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Governor's Island
(1)
President Kennedy in his talk Sunday, Sept. 30,
1962, over nationwide television on the racial crisis at
the University of Mississippi, said, in part: “Mississippi

and her university

are noted for: her cour-
age, for their -contribu-

tion of talent and thought
to the affairs of this na-
tion. This is the state of
Lucius L.amar and many
carers who have placed
the national good ahead
of sectional interest. This
state which had
Medal of Honor
the Korean
war alone. In fact, the
federalized

is the
four

winners in
guard  unit
this arly, 1S
part of the 155th Infan-
try, one of the ten oldest

moirning

LUCIUS LAMAR ks ' P

regiments in the Union
and one of the most decorated for sacrifice and bravery
in six wars.”

This was not the first time Mr. Kennedy had di-
rected special attention to Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus
Lamar, close friend for many years of Stilson Hutchins,
who owned Governor’s Island at Lake Winnipesaukee,
N. H., over a long period.

There is reasonable ground for the assumption that
Justice Lamar visited Hutchins on the Island, as he fre-
quently did in his Washington home.

As a member of the House of Representatives in
1874 Lamar dramatically urged reconciliation between
the North and South, with malice toward noue, with
charity for all. The fact that he drafted the
Mississippi ordinance of secession and served in the
Later,

had

Confederate forces lent impact to his views.
he was the first Confederate officer to enter the Senate.
There he continued to put national above sectional is-
sues. For all of this Senator Kennedy included him,
in 1956, in his book “Profiles in Courage,” dealing with
a special group of American herocs—those politicians
who followed their consciences at the risk of destruction
and disgrace. In President Cleveland’s Cabinet, La-
mar was Secretary of the Interior, andl he resigned that
office to become Justice of the Supreme Court.
FEugene Field, famous for his poems and news-
paper work, was an early employe of Stilson Hutchins
after Hutchins founded the Washington Post.
ing the social qualities of the Laird of Governor's

Describ-

Island, Field wrote: “His intimate companions at that
time were Joseph Pulitzer, who had not then taken a
wife, and had never dreamed of editing the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, and John B. Clark, one of the Missouri
Congressmen. His associates were Sam Cox, Proctor
Knott, Frank Hurd, Senator Gordon, Colonel Boudinot,
Albert. Pike. 'He

admiration for Senator Thurman; the old gentleman

Senator Lamar and had a great
called Hutchins his boy and used to slip around to his
room of an evening and smoke his pipe and drink sour
Hutchins had not been in Washington a month
fortnightly

His parlors were thrown open and a dozen

mash.
before he instituted symposiums, as he
called them.
or fifteen friends were invited to enjoy an evening of
anecdote, song and wine. There were stories by Proc-
tor Knott and Sam Cox, ballads by Boudinot, a recita-
tion by the venerable Albert Pike, wine or more sub-
stantial drinks, then more stories and songs, and finally
a cold lunch. Occasionally a chorus of colored singers,

imported for the occasion from a neighboring church
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or academy, would vary the program with their strange-
ly characteristic melodies. The cvenings were always
charmingly spent, and the symposiums became immense-
ly popular among statesmanly circles. Senator Lamar
—solemn and heavy as he was—used to say he would
give a hundred dollars any time rather than miss one
of Hutchins’ symposiums "

Managing editor of the Post for Mr. Hutchins was
the redoubtable John A. Cockerill, former managing edi-
tor of the Cincinnati Enquirer.

Cockerill was one of a few closely associated with
Hutchins at one time or another in the course of the
New Hampshire native's extraordinary career, who
figured in sensational shootings. Biographers of Joseph
Pulitzer offer somewhat different versions of the life
or death affray in which Cockerill was involved, while
in Pulitzer's employ. In 1882 Cockerill wrote an edi-
torial in Pulitzer's St. Louis Post-Dispatch criticising
the law firm of Broadhead, Slayback and Haessler.
On Oct. 5, 1882, the angry Slayback visited Cockerill’s
office in an effort to force a retraction. Cockerill pro-
duced a “six gun” and shot and killed his assailant.

President Jefferson Davis of the Confederacy sent
Lamar to Russia to obtain assistance. Some twenty
years later Historian Henry Adams became closely as-
sociated at Washington with Lamar, then senator from
Mississippi, who according to Biographer Wirt Armis-
tead Cate “had grown to be one of the calmest, most
reasonable and most amiable Union men in the United
States, and quite unusual in social charm.” “Lamar,”
said Adams, “liked to talk of his brief career in diplom-
acy. He never alluded to Confederate management or
criticised Jefferson Davis’ administration.”

Lamar did not reach St. Petersburg, was detained
in Paris awaiting instructions, then was sent under re-
vised orders to London where he followed the debate in
the House of Commons on the motion to recognize the
Confederacy.

An amusing incident of Lamar's diplomatic career
was related by the former Hutchins and Pulitzer editor,
John Cockerill, mentioned above as the slayer in self
defense of a St. Louis lawyer. Just as he had given
a helping hand to “Hutch” in launching the Washington
Post, Cockerill had proved equally useful to Pulitzer
in two big projects. Former Mayor George Brinton Me-
Lellan of New York City in his book “The Gentleman
and the Tiger” wrote: “Much of the success of the New
York World under Pulitzer was unquestionably due to
John Cockerill, who had already helped his employer in
booming the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.”

Cockerill hung his hat on pegs in several big news-
paper sheps.  He chanced to be on the New York Ad-
vertiser at the time of Justice Lamar's death in 1893
and reminisced in this fashion: “I recall with interest
an hout's conversation held with Mr. Lamar in Wash-
12773 He then a  Senator from
Mississippi. - At a'reception given Mr. Stilson
Hutchins (whom I had aided in founding the Daily
Post) to Senator Thurman and some of his colleagues,
quite a crowd of Washington flaneurs gathered. . . «
Mr. Lamar, who was one of the honored guests . . .
came and dropped himself on the sofa beside me,

ington _in was

by

languidly and apparently much bored. He told one or
two amusing stories of backwoods life which he had
picked up when a young lawyer practising in Georgia
and Mississippi. He had a Southern dialect which he
brought to the relation, as quaint as that which had
made Proctor Knott famous as a raconteur.

“Mr. Lamar, on this occasion, related an amusing
journalistic experience which came to him during the
period when he was begging alternately at the doors of
St. Cloud and St. James for aid for his Southern cause.
He said that he was anxious to win the friendship of
the London press. He prepared one day a careful
article gently leading up to the point of interesting the
English government in the struggle for Southern inde-
pendence. He called upon Mr. Delane of the London
Times and submitted it. After a careful reading the
editor accepted it, and said that he would use it as a
leader in The Times. ‘I waited for days,’ said Mr. La-
mar, ‘for the appearance of that article, which I fondly
hoped would open the way for others more direct and
forcible.  Time rolled on, and the article did not appear.
I was anxious, for our cause could not well wait. T had
kept a copy of the article. Concluding that Mr. Delane
had decided on reflection not to use the article, I carried
He accepted it. Two
\days after, he printed it as a Jeading editorial, and, by

most singular coincidence, it came out as an original
\jcle in the Times of the same morning, word for

. 1 was never so mortified in my life. 1 could
\pl:\in. I never saw either editor afterwards, and
\never been able to estimate just what the Con-

lost by that faux pas. I know that it stopped







