneer, COmmunlcatlon and Electron1css
' ' DlVlSlOn, Motorola Inc. .. : :

Brown, Reglnald - DlStrlCt Sales Manager, Socony Mobll Oil’Company‘
‘ (retlred) S S SRR TAR S e



Brown,sRichard*S._~»

Canterbury, N. D. -
,Canterbury, Ruth B.

Cramer, Bruce -

Forbes,:Johnl—

Certlfled Publlc Accountant ownfhusiness,

fvSacramento, Callfornla

Consulting Forester; Houston, ‘Texas.

- lerarlan,4Catalog Department Fondren L
Library, Rlce Instltute, Houston, Texas.}‘i

Vice Pres.rand General Manager of Catalyst,

Development Corporatlon.

Pres1dent Natural Scrence for Youth Founda-\h:~‘
tlon, Creator of Museums for Y0uth ' B

Forbes, Rev. Kenneth R, - Eplscopal Rector, Organlzer and Founder,

(Deceased 1965)

Horne, Robert -

Lee,'Robert A.Le

Lyman,‘ElihuvR.,
(Deceased 1937)

Lyman, John H: -
Lyman, Shirleypc.

McDonald,’ Barbara'M.

V?Morgan,kEdwin'F. -
(Deceased 1961)

Morgan, Edwin F.Jr. -

Morgan,'RiCharde.

“Morgan, Robert_E Rt

oldham, J.R.D. -
(Deceased,l953)(

‘Oldham, Marion”—

Oldham, Ww. D G. —-

‘*,phllpott H. Lloyd

St . Johns- -on- the Lake, Bear Island Chapel;

Vice Pre51dent - Pac1flc Southwest Reglon, The‘r‘

Hertz Corporatlon

Industrlal Insulatlon Specrallst

First PreSLdent Massachusetts Gear and‘Toolm
‘Company. ‘ ’ ‘

Pre51dent of Geartronlcs Corporatlon, North

'Blllerlca, Massachusetts
(Mrs. John~H ) —.Dog Breeder.

Director ‘and owner (w1th her husband) of
Camp Nokomls, on Bear Island.

Banker, Vice Pre51dent of Rhode Islandf
ospltal Trust Company, Provrdence, R. I.

Director of Englneerlng, Fram Corporatlon,
oEast Prov1dence, Rhode Island

Cost Accountant Kenney. Manufacturlng Company, .
Warwick, Rhode Island - ’

Investment COunsellor.d : Lmlpgggulwﬁgmrs

Superlntendent of Schools, East Providence,
Rhode Island. ' \ :

_Physical Educatlon Instructor.~

ngh School Engllsh Instructor.,

Purchasrng Manager, ‘Refineries and Tanker~

%VFleet MObll Oll Corporatlon.

‘Pierce, Millard'H;
Restall Henry L-;
n‘Restall HOlllS -

,Lleutenant Colonel ‘U. S. Army.,(Retired)’ '

_fStaff Englneer, Boston,and MaineyRailroad;ﬁ*

- Park Department, Melrose,\Massachusetts,'“‘”‘



Shedd, Charles. V. - Industrial- Relatlons Manager, Foster wheeler .
‘ n‘ N ' 4j : Company,‘Dansv1lle, New: York e : -
"Shedd,fDr Clarence P. - pProfessor (Emerltus), Rellglon in ngher
: e Education, Yale D1v1n1ty School

'Sherman,'JameS'—\) Publlsher, thtle, Brown -and. Company —'Boston,f
g Massachusetts ‘General Manager from 1955 ~

; (Retlred) e - ‘ e
»Simpson, Barry K. - Partner Envrronmental Dynamlcs Corporatlon,

Warren, ‘Vermont: Co De51gner, Optor Housing
System ' ' : ,

Simpson,‘Donald H.- Educatlonal Instructor and erter, Systematlon,
B Inc.,: Colorado Sprlngs, Colorado. :

Simpson, DrriHoward,N. Internlst and Medlcal Dlrector Monarch
PR . Life Insurance Sprlngfleld Ma sachusetts.

Simpson,rRlchard L. Dlrector, Camp Goodwrll Chlld and Famlly
: . Serv1ce, Washlngton, D-. C.gfw

‘Smith,:E. Stuart'— General. Manager, M.»B Claff & Sons,;Inc.,
R Brockton, Massachusetts.r. ’ S
,Speakman, Harry E. Jr. +~Naval Avrator, Commander, U;dS: Navy (Retire
"Taylor,’Marjorie M. (Mrs. ‘Warren J.) —'Reglstered Nurse.;‘ i
Taylor,CDr Warren J. = Thora01c Surgeon, Boston, Massachusetts.;lf;,

‘[Thomas, H Wheaton—- Vice Presldent Commercral Division, L G.., v
G e Balfour Company, Attleboro, Massachusetts.,-&

Tlnker, Rev. Welllngton H,‘_ Y. M C.A. 88cretary, ;;lb
(Deceased 1951) . S

~rTrnker,‘Welllngton»H. Jr.-— Director of Camp Lawrence on Bear Island
\ : L S ' ‘and assoc1ates camps and travel prOjeCtS

Tucﬁerjubr; Arthur W..— General Practltloner, Lynn,»Massachusetts.
(Deceased 1956) : : ' IR R

Tucker, Dr. Arthur W}~Jr - Obstetr1c1an and Gynecoloolst Boston,
AN . Massachusetts i 2 , .

Tucker, Beryl W. (Mrs. W. E. Jr )‘ PIESldent Beryl Tucker”’ Young
C S e _Trends, Inc.,‘New York New: York

Tucker,’Martha~R.h(Mrs. A.,W.‘Jr.)fe Cytologlst Boston, Massachusett

Tucker,ﬂstuart‘d;r— Senior Englneer, Developments D1v1s10n, I.B.M.
e h T Corporatlon, Poughkeepsre,,New York. o
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v Tucker, William E. - Lawyer, Senlor Partner,,Mudge, Stern, ; :
‘ : T ’ W:Llllams & Tucker (now Nixon,, Mudge,‘ Rose,
_ Guthrle & Alexander), New: York New York
‘Tucker, Wllllam E Jr e Executive Vlce Pres1dent Caltex S
o Petroleum Corporatlon, New York New York

eright,'Drgiﬁeteth.\— Pedlatr1c1an.

L ing,



: THE' ANNUAL’ : MEE‘T_I’NG |

For ‘some years now,Aback even before the date of l936 the
.Annual Meeting of the Birech Island Camp” Company ‘has come .on the

«_flrst Saturday of August It has been .the meeting.at whlch all

of the business of the Company has been carried through Its
busrness lncluded Dock Repairs ... Boat House addltlons e =
Lifters .. 'Reports on Church Commlttee, Tennis Court ~and Emer— o
gencres such as the Hurrlcane ‘and Fire. : il PR

The decrsrons made’ at ‘the Annual Meetlng about assessments‘ |
“ have " depended from. year to year on the repair work that needed ot

7gto be done on the boat house and. the maln dock" and -of course,

: clearances occaSLOned by such calamltles as" the Hurrlcane “gI”“7:
~ find in the llstlng ‘of boat. house repairs: from year to year that
there were two items that were rather special; in- l964 electrrcrty
was extended to the. boat: ‘house and Steamboat Island ‘and in. 1950
»there was major boat house constructlon behlnd ‘the main’ boat house
and on each side of the’ cat walk ‘adding: three 1nboard boat Sllps
on one side and four outboard boat slips on. the other.g Also, Ih’g

find a record of ‘the fact that in 1950, I belleve under Mr. Elmer '

Tucker's dlrectlon, repairs were made on: the. outdoor chapel and ’
it was painted. Also, agaln, through the voluntary actlon of

’Bob'Lee,‘lt was. palnted in l960, 2 : S :

he maln dock has annually been the subject of. concern,ffor?”'
example, in 1961 the Company voted to put on the dock the sprlng—'j~
board for lelng. “In 1948 and 1964 we had major reconstructlon -
- work done on. the’ maln dock, and in: l968 enough was- radded - acrossff“
the front to extend it a safe dlstance beyond ‘the .rocks ‘in the v .
5crlb Also in 1968 four new and substantlally large plleS werek~'ﬂ‘%

ltlnstalled across"the front v‘f-ff”“ff~t

o he boathouses and main dock ‘have. obVlously been our major"__
~'1tems of expense ‘Rev. Bradford s hlstory reports a total boat—”,;u
fhouse and breakwater cost of-: $lO45 lS, ‘but:the - orlglnal cost’ of N
the main dock is ‘not reported Since then, somewhat less than'
complete records show that . approx1mately $13 9ll has been ex—
pended on. the boathouses, and approx1mately $8 630 on the maln
'dock R ,

Compiler's Note: The most recent:repairyWOrk.on“
- the boathouse complex was done.in the’Summer of':
1969. Warren Taylor and Bill Tucker led a band
of young lsland res1dents ‘and guests Ain re- bUlld—“~"
‘~1ng the catwalk from shore to ‘main- boathouses.
" This, ambltlous task was accompllshed in one day,
no;wrthstandlng a drenchlng rain and the un-nec-=
‘essary advice of several catwalk superlntendents.v'




