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et guests of the Thompson Ames Hlstorlcal Society
: BN )

—db ut,the Gllford Islands. I thought ‘you would probably 11ke to hear®

The facts and flgures

8

h‘bltable, with 20 to 22 1slands Wlthln the llmlts of the Town of , _
y Lake Wlnnlnesaukee, in 1nd1an language, meant "Beautlful Water 1n a ng
’rI wonder what the 1nd1ans would think of our. "Beautlful Water nqw,'

QSettled in. ‘There was probably no one to "say theﬁ nay" because the
‘arly Masonian Grant, in 1622, according to a very authorltatlve record, :
unn only te the boundary of the Lake. Technically, the State ‘holds tltle
,° al_yuﬂgranted landb, most esp001ally 1slands.>




Forvthe most part, it'is believed that

JS'generally believed that he had no rlght to do so. - , oo

»The report I refer to is that prepared by the,State of New s
Hampghire in December of 1965. While this could be a very disturbing |
situation for owners of island property, it would seem that if the State,

t%ioa‘to enfofoe it's ownership, which would be a crisis of great Magni-
tﬁdé to island property owners, the cost to the State would be of far
greqter magnltude. So, let's not worry about 1t but at the same time

Qarare that the situation exists.
In my travels and dealmngs in and uround the Laconia and Gilford

Allttle, if any, knowledge of Lake Winnipesaukee's 1olands. There

]

but very little is urltten

All of us, probnb1y, at one time or another, have thought we mlght
iika,to have or live on an island.  However, I can tell you from exper-

i éo that isl «nds cah be "worriuomc things". When the weather is good,
it is -

;another story. Many times we have threatened to give the 1oland back

Ao the 1nd1ans. Found in the historical documents we have been

'ortunate enough to see are incidents of man's battle against nature -

,mall predatory anlmals, deer who lave to eat our flowers, blrds, bees,f&;X

‘These are all found on the mainland, of course, but the effect onog“‘°

®

seems to be preater on an island.,

=L iy
m»,g;ﬁ Y

Then one must have a good boat, a wharf which must be brought in _tdf
at durlng the w1nter.;

evory WL ter, also a marina in which to store the bo

If not, there is an outside prlvy, bottled gas for stove

rator, and kerosene Jdamps. In Splte of all these pltfalls.

i

r




and the high cost of maintaining 1sland property, do you think people
stlll like to live on islands? You' re darned right they do. I know = "';;4

R

islands in Gllford, some qulte heav1ly
in the time allotted, to all the

‘of them, the smaller ones, have very

havo a questlon and answer period if deolrable and if there is time.
Now we'll talk about the islands and take them in alphabetlcal order.i
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BIRCH & STEAMBOAT ISLANDS

It covers everything, as the saying goes "from the womb to the

on the approx1mately fifteen families living thereon, as well

_ﬂIn 1886 pworof_them, Walter Yates and George Bates, purchased
mall 1sland, tﬁénbknown as Belknan, from Mrs. Charles Brown of Lake-.
The name of this island, connected to Birch Island by a small

“fact thqt the firoct steamboat on the lake, The Belknap, was ’
mrockod just offshore during a bad storm. She was towing a load of logs,

ap rontly cut from one of the islands in the v1c1n1ty.. The timbers of

n.l893, the groun organized under the name of The Birch Island Camp
One member(

Steamboat Islands covers a multitude of =
to them all. They are = artlcles of asso-

detail and with interesting anecdotes,
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%In11897¥religipus services were held out on the lake. It is
dhﬁﬁat;Capfain Luce would anchor his boat in the lee of either
pgi‘or'Jolly island, where the setting sun could be seen. He alwdys
“hiblbaby organ in the boat and other boats would gather around,
éﬁ%&qt to boat. The old hymns would be sung. ‘Some one would
difdf:ﬁ prayer and then, as the sun sank below the horith, the

’ ;These wére apparently véry reverent. and impressive services.,
% ;I Wish every islander could read this history and that every

E*gﬁa}had something like this going for it. -
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CAMP and LITTLE CAMP ISLANDS

iCamp Island is about 25 - 30 acres, w1th Little Camp about 2 InA

1855{ John Brown clalmed 1t for George K. Brown. There are no records

s wife, Ellen. Brown also had an 1nterest in Birch Ioland, Steamboat,.
,artiof Six Mile and Mink. In 1881, Ellen Brown deeded the property t0~
her daughters, by names of Chandler and Nolan. Mrs. Nolan eventually

re anprox1mately ten to twelve camps on it. 1' o gf
The Nolans were staunch 1slanders, partlcularlv Mrs. Nolan. She ran
th“ boat llke a veteran. They spent many summers and parts of many w1nters
*1sland. During the hurrlcane of 1938, Mrs. Nolan was on the 1uland