' ANNUAL FIELD »,"DAY”

. The: Annual Meetlng has: tradltlonally been followed by a.
Field pay with swimming events and boat races.: In the evening

there has been the. family picnic in pr. Arthur and Rubie Tucker\s;ff"

Grove under the big trees that in Splte of the Hurrrcanesurvrved,f,
‘to leave' a beautlful shore and tree lined grove. This has been S
the one blg event ‘in which’ all the Island lncludlng ‘the chi ldren,'jy
have had fun’ together Each family has brought the materlals for '
supper for the family group, and cooperatlvely there has been
‘prov1ded an: ample supply of ice cream. Also this was the tlme

at ~which the Awards for the sports were glven out. ? ; N

, “In l967 on August 5, there was ‘an lnnovatlon ~- a Joint
Blrch and Jolly Island Field Day. Thlrty boys and glrls partl—
cipated, flfteen from each island. They ranged in ages from
3 to 14. Some of the young people took part in Special Events,"
such as water Ski. Demonstratlons, Greased Watermelon Contest,
‘and the Whale Boat Race. In place of the evening picnic dinner,
refreshments were shared and glfts dlstrlbuted at the end of. the
afternoon.f

: Thla J01nt Field Day was a great success, thanks to the com-
mittee made up of the following- members of both Blrch and Jolly
Islands: : o :

'Birch: John Forbes, Chalrman : :
. Mrs. Dorothy Smith, Charades and Prlzes
, charles Shedd, Sw1mm1ng o & - o
JO U ——John-—Lyman Skllng — L T R LTI e :
Stewart Smith, Treasure Hunt o .
‘Mrs. Margaret Forbes, Prlzes and Refreshments
Seth Armen, Score Keeper s

Jolly: Lauder Miller; Boating o
o Walter Holmes, ‘Score Keeperﬁ‘ ,
Mrs.. Dorothy Mlller .Prizes and Games
" 'Mrs., Rose Borden, Games o >

Although 1t seemed approprlate to llSt above the commlttee
members -of this first combined Birch Island - Jolly Island rield.

Day,‘lt should be partlcularly noted that other: commlttees 1n other
years would have 1ncluded every other ‘name on- Berh Island

“260’



- BY-LAWS

. ~ The major Indoor Sport of every organlzatlon is’ to rev15e
its. By Laws. Birch Is land Camp Company has done that. on flve ‘
M,:dlfferent dates beglnnlng with August 4 1923, and carrylng

* through August 3, 1963, Obvrously, the’ changes that have taken
‘place since ‘Mr. “Bradford concluded ‘his hlstory are those begln—
| ning with August 2, 1958. 1t is’ lmportant that we reglster here
“in this. hlstory the present By Laws ' '

BY—LAWS Of the BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COMPANY
o of NEW HAMPSHIRE (Inc )

. ‘ : as amended f ’ e o : 3
August;4,21923;_Augustwl9;'l933,”August;2{‘1958;HAuguStj4,il952f , _:
L : ~and August 3, 1963 B e R

' Artlcle I
: Name and Object

‘The Blrch Island Camp Company of New Hampshlre (Inc hereln-
after called the'"Company" is a non- profit voluntary corporatlon
with a principal- place of business at Birch and Steamboat Islands,
vLake Wlnnlpesaukee, in the town of Gllford New Hampshlre, In—
corporated August 17, 1910 for the purpose. of perpetuating a. suit-
able locatlon for the Members of said Company to maintain Summer
‘homes.. but_not“for“commerCIal speculatlve, or other busmness s
purposes. ; ' ' Lol -

Article II
Membership-

itSectlon I: A camp owner(s) shall become a Member (s) of. the
Company  upon produc1nq to the Secretary an instrument: prov1ng

'-townershlp of property on Birch or Steamboat Island ‘upon sign--

© ing the BY-LAWS, and" subject to. the approval of a- majorlty of
Tthe Members of the’ Company. - : : :

' Section II: In order to be a Member of the Company an 1nd1v1dual
must. nave attalned the age of twenty one years. ¢ -

Sectlon III.; All Members shall have the rlght to submlt Artlcle(s)

for ‘inclusion on the Agenda of the Annual Meetlng.- Any such Art-
icles shall be sent to the Secretarv not less than thlrty (30) day
in advance of the Annual Meetlng. ‘

Y



Article ITI
Offlcers

Section Iz Any Member as deflned 1n Artlcle II may hold offlce Jf’

Section II: The OfflceLsof the Company shall be President, Vice )

‘President,- Treasurer and a Secretary. ‘These. -Officers ‘and three‘*

elected Directors at Large shall constltute a BOARD OF DIRECTORS'
‘5‘con51stlng of seven (7) Members : SR

~Sectlon III., The Offlcers and Dlrectors shall be elected at the,f'

Annual Meetlng of the- Company and hold: offlce for one year and. -

until their successors are elected and quallfled  No- Offlcer p

. except the Treasurer shall hold offlce for more than two consec—f“
utive.years. The electlon of Offlcers and’ Directors for the en-
isulng year shall be the last ltem of bu51ness at the Annual Meetlng.

Sectlon IV: The Pres1dent shall be the CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER of
the Company. He shall preside at’all meetlngs at which he can be
present, appoint all committees as necessary and be an ex—offlc10

_ member  of such committees. He shall have access to the Company S
‘safe dep051t vault : : o

Sectlon V The dutles of the Vlce PreSLdent shall be to assrst
the President as requested and pre51de at any meetlng in. the _’
Presrdent s absence L 2 : IREIN

SectionJVI- The dutles of the Treasurer shall be to receive and ,
disburse all monies for which the. Company. is. llable, malntaln,l, j“w
f’proper records .of all flnanc1al transactlons, render a full and-
complete report of such transactlons at.each Annual Meetlng and

~at such other times as the JPresident may direct. . He shall render
statements for such annual and special assessments due’ to- the

f Company as have been approved by a majorlty of the Company at a )
regular meeting. He shall prepare and. submlt to the: Pre51dent and_f

(("Secretary not- less ‘than -30° days ln advance of each, Annual ‘Meeting

“an estimate of ant1c1pated lncome and expenditures for the ensulnglr
year He shall have access to the Company's safe. depOSlt vault

- Sectlon VII " The: dutles of the Secretary shall be to keep full'

and accurate records of . all Company- Busrness.f He: shall make up N
the Agenda for all meetlngs,'lncludlng ‘therein all Artlcle(s) sub—,'
mitted therefor. 'He shall record ‘the mlnutes of all: meetlngs ‘and
submit a copy thereof to- each ‘Member. He shall: notlfy all Members:
~of the ‘Annual Meeting at least fifteen (15) days in advance of sald
meeting, 1nclud1ng a copy- of the Treasurer's Estimate of antici- -~
pated 'income and expendltures as recommended by the Board of Dir-:
ectors ‘and ‘a copy of the agenda for said meetlng. He shall notlfy
ﬂall Members of - Spec1al meetlngs, ‘and thelr purpose,as promptly as

. possible in advance of said- meetlng. He shall keepa plan of Birch
and Steamboat Islands showing' the’ boundarles of common and prlvately
_owned propertles.‘ He shall maintain.a'record of ownership of individ.



~Section VIII: . The Board of Dlrectors shall constltute an. Exec—ff

"[utlve Committee to assist the- President, enforce the By-Laws, and

ienforce such rules and. regulatlons as have been approved by a
jmajorlty of the Members as they may - seem lndlcated -and. super—f°

. Vise ‘the: malntenance ‘of the phy51cal prOpertles owned by -the - '
‘,Company. They may authorlze repalrs ‘and incur’ obllgatlons underrtl

f emergency c1rcumstances but subject to ‘the: ratlflcatlon of. ‘the

Company at its next Annual or- SpeClal Meetlng° “The total obllga-i;

.~ tion(s) incurred by.the Board of Directors shall not ‘exceed the *

uncommltted resources currently avallable w1th1n the treasury.,f_“

ddSectlon IX.i In addltlon to the Offlcers llsted prev10usly,,
~Clerk'shall be elected annually. ThlS lndlv1dual must-be a New
_Hampshlre res1dent but ‘is not necessarlly a’ camp owner ‘

K

~Ai_Sectlon X'Q A Caretaker also shall be appOInted annually.yi

Artlcle IV
Meetlngs"

Section I:" The Annual Meetlng shall be held on Blrch Island
“in. Lake Wlnnlpesaukee in the town of Gllford New Hampshlre
on the flrst Saturday of August of each year ' ~
(;'Sectlon II- here there is. a jOlnt ownershlp of a: camp, the
“two or more joint owners should be present S 1f. pOSSIble,_and
ffshare in dlscuss10ns at the Annual’ or Spec1al Meetlngs, but: -
'fonly one" vote for each camp may be cast -on any questlon.f},'

Sectlon III.p A spec1al meetlng may be called at any tlme and
,place by the- Presxdent ‘the. Board of Dlrectors, or- on request
of any flve member camps of the Company.m - )

uSectlon IV°Y A quorum at any meetlng shall cons1st of quallfled
. voters representlng personally five: camps. At all meetlngs -
vlabsentee Members may. be’ represented by proxy. ST

: Article v SOy
- Lots and their Improvements;l

vSection'I.‘ The number of lots. shall not be lncreased beyond .
;fourteen on Birch Island ‘and two on: Steamboat Island ‘and ' no
‘more than one residence or camp shall be bullt ‘on each lot;
however, additional- bulldlngs under separate roofs are permltted ~
but. wrthout cooklng faCllltleS, sub]ect to prlor approval of the'
17Company. : . S F ’

Section II:- All camps for sale shall be llsted w1th the Secretary.
A" person w1sh1ng to buy a campsxte on~'Birch or’ Steamboat Island

‘ shall so . notify the Secretary. In- elther of the above cases, the
wSecretary shall notify all Members.f‘ The Secretary shall notlfy
)Lall Members of. all changes in ownershlp. s - o . ‘




Article VI
Common Land

" Section I: The Common Land as well as the Tennls Court, the S

- Church, the Dockhouse the . Boathouses, ‘the! Bathhouse and the Main
‘Dock are to be keptln order. and good repair. by the Company. Use

of the Common Land is llmlted to Members, their families and

guests.: The Company shall malntaln a path through the center

of the Island prov1dlng egress from each lot to all Company-owned

. fa01lltles : B : o

Article VII
»Boathouse Slips

Section I: Boathouses are malntalned for the use of all Members
and upon appllcatlon, the Company shall prov1de each Camp w1th a
boat slip, but the Company is not obligated to provide more than
one slip for each Camp. These slips are. as51gned ‘and rented by -
the Company as landlord to the Member as tenant and are ‘subject E
to reassignment upon mutual agreement between the Company and the
‘Member or by the Company alone in case of HECESSlty. Sale of a. ‘
Camp only carries the promise of the Company to provide an appro—w
priate slip for that Camp, but does not carry any real 1nterest
upon the slip previously rented: by a former Member.

Section Ii: ~The amount of assessment for the rental of" Boathouse
Slips shall be set at each Annual Meetlng.

Artlcle'VIII‘
Assessments

Section I: An Annual Assessment may be lev1ed upon the Members, G
of this Company for each camp owned for payment of taxes upon . ‘
the Company's Common Land and physical properties, and of ordlnary
expenses. All regular assessments, unless.otherwise specified, :
are due and payable w1th1n thlrty (30) days of bllllng.

Section II: Spec1al assessments may be levred upon the Members‘f'
.upon majorlty vote of the Company and will be due and payable
as voted. : »

Section III: All flnancral obllgatlons of the Company shall ‘be
met out of funds received from Boathouse -rentals and assessments
levied upon the Members of the Company, which assessments are
voted at the Annual Meeting or at any. regularly called special
meetlng. All motions involving any .expenditures of Company Funds
-in excess of $100 shall state the period of years over which the
- expense involved is .to. ‘be .collected through assessments and in
case the obllgatlon is one that will be spread: over a number of
years, the motion shall state how the expense is to be flnanced
untll such tlme as lt is met in full through assessments. Ter e




. Article IX
Amendment of By—Laws‘

SectioniI~‘ Amendments and Alteratlon in. these By~ Laws may be
made at any regularly called meeting of ‘the Company by a two=. -
thirds vote of the Members. “Notice of the prOposed Amendment

or Alteration will be given: in wrltlng to each Member in the‘
call for ‘said Meetlng. ' s ,

31,



 BIRCH ISLAND CAMP COMPANY- OF NEW HAMPSHIRE (Inc. )
RULES AND REGULATIONS =
- Effective August 2, 1958
0wneranficamps Shall”bé*alldﬁed‘thekpfivilegev6f'priva¢yk” 

in front ofvtheir0wn,Camps;’ Camp,owners’andktheif7guests’
are not at liberty.to use the paths in:front of the various

.camps for passage from their camps to' the Sandy Beach and

Bdathouses,wetc;h

other physicalrpropertiesﬁof the‘Company,'suCh‘as Main Dock;V  ‘

‘Boathouses or other buildings will not be constructed along

the shore line,

V*Garbagéjénd 6ffal{willgﬁe suitablY‘buried in pits maintained.

for this;pu:pbse.

on his.own@lot7as;he may choose, proviédfthefefShall,beino
such felling of trees or generalvclearing"of‘land és‘shall

do away with 'its character asfforéSt>land{lor”deStfoy-itsf"
usefulness and natural beautyJas”a»blaée'for'pleaSufe resi- -

- dence, or detraqt'from'the_pleaSUre‘ofyOther,lots-for‘the“
" same purpose, : S L e T



: ‘SAGA- OF THE}TENNIS 'cfonithzf-; =

The early hlstory of the tennis court was: glven ‘in Emery Brad—
ford's History of Birch Island. up to 1936. James Sherman, at the
o request of" Beryl Tucker,padds a llttle blt to: thls. T L,

- "As closely as I can flgure lt at. thlS date,’we must
~ have started to clear out the area for the tennis- court,v,
" on Birch about. 1910 or 1911. All the work was. done’ by T
a few. of the camp owners. I can remember how hard my -
,Dad and Doctor Tucker. slaved over it. I can remember
how many hours: ‘I was made to put in = every day’ - forced
3wlabor It was more than one full Summer ‘before there was
even a small surface ledgy and full of . put holes, . ready
for. play.v I' m sure. others worked and-helped, but for: the =
. life of me, as I take census of the campers at that’ tlme,'
© I can't figure who they were. " Mr. Ward, I guess (Reg.f
~ Brown' S camp) and Bob Raymond perhaps (Forbes camp)

- We owe the pass10n for the upkeep of the tennls court more tOA
Beryl.. and_Blll_Tucker than to -any..other members of-the - Island.~From
their return to the. Iskand ‘in - 1945, they worked phy81cally and w1th
“the Camp Company to get. the tennis court in good playing shape, and
" ‘the edltor s -debt to Beryl for the information in regard to the ‘tenn
court is very. great ~I.want to glve a: few quotatlons from ‘her state
ment. regardlng the problems faced on- the upkeep of the tennls court
since l945-*~ : S TRC s I S R R R s

"1945 was our flrst Summer at the Lake, follow1ng our
return from San Franc1sco. The tennls court was a sorry

- sight at this p01nt : Durlng the years of World War II it
‘had fallen into- dlsrepalr with no manpower avallable at
Birch Island to keep it playable. over the ‘next few j

- Summers, when we were guests at Steamboat Tuck and. I 4

- enlisted: the ald ‘.of .some of our ‘group to get the ‘court
‘into somewhat playable condltlon although it left a lot -
to be- desired.’ It was obvious that there was need for . = -
a profe551onal overhaullng. At the annual meetlng in
1952 it was agreed that Dr. Tucker, agent, should contact
~John F. Goodwin at ‘the Welrs to flnd out what he would
charge to do the job. Goodw1n had the necessary equlpment
and labor to be able to undertake the jOb was the con-—
sensus . of opinion." ‘ : : - ; '

; Flnally, on August l 1953 a proposal by John A Goodwrn :
for the complete re—bulldlng of: the tennis court . was made and con—;
sidered at the. annual ‘meeting., The proposal was . accepted on . Sept— «

‘ember. 21, 1953, through a letter on. behalf of the Blrch Island Camp

Company srgned by W. E. Tucker, Jr.’,



BerylfTucker writes’further:

‘ ‘ "Perm:.ssron had- been obta:.ned from Hutch and Warren
- Taylor to allow a path to be bulldozed through their:
property, near the Niantic ruins, to the main- path
so that material coulid be taken by -jeep up to the
tennis court site. Work: did- get under way, as I-
recall, in June of 1954, .and we were" ‘playing on the
'court that Summer. In. looklng back, .certainly it
‘would seem that we should have had a champagnelaunch—
1ng, but. no such plcture comes to mlnd

"The tennls court" contlnues to provrde fun- fllled

hours for a number of the- island populatlon However,
,there is no doubt that tennls does have to. compete

today with water skllng, sallflshlng and boatlng among

the younger set. The ‘magnum opus’ performed in 1954 ,'

has held us ‘in: good stead, so that the. court is today

vln very good condltlon and does not require an exces—

sive .amount of upkeep.. In the Spring of 1961, 1 4ia- “3

approach several partles with the hope that they would "
umbe_lnterestednln malntalnlng the -court each. year prlor“***'
. to the Summer season and readylng it for. use for a - ‘
-nomlnal sum... : : L

A letter to Mr Robert Colby, of Colby Marlne,‘Lakeport brought
an estlmate of the cost of annual care., His prlce_was $834.00.. -