She dld not intend to leave. As things got worae, she apnarently
with John Goodhue, by boat radio. Knowing John, he nrobably sald, :
get the hell off that island if you know what's good for you' and lw¥95

Camp Island. even though the 1sland nrobably was never on . ‘;al
4 Just last week, I was shown where the original dock had been.,;'
k a picture on the counter of the first house on Camp Island,.
j 1:;*1881‘,‘;;. G '
'1nterest1ng item Just came to mlnd. John Goodhue owned a lot on:
Y Veronica Lake, you“wllf"
mber her, was at the Plavhouse.‘ John took her, and others in the cast,
moonlzght sall over to the island. - He thought that was qulte a .

thﬁf in hls cap because she was quite the rage then.




’Thls lsland, of some ten acres, was orlglnally granted,

resQrt
of the
There
After
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DIAMOND ISLAND

in 1781,

‘ lgnd came next, a hotel was built and a steamboat landing provided.

¢/ Lady of the Lake made regular stovs there and by the outbreak of -

the Weirs‘had assumed considerable importance as a'
and in order to gain a share of this business, the(
Diamond Island House decided to move that hotel to the
it was renamed The Sanborn House, eventually the Hotel

the removal of its hotel, Diamond Island was dropped

mf»he steamboat schedules and it became just another island.

‘;was told several weeks ago that the island was owned by one

RNt ]

e R T
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DUD'S TSLAND

island, one of the Forties, is only about half an acre.

& camp on it‘aﬁ one time,‘owned by Dudléy Parker of Gilford.

and eariy 1900's. In one of the pictures on the counter is shown s

At the present time, Dud's Island is own by the man who owns i

The two are separated only by a small inlet.' =
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’ EAGLE ISLAND R T T
This is a small island, probably under an acre, located ﬁest L :;&~%:
is only one resident of this island, - .
I am sorry to say that I have been B ! ' Ty
datn on this island, althowgh I read =~ = -

island. . - , R
« There is one thing I lcarned last weck, in lictening to Paul .
laisdell speak of the Lake, and that is the fact that the deepest

yuten

k3

&

spotlih‘ﬁhe Lake is off the shores of Eagle Island.
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C ,”'FISH ISLAND R o

,Thls 1slend, one of the original Fortles, ‘some years ago. per-‘
5, assumed its present name of Fish. The present
acqu1rcd it from Dudley Parker, of Gilford about

: They ‘also bought Dud's island, adjacent to Fish. . T xi

Bayithat‘th re are verhaps five or six acres involved. They

'ainlﬁ(have their own island retreat although in recent years, .
fi herman have taken over the waters surrounding the 1slands.
house, w1th many rooms and even a plano,
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THE FORTIES

’The flshlng is always good around these 1slands, because

many rocks. " Small mouth bass, in particular, like these surroundlngs.

‘years, ﬂhe Forties have been de51pnated by the New Hampshlre;w

_oons'rlght close to our wharf. Years ago, there were manv many 1oons*f :

lako and hearlng them call is one of my- fondest memorles. I have ,:;2

g von The Fortles there have been;ﬁaﬁy beavers, ahd dame} hThey(
one con51derable ‘damage to the trees ehﬂtheee islands in -the §ast
The owners have had them trapped, ‘at times, ‘and removed to
unknown, but they seem to keep comlng back. Don't know whether
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' GOVERNOR'S ISLAND

Hlstorv records that he. gave it to his ne er-do-well son,

"*"A -

to keep hlm busy and out of trouble. However, Nathaniel

it was called Davis Island. In 1834, the
and on one occasion, they gathered on the
await the end of the world, which ‘
ké Morrlll, of Gllford bought the 1sland for $5,000 from the Dav1s ‘;\i’
for a huge proflt, in 1880 to Stlllson Hutchlns, ‘34

Many celebrltles, ;

were<enterta1ncd there
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(JOLLY ISLAND® SRR

ThlS 1sland, of some 28 acres, and presently with elght to ten
3 camps, was part of an original grant to a Mr. John Ringe in 1781. We
'mlght consider the fact, here, that he "clalmed" the 1sland. I'11

rlglnally clalmed for thelr lumber, whlch also accounts for the,”

hthat on many 1slands, back then, there was open opace whlch wae

4

2

“I am Vrateful to one of my island reprosentatlvee for furnis hlng
th a copy of a document entltled "Earlv Days on Jolly Island"

1o was brobablv the or1g1na1 "clammer" Sanborn passed the property on
“%o‘his daughter, Helen. She and her husband, John S. Wadleigh, s0ld.
their holdlngs to Charles S. Dav1s, in 1891.