Beryl says-’-

"ThlS ‘ended any further quests for outSLde aSSLStance.
‘We've all done the job w1th our children belng con-
51dered able “help- durlng the past four years.}. :

'%bout 1963, durlng one of our Fall vacatlons at Blrch -
Tuck and I extended ‘the fenc1ng all the way around '
‘the court as insulation agalnst a repeat of the" ‘pre-
‘vious Winter's romp by moose. Their hooves ‘had left;
~great pits in the clay. A sign was later afflxed to
one of the ersatz doors, I believe by one of the' 51x~
,Taylors, whlch read - 'Keep out, Moosel“»

"Beryl: adds thls postscrlpt to her 1nformatlon statement. She
recognizes, as do all of us, that ‘tennis now has to compete with™
water skiing and the general use of boats - whlch is too bad but -
it is the way of so called progress. -

. : "I recall one Fleld Day when Ned Morgan organlzed a '
o doubles match 3;out of S.games,,between the Bob
‘Johnsons (Avery camp) and the Tucker, Jrs. What

made. it specral was that we" had to play 1n tennis -



shoes that had no laces! Ned served as a veryoff1c1al
umplre in: whlteflannels and all I -don'! t recall who
won, but know we provided. quite- a bit of comedy for the
spectators as ‘we sllpped and stumbled around e -

A



LIFE ON THE ISLAND i
Transportatlon To and From the Island ‘ff

There was: always the mall boat serv1ce whlch one could get
_at Lakeport or. the Welrs‘— prov1d1ng only their time of arrival
by car coincided ‘with the mail boat schedule. The usual ‘plan was. ;
.to make an apporntment with Ernest Abbott to meet you'at Glendale o
with his- boat "The Limit", which could take all your prov1s10ns v.ﬂﬁ
and which in 40 minutes would get. you to- your dock and. would glvecfﬁ
a lelsurely chance for all the news of the 1sland s famllles -
~ news, not gOSSlp. s e

If Ernest made ‘an app01ntment ‘with you he would surely keep
Vit. He has been known to be found asleep in his boat while wait-
1ng for your arrlval at nlght If you were delayed, you could de-. .
< pend ‘upon him to be waltlng for you awake or asleep. : His serv1ce
extended to helplng you unload. his boat and taklng thlngs 1nto,
your camp__--~—~a~~~¢~~ == B , B e

Today ‘most of the lslanders own boats of suff1c1ent 512e to g
: prov1de thelr own transportatlon to and from Blrch Island

The Soc1al Event of the Day

The Mall Boat s Arrlval

g Where else could you get two dellverles of mall a day ——j~
at lO A.M. and 3 P M.? . : S LT

o The mornlng mall boat S arrlval is a gala event" Rarely
missed by lslanders Letters,,packages, blrthday and annlversary
cards are handed out by captain Lavalee Milk, cream, bread, ice
cream are dellvered (as ordered the day before) ‘On’our "Field
Day" a spec1al event for the sake of the boat's passengers who are
touring the lslands is the late appearance of av"man -and his wife"
who are quarrellng about gettlng on the boat before ‘it leaves and '
who in the end . .jump into the lake (or are pushed 1n), much to the
entertalnment of the’ boat S passengers.‘v '

The ' present mail boat "Sophle C"‘ as did all previous mall
boats, has on hoard a regular U. S. Post Office which. supplles us
with stamps, postcards and stamped envelopes. The ' younger ‘set‘climb
in and out 'of the boat whlle lt ‘is - at 'dock, ‘buying souvenir cards,
‘candy and ice cream.,- L » ‘

The’ afternoon mail boat is less of a soc1al event than the morn—

- ing boat, but it dellvers and recelves mail.



Foodnservicet“f

. Three. ‘times: weekly a boat calls for grocery, vegetable and
meat orders,xdellverlng them on the next day., Most islanders o
also umse thelr own boats and cars and shop for thelr food 1n~~v’q
kLakeport Laconla and Center Harbour. ERARARS :

e Fallﬁand'winterfoipsf,sw

: Many who llve ln the- nelghborhood of Boston make occas10nal
Fall trlps to the: Island (after Labor Day) —= even when the air :
is a. blt "nippy". - Some. of us have - enjoyed the lsland on Columbus ;
Day when the colors of the leaves and. the bushes on the 1sland :
shores make it a falry land’ and when the srlvery moon is beglnnlng
5;1ts mlSSlon .of wax1ng towards full moon.' ‘

. It is poss1ble to drlve across the lcev(four mlles) when there
: lS heavy coverlng of lce_—— lt has been done. RN : :

A Late Fall VlSlt

, Florence Oldham Speakman wrltes of the experlences durlng a'
" five months- stay on the island, a stay that lasted untll Ernest
told them, with snow and ‘ice on the island,. that it was: hlS last
trlp. I have abbreviated thls story because of space

"our longest stay at Camp M0051lauke was - in- l956
when we spent- nearly five months on Birch Is land from
the middle of July untll the end. of November R ’-"‘,

MIn the Summer -and Fall of 1956 there were’ many ‘
northwest breezes with a lot of raln and bad weather‘;i.

Desplte the bad weather a number of campers were 5
on Birch Island 1n the Fall of 1956.  The. Restalls ‘were
‘at their camp for several weeks. . Mary Tucker ‘and her
famlly spent ‘a part of - September on the island and there SIEEE
was someone at Mrs. . Canterbury s. «The mall boat ran 1nto:”a,,
October bringlng us mall and a dally paper.;. e R

, My Mother gave us - the ‘use of the launch “the Moos- -
‘ilauke. Wlthout her motor ‘boat we would not ‘have con—*.'
sidered staylng on the island so late in the" season, for-
a motor boat is a neceSSLty to-life on the lake and espec~'
ially in case of an emergency. - ~“Harry put the ‘boat.in top
runnlng order. and she served. us well.. We used’ the Moos~
ilauke for our trlpS to the mainland and also to explore‘”
the lake. ‘ : : SRR o



' Se e . An enormous amount of wood was burned that

. : 'Fall of 1956, but SO° much wood was salvaged from the..
fallen tlmber that there were Stlll stacks of wood by

both camps this’ year when we were at Camp Moosilauke. . .

' "Indlan Summer cametwo weeks before Armlstlce
Day. The temperatures soared in the seventles by day.
All Fall from- mld—October on the follage was . gorgeous.
During the Indlan Summer the lake was like.glass, and
~the gaily colored leaves whlch fell onto' the lake. seemed

to be floating above the water 1nstead of on it. Great
‘flocks of birds flew across the lake w1nglng thelr way
south. There were Canadlan geese and canvas back: ducks
‘and many specres we dld not know. Some would land on
the- water for a rest before contlnulng thelr journey.

‘;_““limhe_exodus.of ‘the loons . was most spectacular.--_rw~w~ww
‘One afternoon 'early in November when the lake was smooth
as flass a flock of twenty five loons appeared off Brown's
_point between Blrch Island and Six Mile. . Other loons‘
joined these birds: both singly and in groups. It was’

- as if the loons had a date at a certain time and place.
It was late afternoon when we. first saw them, and as we

. - watched them through the binoculars the ‘group of loons

'~ increased in numbers until by sunset over two hundred
loons had congregated ‘at the rendezvous. They were out v
on the lake ‘when. the sun set, but by dawn they were gone.;r”
We did not see any more loons durlng the remalnder of
~our’stay. : ‘

"On the mornlng of l9 November a blanket of snow: covered -
Birch Island whlch was turned into fairy land. The plneyt'
branches bent low under the  snow. ‘Everything was white.
LA mlnk wandering across the:beach stood out agalnst the .
_snow. Any plans for play in thlS new world were shat-
‘tered by a hail from Ernest who adVLSed us we must leave
When Ernest dropped us at Glendale just after ‘sunset on
20 November, our off season sojourn at Camp Moosilauke
-ended. There are spec1al problems and compensatlons in
off season camplng. It is well worth a try." .

The‘Iceman.COmeth, or Does He?

‘  For some tlme after l936 a number of the camps were dependent
‘n the delivery of ice by Mr. Wilbur Fay, or his son, Merrill Fay. -
This was before the days of the use of electr1c1ty in refrlgeratlon,
Actually, a number of camps after 1936 did have bottled gas-operated
-stoves and refrlgerators. However, chk Oldham s plcture of the



'problem that was faced in many of the camps even after l936 is

vivid and stirs up emotional reactions on-the part of many of us.
ins "Do It Now" gives a ViVid description of ‘how. one camp was - o
affected : R . : L , : X o

"There was a time in the - 30 s, 40 s and .even the
50's when the delivery of ice.was essential to -~
‘life at camp Moosilauke. . The arrivalvof the ice- =
man was'anticipated three times a week and some '

one was on the. lookout for the ice boat to-make ,
sure. the box was ready for fresh ice. ‘When extra
;ice was. needed it was: routine to. run over to Bear -
Island in the MOOSilauke to pick up ar fifty pound
cake of ice.™ : DR o

- It may have been'routine" for Dick.but it was tough on. some»~
of us. As Dick indicated, the iceman did not always arrive and’
‘then we were obliged to go over to the 'ice house on ‘Bear Island
and get By our own ingenuity a. fifty pound block of ice. " U

¢ Shermanfs Vegetable Gardené;“

. We have this interesting account of a vegetable garden on Lot
No. ,Vthe Sherman—Lyman camp. ’ R S

"The hurricane of 1938 felled a number of trees
7’:between the Sherman and Brown camps allow1ng the'°
" sun to shine on a good sized patch of ground.y So :

- for many years, Ernest Abbott planted a garden-
v there --— most of the vegetables were ripe after:

the’ camp was. closed and so Ernest, ‘the deer, and'f‘

raccoons had a healthy vegetable diet each Fall

fErnest Abbott s death in l964 marked the end . of the vegetable’”
garden. TR, S

;39{“
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 THE GREAT HURRICANE OF 1938
‘Eye—witness Accounts
A.: Report\of John Ripley Forbéécf

‘ "The day after the 1938 Hurricanehit New England David' B
Myers, Fred ‘and myself drove from Stamford Connecticut up to,th‘“
Glendale, New Hampshire to survey the damage on Birch Island

Upon reaching our camp we saw at once that nearly all large
_”trees on the left hand. side of the cottage between our property
and ‘the" Bucksf(Restall) ‘were- down. - The camp suffered no serious
damage with only some minor damage'to the porch as a result of -
. some hemlock trees which rested against it. " The two large ‘Red -~ -
Pines, one . on ‘the right of the porch and the second on’ the shore'
_hfront on the left hand side of the house, were blown down as were
‘many hemlocks and . smaller trees. Our lovely" ‘hemlock grove (scene ,
of many birthday parties and family" affairs) on the left hand side )
_of the house was completely gone with but four hemlocks left stand-.- -
‘ing. From the grove almost ‘across to the other side of the island -
and to the side of the Buck property were almost all of the large_ﬁvl
trees blown down especially pine and hemlock. A large tree here:
nd there remained but most of these were topped-or . damaged : One
could (as we did) walk on fallen trees from one Side of the island b
: to_the,other, The entire island was a’ scene of tragic destruction.',

] , "Serious as’ the damage was at the. Hemlocks With a total of

75 major trees destroyed, we suffered far less than many of our

: neighbors. The right hand Side of our. property, which is: three S
fourths of the land, ‘between our cottage and the Thompson (Taylor),*-
property was almost without any’ serious damage.; A ‘beautiful and

‘very old Beech Tree on: the’ right of: the house was" undamaged as wereflff{

smost of the hemlocks and ‘pine throughout that part of ‘the property,
~the only exception was one large white: pine in the middle of the
property which was blown down. - Two large Red ‘Pine near our 'Oak ERRn
Lodge Building were not damaged and the old oak tree in front of
the lodge (now gone) survived. IR - TR .

After clearing up most of the critical damage in the immediate'
area of the house, we took photographs ‘and returned to. Stamford My,
brother charles. spent a’ good part of ‘the Winter at work: on-the pro-

perty and did a miraculous -job of clearing up ‘our damage, ‘getting the’;_g

“roots -out, »cutting up fallen trees and placing others in our swamp .
as -£fill. A good. numberof damaged trees were .pulled up and Wired by
‘teel cable and many kept these cables for fifteen years.,_‘.»,.‘ PR

e



B. The Lyman- Simpson Trip to the Island on the Weekend :
Following the Hurricane ' o

, Sally Lyman s Account

; '“On Wednesday, September 21 1938 was ‘the blg Hurrlcane,"
that struck Birch . Island with destructive force, taklng down.{%p'
" many beautiful trees: ~The follow1ng Sunday my daughter Caroline
' Lyman Slmpson, her- husband ‘Howard- ‘and I went to the Island. . Our
boat, the Sally II, ‘was at the Channel Marlne ready for use '

T "We docked at the Wllllam E Tucker wharf and started out
for the Lyman Camp. ‘It was heartbreaklng to see s0° many treesyl

- down.  More on.Birch Island than on Steamboat I;land It took us‘ru\

over a-half hour' to get to: the Lyman Camp., We could not even flndrb/
= the pathstornthe-fallen trees, roots standlng hlgher than any ‘one ”J
,of us. Many of those roots are Stlll VlSlble.s;;“” % T

o In the llght of the fact that the camplng season was. over/ a°
"mspec1al meetlng of the: Blrch Island Camp Company was called for_“'
Boston on. Saturday, November 5, as 1nd1cated ' o

“Z“There Wlll be a meetlng of the Blrch Island
' Camp, Company - in Boston. on Saturday, November“
© 5th, at 2 pP.M. in ‘Hotel" Bellevue. Thls is an:
vexceedlngly 1mportant meeting and every member
of the Company who can possrbly be present
ought to be there ' :

“‘"The purpose of the meetlng is to plan some
,concerted action” 1n respect to the condltlon
of the’ lsland as a result:of the ‘hurricane.
‘The" fallen ‘trees in their: present condltlonzl
jpresent a serlous flre menace." - B

N “The“time is to act now,“and we ought to act
M°,together CIf you cannot ‘be. present pleasely
, have your camp represented by . proxy and wrlte
-,-us your views on. thlS subject i ,‘
) The dec1s10n of thlS Spec1al Meetlng of the Blrch Island
Camp Company on November 5 1938 in Boston was' e ,

L "Although the N H Forestry Department ln con—,,*»i
‘Jjunction- w1th the W. P. A.'would clear the lsland

- probably without: cost lt wasvoted to hlre Ernest

- Abbott and any help ‘he needed ‘to clean-up: the ””“
('lsland including dlsposal of . logs from both the"wh
ﬂcommon land and the camps allke.?ff;‘ : L




‘A second meeting was held at the Island in August of 1939, .
. at which time there was further discussion of the disposition of ‘
the trees that were still blocking the pathways~

‘~"N H. State Forestry Department would be
Wllllng to send a man to advise the Island
.on, how todispose of marketable lumber. How-

- ‘ever, no help would come from the .State or*l,_
‘W. P. A. in actual work of clearing the land

"Mr. Lavalee would be WLlling -to come in Wlth

a tractor and’ lumber ‘men, for $268 and the

lumber. The Company: turned down this proposal
. as: moreutrees ‘would have to bé cut in order. to\%;mmu_

‘bring in the tractor,‘and for two ‘roads to .
faCilitate removal of the lumber and slash

“After due consultation with the N. H. Forestry
Department;, _who-advised against the use of a
.. tractor, recommending rather the cutting up and
~burning- on the island of all. ‘the lumber. and - :
_ .. . 'slash’ excepting the larger pines which he thought
‘ o Mr. Lavalee would remove with llttle damage, using
' .. his large cable and derrick the Company contracted
w1th Mr. Lavalee for the larger ‘lumber and Mr.
“Abbott for the cutting and- burning lumber -and
slash on the common land Mo ;

- Again, in l940 the further clearing of’ the island ‘was discussed
‘at the Berh Island Camp Company meeting with the deClSlon°‘ B

‘"Since there was a balance from allocated funds
for clearing common: land, lt ‘was voted for Mr:

. Abbott “to burn the remalning trunks of trees on’
,common ‘land." L '

_ Also,‘there was a decision’ in l94l that durlng the Winter more
clearance work be done by Ernest’ Abbott



THE GREAT FIRE OF JULY 4, 1946

Camp Niantichurned to the .Ground
Threatening;the~whole~Islandgp

Camp Niantic burned to the ground on July 4, l946 in splte

- of gigantic effort on the part of the lslanders,‘and with a signi-
ficant assist from Camp Lawrence. These efforts prevented spread
of the flre. " The- real story of the fire cannot be better told than
to quote from the account in Dr. Arthur W. Tucker s log: o

An Account from Dr. Arthur wo Tucker S - Log

"Warren- and*Hutch"(Taylor) arrlved abotit an hour™ before mornlng
mail boat. Cameover to mail-boat'and spent about '1/2 hour in front
of 0ld Camp when Warren. went over. to Niantic ‘and hollered " 'Fire’

When we arrived and went in the front door, the wholeﬂback of the
camp was one mass of fire - evidently started in. the back of the
tool room. Warren.got a few personal belongings- and ‘Wwhen he came
out, fire and smoke were coming up through the plazza floor.  Pine -
trees were 'exploding' and the camp was ev1dently doomed -Island
people arrived and bucket. brlgades formed to try to: ‘save the. island.
After about flfteen minutes Camp Lawrence crowd arrlved wrth brooms.
and axes and surrounded the fire to keep it from. spreadlng on the
ground. People began to .arrive from’ Jolly, and Shep Brown who ‘had
been notified by the tower man on Red Hill that Steamboat was afire.
~The Gilford Fire Department- flnally arrived with. a portable pumperv
and began to wet down all around and” before leav1ng at’ 3 P.M. killed
all the fire in the ruins. Mother gave them all a full course dinnerx]
before they left - leg of lamb, peas, beans,. coffee, etc. Mrs. Forbe
furnished the coffee ~ John Forbes served as mess sergeant L

"Embers flew all over: the eastern part of the lsland - wind mod—
erate southwest. Fire started in front of our camp — pine ‘needles an
at corner of camp. - Canvas cover ‘on. Mary s boat in back of OPD caught
fire and a large area in back ‘of OPD started up. Was spotted quickly
by a friend of Jim Sherman' s after it had gotto the size of the rug -
the living room. It looked as if the whole lsland was g01ng up, but
when the crowd from Lawrence arrived the bucket line and axes and rake
worked much faster and after about an hour we had lt well hemmed ln a
controlled v

Embers landed over near Avery's and almost down to the Boat Hous
In fact, Bill Tucker went to Glendale and the embers were landing in- %
water as he came out of the- Boat House. ~ He said when ‘'he came back he
did not expect to find our camp standlng. The roof, ground and piazza
were covered with embers. : o




v . "We held a company meeting after the 3 P..M.. mail boat, and.
~had watchers patrolling the islénd‘in_twdvhourUShifts all night..
On the teﬂ o'clock‘Shift”MaryfandyHutChlfound"ansold'stump afire
‘over near Gramp'sjcamp, which Was_quickly extinguiShed.i~At_6 A. M.