L'bf cource, Jolly Island hau had Mail boat serv1ce for years. "VQV

LI PR

“Hero 13 a notation in 1903 = The Association called to the atten-




‘Page 15 S . B S | '[V“ e:{ﬂfﬁ

JOLLY I&LAHD

icehseé. They state."We wonder what new tayes w1ll be presented ton

in*l918° Wlnd and water are still on the free list at this tlme.

»meoting bf the Association. 'The p0551b111ty that the State might 1ay
‘ Wﬁﬁo island pronerty was raised. (An artlcle in the Boston Herald of‘ '

€
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KINNEHO ISLAND = .

the original Forties, of about eight to
around the year 1905 by two sisters, lelen

it to them is unknown at . thls tlme, but ub-
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LOCKES ISLAND

is said to be the flrst island in the Lake to be 1nhab1ted by
settlers. Thls was in 1781 and once again, these settlers were "clalmers"
you will. Samuel Leavitt could have been the "claimer" in this case. "=

. In 1817 Thomas Thompson, son of William Thompson, Gilford, purchased

he 1sland and namea it Thompson's ILittle Island. = This Thompson is no

addltlonal 1slands, including Round, Welch, etc.

We flnd that a John Smith was 1nvolved nere somehow, although not. too‘

b llke those on Birch and Jolly Islands. I would say that all camps

(-

77Lots of 1nterest1ng events occured between 1891 and 1950'8 but -

v'ently they are Just not on record. “In about 19& 2, @ flach flre ,

rted on.. the south end of the, 1sland, set off, ve are told byKFﬁ?eless-'
of workmen installing telephones. My father, my wife and slster-ln-
fere‘on thelr way to the Weirs for an evening of fun and frolic,

They spled

The blaze was necar the hlngston cottage. Mrs.
in her boathouse, was in hysterics, was taken~

df her own boat, with all her Jewelry plnned
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MARK ISLAND

Aﬁ the present tlme, there are about 20 camps on the 1uland. e
There 1s a hill on ‘this is landt said to be the highest on any ..

YzThe channel between Mark and Mink is known as Adelaide's Chahnel;ff

must tell you that either my research ran dry or

-~ too many facts to assimilate. Sorry about that

4 Y ( ; e .
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MINK ISLAND ' , - o

ﬂink.léland is composed of about 20 - 25 acres and old recofds

the property

to indicate any “claimer", probably because

188 ncluded wlth other island land in the area. However, the same

m we have heard about before bought the island at some
d the island to his wife and

GeorgegBrO\
nt in time because in 1879, he deede
td'hls daughter Mrs. Holan.
ln about 1955, Mrs. Nolan

Jare about 12 camps located on the island. =
etter report on this island because

sold off lots and at the presant tlme

?,I regret not to have had a b
to the northwest, and we are acqualntéd




PIG ISLAND -

a small lbldnu, situated directly off Varney Poxnt and
"enaratcd from the malnland by a small strip of water.

I think one

Hy apologleo for lack of hlstory on this island, which is a Verv‘

little island, with nice buildings and well kept grounds. Can't
halp notlclng it because we pass it on our way out to Round Island.
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POP'S ISLAND or CRESCENT

s

it for some years. The orlglnnl "clalher"
moment but will undoubtedly turn out to be

mentioned because the islands are 50 close.

practiéally run over by beavers. It's amazing.
We visitediit one fall, while on,
had been knawed_x
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ROCK IbLAND

3}1‘(,.‘.' » ! :
‘Thls 1s another small 1sland,

boathouse and grounds,; of about a half acre or little more. {Actually

'he~h use takes up - most of the island.

Iockes Island, separated by a "NO WAKEY strlp of water, w1fh oeveral

“We have’ often thouvht, a

very pretty, with a nice house,

It 15 just to the east of

s we went by this island =

o

't want to walk too far away from the house on a dark nlght.

Flsnlng should be good on the east smde of Rock Island if the number ;

o boats anchored there is any crlterlon. v . ,
to 1ocate the’ present owvner, 1 flnallx,

to gather any 1mnortant

‘fter numerous attempts

eached hlm vesterday, W1th not much time left

oihat .: He .said they had 1ntended to trace the 1slands hlstory

,nut at'the moment could not help me. ~He said he might p0551bly be .
It .