‘a little fire broke out in the ruins.

~"the meetiﬁg'voted*to“look into fire apparatus. Each camp -
. certainly needs a fire pumper which can be carried.. Not so much to
save a camp which is probably impossible if it gets much of a-start,
- but to prevent a forest ‘fire from cleaning out the island. Jim
Sherman: was- the only'one‘Who‘hadfsudh an’ apparatus, and did good

_work Withit.”"The bicket brigade did ‘excellent work, however. 7



ISLAND COMMUNITY SOCIAL EVENTS

The New Taylor Camp and New Dock

When flre destroyed the camp, the Taylors bullt a. new and ~
modern camp on' the site of. the old Camp Niantic. They also bullt
a new and very adequate ‘dock. On August 20, l958 the whole o
lsland shared in the housewarmlng and made the glft of a lovely
floor lamp to the new home ‘ ‘ Ll , v

Mm,;_;ft._“_wlmErnest Abbott Day —-August 22 -1959 | g}?fi;ff

 From The Laconla Evenlng Cltlzen -

"Ernest Abbott had hlS day August 22 and the blg
doings- took place on Blrch Island, Lake Wlnnlpe—
. saukee. Every day 'is Ernie's day. accordlng to the
folks who live on the follow1ng islands - Blrch
‘»Jolly, Steamboat Klnneho, Crescent, Mark East
~'Bear, Dollar, Fish, Breezy, Six Mile, Eagle Whortle— 7
- berry, Camp and Meredith Neck mainland, .and to show =
their apprecratlon they got together Saturday and .
~gave the biggest w1ngd1ng of 'a surprlse party that
was ever thrown on Blrch Island : .

vahe’guest of honor is- st;ll so surprlsed that at
this writing he still is wonderlng what happened
This surprise was in the form of an ice .cream soc1al
with more than- 162 1slanders gathered together to -
'honor this flne man.' SR P i

~‘?TThe Ernest Abbott Day, August 22, l959 ‘is one that w1ll o
never be forgotten, just as Ernest w111 never be forgotten.

Speeches of apprec1atlon were made by a number of members
of the island communities. "It was found that his Lakeport Camp
needed both a good TV and a lounglng chalr._ He was- presented w1th L
. the chalr, the TV and two hundred $l bills. that ‘had. been linked to- -
‘gether and . made ‘a long chain when pulled out of a box by two of the,f
'chlldren at the rlght psychologlcal moment e o

The major part of-: the work in preparlng for Ernest Abbott Day’“;z
~ was done by John Rlpley Forbes,,as Chairman of the Ernest ‘Abbott
“Appreciatlon Day Commlttee - The: followrng were members of the'«
commlttee- : : R : L T :

,John“Forbes, Chalrman '
~ Reginald Brown. e
. John Lyman
Mrs. A. W. Tucker»m'
“Mrs.. Edgar caffall

Walter Holmes

~Miss Ruth True ;
Leslie Woodcock



John-ForbeS~reported'as follows- o
We had 60 contrlbutors from l4 lslands,,Blrch
Jolly, Steamboat Klnneho, Breezy, Camp, Crescent
- Mark; Dollar, East Bear, . Six Mile, Whortleberry,
7Eagle and Fish, . as well as Meredith Neck maln—
land These ‘gifts totaled $797. OO'”."

The Shedds Golden Anniversary Party
N August l l963

: All of the campers were eager to see the many new thlngs that
lhad been done by Dot and’ Stuart Smith at Maple Point Camp, formerly
 owned. by the Canterburys. :The campers: 1ncluded Gladys and Clarence
Shedd. They were so innocent about the real purpose of the "At ‘
Home" party of August 1, 1963 that they told their grandchlldren to -
remain back in’their camp as this "At ‘Home" would not be of: lnterest"
.to them. Imagine their. real surprlse when on arriving 1n51de ‘the )
Smiths' camp they saw spread out before them a Golden wedding. Annl—-
versary cake together w1th a llttle tree w1th flfty $l bllls at- |
“tached to it. ThlS was ‘a never-to-be- forgotten occasron. Of course,
we sent back. home for the grandchlldren and told them: they were" alsoj
lncluded It ‘was a grand and gracrous parry - one that we Wlll ’
never forget : : : -

Compiler'sTNote:

It seems approprlate to mentlon at the end of thlS sectlon-f‘"
certain events ,of whlch Dr. Shedd probably has llttle or no know—‘
. ledge. ‘ : L

It: should be at least noted here that Messrs. Tucker, Smlth
and Lyman, while on .a perfectly lnnocent outlng to "The Weirs" in
~company with several of the younger set, suddenly discovered ‘them-
selves in the midst of the Weirs Beach Riot of ‘June 20-21, l965
Their dlstress1ngly close and candid confrontatlon w1th several
armed New Hampshlre National Guardsmen certainly: could not. be char—
' acterlzed as socral"‘ but it was indeed the event of that Summer.;

The nlght before Labor Day l967 dlscu551on of a trlp the next
day to Mark Island to help friends Ruth and Hal Lewis take ‘in their
swim float somehow ‘evolved into the formation of the Birch Island 4
Navy. Accordlngly, a fleet of some.thirteen or more craft rendez-
voused on Labor Day mornlng and headed foxr Mark Island. Due'to“the
element of surprise, the island was taken w1thout a fight, and'a .
fvery soc1al event followed ' : B



' Labor Day mornlng, l968 dawned on ‘a brlght blue lake, and
on a peaceful Birch Island. Then from the west w1thout warnlng
the Mark Island Navy swarmed. to attack —-—-~.cannon flamlng —~— the':
element of surprlse agaln ~-— Birch was thelrs before we: could
muster our forces. - However the - v1ctors had brought along the
"1ngred1ents for another soc1al event whlch was thoroughly enjoyed
by V1ctors and vanqulshed allke ’ : SR

ThelB;rchlIsland invasion of Mark Island in 1969 ‘Was. no- sur—
prise -- in fact, it was. scheduled at the’ convenlence of the enemy.

-What was ‘& surprise was the magnltude, Spllt -second timing and. over—,f~i

whelmlng superlorlty of the Birah.:Island attack. our fleet was’ L
headed by a barge loaned to us by Ronald Hook of Glendale ‘Barge: and '

- Crane Serv1ce and was flanked by every last Blrch and Steamboat ’
ship available° The barge ‘replete with battle flags, a commandk
post for Admiral: Tucker, an 800 watt generator and’ a vast elec-

~ tronics complex, social event lngredlents,‘and a full compllment L
~mof. 1slanders, led : the rest of the fleet away from the. Maln Dock-at
hlgh noon. . It was an impressive sight as it steamed the stralghts
.gbetween Jolly . .and Bear, and by the time we were abreast of Mink and
the southern point of Mark, we had gathered great numbers of water—'ﬁ'
fibourne lake residents, and tourlsts.‘ ‘Surely, the Mark Is landers must . .
have ~thought it was Armageddon as we swept past their forces and on-;ag
into ‘Deep Cove prec1sely on schedule. With'only" token res1stance and
no bloodshed they succumbed happlly to another flne soc1al event.

Who can tell where this w111 all end? We can only say at thlshsf
‘wrltlng that the Mark Island Navy has already held an extraordlnary"

‘bWLnter meeting, at the foot of the Zoomer Chair on Cannon Mountaln,“d”‘

“to formulate 1n1t1al strategy for l970 En gar e, Birch: Tsland'“ 3
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o RELIG(IOU‘S"SERVICES.
CHAPEL - THE SMILE OF GOD CHAPEL
",(Close Connectlon w1th Chapel in Chlna)

The Chapel in the center of the Island has constantly been a‘

. source of: specmal interest and care of the Island communlty. It

has’ been—named~iThe Smlle—of God-Chapel” .- This, even though the
competltlon of the fast ‘boats and. guests frequently stood in .the
way of having church services, - As long as  Emery Bradford (Uncle,7”
Em) was alive: and ‘had - his home in the camp communlty there were
regular services every Sunday, led elther by hlmself or by guestk

'preachers 1nv1ted by hlm.