If so, pcrhaps he could plve us a - few more. clues.
later and try to brlng this hlgtory:'(

1erettonight.¢
shall go back to my research

date.l T o R A ol | ﬁ




‘of Gilford, sold the island to -
Smith was involved, the island
.George Roby sold the island to my grandfather;”’

Total acreage at that tlme,‘and for vearo, was supposed

Tho,atcamboat referred to prev1ously is shown. Aloo, there are some post-“

dslshowing the early days in Glendale, when the tralnu were runnlnp and o

i

&heﬂr,honeymoonstln this camp. In 1950, we took over this~old.camp,and e
own - summer residence. Each of my two sons has a camp, one on

por bidO- Theso three cumps, incidentally, were built by us, with a
dttle help from friends. 5 : oy

hay~say I learned to walk on Round Island. My qhildren learned to




f.Es.L'mtl

15 Q ciou thé”l‘e.

”becausc glrls do;have a hablt of changlng ndﬁéé»:

[T

Eggs were;20¢ x-N dozen,,

EATa

¥
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oo e PIMBER.ISLAND .2 e e

ThiS"iS‘an 1sland -of- about- 110 -acres,- on- whlch«there ~is_only

one!occupant. In 1871, the island was named Wentworth, subsequently

sold‘to John P. Smlth ofméllford, thenmﬁgwigé préééﬁt owner. He is
f-an-island.-of his ‘ovm,._did._ somethlnq

about 1t and now has plenty of space to roam.

Paul Blaisdell made a very 1nteresting “comment, which I “quote

’*uTho gonorations of today who love Winnipesaukee, will nevgp know its

Gone are tho days of o peaccful picnic while
" Tho mld-day "skinny—dip"

moorod in a bay on the west sido of Mark Island.
ible_ in the coves of Timber Island would now attract a multituda"

oncé poss
oor off Timber ‘and Mark islands 1

c%ually, a multitude of boats still m
I'11 wager there is plenty-of- skinny-dipping - still--h.

n summer ‘weekends and’

)
i
et i - o
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WELCH ISLAND

as Thompson Great Island, also called Fisher's 5, How Welch. we belleve

and the turn of the. century, we don't know. However, a Mr. Welch owned

He 1s a consultant for the U. S. Government and then

Ry

rWashmnvtoh recently.» The subgect turned to: New Hampshlre and my frlena
0 the Ex.lGovernor - “We are’ part tmme residents of N.;H. ? Where f:f

he Govornor - Lake hlnnlnesaukee, samd my frlend.“Wﬁst part of the

Zilvcrln relatlon to that place? Right next door, said my frlend. What a,xf

i

_inc dence? and thlngs like that are hanpenlng all the time. As a

'certalnly changed the whole aspect of camp living..

There are now over 50 camps on. the’ 1sland, 1nclud1ng ‘one, - ‘the’ orlglnal

was consmdered to be haunted because Mr.
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WELCH ISLAWD ' - - e

Two famllles have had five generatlons on the 1sland and three or

: 1‘,.;
Tia %

they did on Blrch Ioland and Jolly, they held religious services on the

‘ln theli)boats ‘grouped together. One day, when the Reverend was

tandlng 1n hlefsermonlzlng, Mr. Buzzell, who owned con31derable property

‘rop rty and that of Mr. Buzzell. Having known Mr. Buzzell, I_am sure 1t

i
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THE WITCHES: "

':"'.'

tor_havmng inblbed too heavily, he becamo lost and landed on The
Ultches.‘ He was: very frlghtened and snent the nlght 1n h1s boat on

£y
g2
&
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During the 1977 scason, the flreboat

'onvten.occa51ons - two boat fires, one island fire, three medlcal

bdllu and four smo e lnvestlgatlons. We have the usual red stickebr attached.f

There 10 lltule

nnropriate«figure.l would you bclleve that vell over $500,000 of tax

Amoncyﬁcomes out of the coffers of Gilford 1sland re31dents° Thlu to me  [$

The Town of Gilford is very fortunate to have thls source of

b‘cause, with the exceptlon of Governor'~ Island, whlch undohbtedly




yiPagé 30

Actuallv islanders need something to rally around. They have

The uleeper woke up, took a look at the speaker and sald,

i"hit me apa in. I can Gtill hear you.!

In conclusion, let me say that it has afforded me a great deal of
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