Jolly. Island has jOlned in the serv1ces ‘at our chapel -and lt‘

S‘was always announced at -Jgolly when: there was to be a service.*

There has. been a church commlttee for ‘many years. ‘Evidence of the

“concern of the Island has been shown by the action of the Camp .
~ Company on" securlng volunteers for repalrlng and palntlng the .

L chapelbenches and the pulplt

'~In recent years, w1th no clergyman on the 1sland and w1th the’

need to relax from the pace of: presant- day life, the impulse to

have regular weekly serv1ces has ‘been weakened. Actually, during

: the last dozen years services: have been held. ;about once a year in »
“the chapel generally at the time of the chrlstenlng of the bablesnrl,

born to famllles of the 1sland communlty.

Although not ‘an ordalned clergyman butzatheologlcal school

rgraduate and professor and a Doctor of DlVlnlty,‘I have frequently"
‘been invited to conduct these occas10nal services and take the -
y.respons1blllty for chrlstenlng —?~and there has usually been a
. service. and sermon at the same tlme ThlS has been a "labor of -
,:love" for me and I am- proud of the. fact that I have had the pr1v1—r7.

lege of bapt121ng so many children in the island’ communlty On -

._August 6, 1967, I had the privilege of chrlstenlng my great grand—'

- son, Timothy Fraser Wright. These baptisms, of course, have fitted
- into ecclesiastical requlrements Sane a layman w1th theologlcal
‘ background may baptlze : :

"Sings on theaLake,‘

he flrst "51ngs" on Lake Wlnnlpesaukee were- held in 1897.
Captain Luce would anchor his cat boat in some" guiet: spot either

. in the lea of Birch or Jolly Island. From here all could see the . .=

going down of the 'sun. He usually had ‘on board the "baby organ"
Other row boats would gather ‘round, and with somecne to "lead"” all

'the old hymns would be sung. Someone would offer a brlef prayer



at the end, as the sun sank below the horlzon, the boats would quletly |
drift away. singing "God Be With You Till wWe’ Meet Again". . It was an .
exceedlngly beautlful_ reverent and lmpre551ve servrce." BRI

Durlng the perlod of J.R. D. Oldham S llfetlme he would lead the "Slng
on. the lake at. sunset-_ Motor boats, ‘row boats and canoes would-. comevf
from all over the lake to: jOln in-this sunset hymn SLng.‘ As many as~u_7
150 persons have been counted at one of these services. “These smngs"l
have been contlnued up to the last few years —= one hopes that they can
. be reVlved 2 : . ' T Sl ‘

Often Edna Holmes, ‘a glfted SLnger from nelghborlng Jolly Island
would s1ng "Taps“‘at the close of the serv1ce" ‘ : S

"Day is done,
. Gone the Sun, .
" From the: Lake,:“"
. From the HlllS,
‘From the Sky,
S All is well,
~Safely rest,
‘God is nigh.™

st John S—0on- the Lake;,fi,xﬁ[.

: Rev. K. R Forbes erected at . the “Hemlocks” a beautlfml outdoor
altar for the purpose of family rellglous ‘services in - the" Eplscopal
tradition. As an outgrowth of. this. famlly altar, a movement developed'
to establish an island church on the lake. After some;years‘of‘stren—yz
‘uous effort on the part: of . Rev. Forbes, this resulted in the’ develop—
ment of 'St. John's-on-the-Lake at nearby Bear ‘Island. Funds were:
raised by Rev,~Forbes,'and the site purchased ‘on the’ hlghest spot of
~land on the large island where an old observation tower was located.

The tower was strengthened and a beautiful- fleld—stone church built on-
the site. The church is owned and was dedlcated by the EploCOpal Church
- of New Hampshlre ‘ s SR B
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THE MIRACLE OF EL'ECTRIFICATION

. : In the pre- electrlflcatlon days (when kerosene llghted our. ‘
- homes and cooklng was done by -wood stove" or bottled: gas) four camps»
had independent electrical plants -- the Lymans, the Forbes, the
Dr. Tuckers,; and”steamboat"\of these plants Stuart “Tucker” made the
approprlate comment : : . o . :

"They are. cussed thlngs. We had the usual 4 cyllnder
" Kohler, which generated llO volts D. C.‘when lt felt
llke 1t'"‘A v ‘ . ,

, The flrst dlSCUSSlon of the pOSolblllty of hav1ng electrlclty
on our ‘island took place on a flshlng trip when our boat was anchored
of f Bear. Island. . Those who shared in the fishing trip were John

" Forbes, Clarence Shedd, cCharles Shedd. and Donald Canterbury.y This
took place on a Summer evenlng in 1945. From this point on John
Forbes and the senlor and junlor Shedds carrled the ball

‘The proposal that the island ask for serv1ce from the New Hamp—
';shlre Electric Cooperative, Inc.'was widely discussed during ‘the ;
Summer of 1945, in advance of the August 1945 Camp Company meetlng.
It was the consensus of the members of the Company then ‘that the
.clearlng of a 25-foot" strip of land through the island would' destroy o
too .many beautiful trees, hence it should not be con51dered (In
reality it has provided a "Main Street", "let a little sunshlne in"
and has given the island a "flre—break"). Underground cables’ would
not be practlcal because of the character of ‘the" terraln. '

The matter was brought up agaln in the Summer of" 1947 'when pers -
mission was granted to cut: the necessary trees for- lnstallatlon of
llnes, but there was grave question about the adequacy of the serv1ce
that the Electric Cooperative could furnlsh at that time. ’ ThlS was-
‘given substance by the follow1ng report of the Commlttee appOLnted
for this purpose- : :

"The Electrlcal Commlttee met Friday evenlng, August’
29, 1947, and held a full dlSCUSSlon regardlng the elec—
’trlcal pro;ect S :

: "By unanimous action of the four members present the,
‘follow1ng recommendatlons were . adopted : '

"Because at the present tlme the R. E A. frankly ad—

_ . mits the necess1ty of bulldlng a sub- power station near
'. Bridgewater, N. H., to’ supplement their- present statlon,,
‘near Sunapee, N.H., before they can give reasonable: as- -

surance to the good people of .Birch Island of service

adequate to carry the. full. requlrements of all ‘the var- .

ious devices which may be put to use, it is recommended
'gthat the 1nstallatlon of electrlcal serv1ce be postponed



"When the Brldgewater Sub Statlon has, been com-—
-pleted (and the project has been planned and is await- "~
ing the necessary equlpment whlch is now. on order), it
is recommended that the island pro;ect be brought up

agaln for further actlon.f:' :

"Provrded at that tlme the proposrtlon is approx—
ylmately the same and that reasonable assurance of full
service can be given to the satisfaction of the Birch : :
Island: folks, it is' assumed .that a majorlty of the Blrch S
Island people Wlll w1sh to ‘go along.. ; s

"(Slgned) Nathan D.~Canterbury, -
, - Chairman™'
: John Rlpley Forbes
) R Brown g o N
' A W Tucker”,,.“'

In l954 a new commlttee consrstlng of Edwin F. Morgan, Chalrman,f.
Reglnald Brown and Harry Resall contacted the New Hampshlre Electrlc ‘
Cooperative, Inc. of Plymouth and arrangements were made for .an under—
water cable from Bear Island and . overhead ‘wires down the main path of
Birch Island. ',Indlv1dual contracts were’ s1gned in l955 and the in- -
stallatlons began. , : :

When thlS was really achleved we not only shouted "Let there be .
llght", but almost every camp ' had new constructlon progects —— pumps.,
to pump our water from the lake, bathrooms, refrlgerators and even: f,»
dish. washers. We. knew that we. had achleved Mal consummatlon devoutly
to be w1shed. The service we have been glven, cons1der1ng our island
_problems, has been superb. ~In 1960 thlS service was extended to Steam-
" boat Island which prevrously ‘had its own plant. ‘To-both commlttees
. that. worked on thlS progect the debt. of the 1sland is very great :

BAFS



THE DEATH OF ERNEST ABBOTT

: . . Ernest Abbott s - death on ‘our - lsland on - September 7, 1964 was
a great shock to the lsland communlty._ The story is best told in
Blll Tucker s«wordsaﬂl_ R E R RSN S S e s e

"A word about ‘the facts of -Ernest Abbott s death at our

" camp on the afternoon of September 7, 1964. '.It was a
.clear, warm. summery afternoon. - Beryl ‘and I had just had

a- late luncheon snack on ‘our- lakeside terrace as we often -
do in. good weather. I had retired to the hammock for a
moment of repose. It was almost tlme for afternoon
.mailboatL S ~ ~ = '

"My rest was dlsturbed by the loud ~and pers1stent bark-
~ing of Brandy, our. ‘miniature white poodle, Thls was not
unusual and I didn't pay: much attentlon to. it. Brandy.
leaped agalnst the screen door, left the house and ran
to the northwest corner of the camp where he stopped
~barking even more v:Lolently° This seemed odd, and T got -
‘up to see what it was all about. As I neared the .spot
where Brandy was barking I heard a strange sound, neither
@ cry nor a sigh, but a combination of the two.; My first
.thought was that one of the boys was in the woods tauntlng'
. .the dog, but as 1 rounded the corner of the camp, I saw '
that someone was ‘prostrate on. -the ground. I ran to'him
and found Ernest .face down on: the ground,” his head caught
under the. water plpe where it enters the houseon I called"
out to hlm, at  the same: time pulllng hlm back away from
the ‘pipe, -and turnlng him over "in my armss . What I had _
heard was his last 'sigh, for he was not. breathlng and hls:-
~eyes were .glazed. " While opening his shlrt and massaging
his chest and calling out ‘to try to revive his- attentlon -
I called loudly to Beryl.  She. came ‘running. and T asked
- her to .go for help. Show1ng great' presence of mind, she
ran directly across the 1sland and fetched Dr. - Howard
Simpson who was staylng with his Mother—ln—law,~Sally
Lyman. "I Suppose Dr. Simpson was ‘there within 5 or 6
.,mlnutes of the time I first heard Ernest Dr. Slmpson
~pronounced him dead and Beryl ran to the mallboat whlch
1n the meantlme, had arrlved at the Maln Dock

"Captain Vernon Cotton radioed and w1thln 10 to,l5 minutes
more a PUC boat and two offlcers were at our dock and'theﬂ
‘vcoroner was on call ‘ ' : :

‘ "'I later learned that Ernest had come to our" back door. and R
. had talked to' Theresa to find ‘out whether - 'she needed him' in
“the next, week for transportatlon._ She' had noticed that he
seemed to be persplrlng heavrly and- asked if he wouldn t
llke to come 'in and 51t down and have somethlng to drink.



'He said 'No‘', he had been working" lnSlde all mornlng

at the Shedd's and after saylng goodbye to her and _
'w15h1ng her a good Wlnter, said he: would be’on his way.
Theresa went upstalrs and I can only guess that Ernest
Wert down TF¥OmTour. back porch and "leéaned agalnst the -
woodcuttlng table sllpped to the ground, ‘and crawled e
the foot or so to the point where I found him. Slnce,
there was no audible call. for help, lt all must all
have happened very qulckly.

Z”It was a shock for us, and a great loss to all Ernest s
many friends. - But how better for him to ‘go? Qulckly,;w
and at a time and a place where his frlends were not too;)&
far away." S ' : : ‘

‘so far as Ernest Abbott had-a home, it wasdin this'island~com—,
- munity. We believe that if he could have" had hlS ch01ce,_this,wouldy‘

be where he’ would want to have’ hlS llfe ended

The Laconla Evenlng Citizen also stated

“Someone said of him, 'We have characters but Ernesti3
Abbott wasn t that He was a man of,character . ;

‘The Birch Island Camp Company recorded the follow1ng apprec1atlon
of his life work to the communlty f - :

ERNEST ABBOTT - 1890 to l964
' A Trlbute :

"'There wlll never be an end to the good he has done. These.
words honoring- -Stephen’ Mather, the creator of our system- of
”Natlonal parks, also descrlbe v1v1dly and accurately Ernest
" Abbott. His death on. our island on. Labor Day,,September 7,‘
1964, ended a unlque partnershlp of just 40 years and one
month as caretaker of our island and our homes., Ernest had:
not only the key to ‘our homes,; but also to our hearts.,fOur
first contact with him each year was llkely to be a postcard
‘with the laconlc but cheerlng message,,'The lce has gone -
E. Abbott' ‘ \ :

_les was no ordlnary caretaker s service. In advance of ourﬁ,~
“arrival, he opened our camps, turned on our, electrlclty,w
‘started our pumps and refrlgerators and dld those odd jObS

. so essentlal to our comfort in. beglnnlng camp life. On calm

~ or rough seas, he met our famllles at Glendale with he: beloved

ship, the Limit I and II).. IE our arrival was delayed, whether
day or night, we could count on his" belng at the dock - and if lt'
were late at night, we. mlght flnd him, waltlng, asleep under“

the hood of his boat. . He took us,: ouxr dogs,fcats, grOCeries,,,
'bags and household goods from Glendale to our docks and helped
carry our goods into our camps.; SR R EhNe



"He was an exemplar of Yankee honesty,Llntegrlty and
, lngenulty.~ He was every woman's’ ideal' Mr. Flet -
. the..envy. of-every.-man.-- His use. of. strlng ‘and tape -for -
- repairs and his kicking of a slugglsh refrlgerator to

make it work after its long Winter's sleep ~— these

-things amazed us.  The - ‘greatest mystery ‘was ‘how he ever

put out long docks without. getting his feet wet -- just y

by the use of 'his pole from his. boat. Perhaps a greater o
- mystery was hlS 1nablllty to swim’ when he made his llVll—
'hood by boat service on the lake! ~ : -

"HlS care of our lsland and camps . durlng the Fall, Wlnterkf]
and Spring months, maklng trips over on the ice 'in the. '
Winter months to inspect and to burn rubblsh -was-such
that we never questioned his bllls for serv1ces because
we knew he would cheat hlmself sooner. than us. o We mlght

~ have dlsagreed with ‘some of hlS shrewd Yankee plans for.
saving us money by ‘repairing lnstead of buylng a 'new
part‘ but we were. generally wrong.» k '

-"As baptaln of the. lelt hlS word was law to us. We-
mlght phone and say meet us at Glendale at 5:00 P. M. and

‘his reply might be ‘'nope'! wWe - flnally agreed on whatever
% ~hour he set, know1ng he - would keep hlS word....even if we
‘ were delayed on the road. g

“"He was a’ part of our family llfe for three generatlonsd
~and gave us news of all our island famllles, as_we made
our first trip in the Summer to the island. It was news’
of the good things or lllnesses...never gossip. HlS Wlnter
_visits (like the 1t1nerant preacher ') to our homes.(gen—
erally ‘unannounced.) helped him keep up to date on family -
news.  In a way quite unlque he was a: partner in our joysﬁvh
and sorrows. His concern for our welfare and that of our
children was kind, 'generous and self effaClng., Perhaps
the fact that. he 'drove the mule : teams with their chow'
to the front lines in World war I made it easier for him
to get: along w1th some of our frustratlng and mulish ways.

"While Ernest Abbott remalned a bachelor throughout his
lifetime, he shared in the affection of all our famllles.;
To us and our children he was a radiant. example of that
true happlness whlch comes from humble and- unselflsh servrce.

h"In our island life’ he is lrreplaceable Truly."There:,
‘ will never be an “end to the good he has done.'" ‘

Compller S Note- At the request of the Company, thls trlbute
was ‘written by Dr. Clarence P. Shedd. We are grateful to Dr Shedd
for ‘speaking for all of us’ so ‘beautifully. ’




IN MEMORIUM
Deaths Slnce 1936

(Emery Bradford s Hlstory Date)

fEllhu R. Lyman‘ fl‘}*: L 3“1937,

_ Rev. Emery L. Bradford 1940
..'Carrie L. Bradford R f 1941
william F. Buck 1943
Mrs. William F. BuCkf 01949
.Clara Tinker - , . 1951
Rev. Wellington- H. Tlnker - lesl
‘Helen ‘S. Sherman - = " 1952
:Marcellus C. Avery ,;,@ 0 l9s2
*J.R.D. Oldham .. 1953 .
Ellen E. Forbesf,f w0 Lo 1954
pr. Arthur W. Tucker - 1956,
Virginia Thompson Dukelow . 1957
William E. Tucker’ D 11958°
John Dukelow e '_1ffl959,f
. Nellie M. Oldham . . 71960
 Mrs. Marcellus C. Avery 1961
Edwin F. Morgan =~ - 1961 -
charles B. Forbes" 1963
Christine Wilson Tucker~" 1964
- Ernest Abbott: oo . 1964
 Rev. Kenneth Rlpley Forbes L 1965

Cross1ng the Bar

?Sunset and eveéning: star, f A

~ +.7And ‘one clear call for me. , ;
‘fAnd may " there be. ho: moanlng of the bar,““
When I put out to ‘'sea. -

But such a. tlde -as mov1ng ‘seems asleep,”

Too full for sound and foam,; ; ;
‘When that ‘which drew from out the boundless deep
Turns agaln home '

Twilight and~evening'bell,"i
And after that the dark! S S

And may there be no sadness of farewell,

~ when I embark ’ ‘ R
'For though from out our bourne of Time and Place
~'The flood may bear me far, U K
I hope to see my Pilot face to face .

 When I have crossed the bar. . -

- Alfred Lord Tennysonf



