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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated
to those generations who loved
The Lake long before we were
born and to those yet to come
who will love The Lake for us
when we are gone.




IN MEMORIAM
Stephen Habbe (1903-1993)

On the occasion of our Centennial the J olly Island Association wishes to honor Stephen Habbe. As one
hundred years from the early events of Jolly drew near - the purchase of the island by the Davis brothers in
1891, the building of the first four cottages in 1892, and the formation of the Jolly Island Association in
1893--Steve constantly reminded us of the approaching centennial. Without Steve's gentle prodding and
persistence we may never have come together to plan the events and this commemorative book.

Though he was not able to meet with the committee, there was no one who was more involved and
interested than Steve, showing the same kind of interest and love of Jolly Island that he and Karla have
demonstrated throughout their nearly fifty years on the island. In honor of Jolly's 100 years, and to celebrate
his 90th birthday, Steve bought a flag to be installed on the mailboat dock and arranged for the preparation
of a plaque honoring the original settlers of Jolly Island. It was Steve's plan to raise the flag and dedicate the
plaque as the kick-off event of the Centennial.

Sadly, on March 7, 1993, Steve died. As the flag is raised on July 3 we will pause to remember Stephen
Habbe - a kind, gentle, concemed, and much-loved citizen of Jolly Island.

Grace W. King, President
Jolly Island Association
June 8, 1993
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Chapter 1
HISTORY OF JOLLY ISLAND BEFORE 1891

by Grace W. King (1923- )
(with appreciation for the help of Merrill Fay and Jack Boyd)

When I started to look into the history of Jolly Island in the period before 1891, I soon realized that it
was necessary to get an understanding of the history of the region surrounding Lake Winnipesaukee. This
then led me to researching the history of the State of New Hampshire. The history of New Hampshire is
interesting because of the many conflicting claims and boundary disputes during the colonial and provincial
periods. One of the disputed boundary lines went right through Lake Winnipesaukee. Much of the
controversy was related to the 1621, 1629, and 1635 charters granting territory to John Mason. John Mason
probably never lived in New England, but it is largely due to his efforts, those of his heirs, and later the
activities of the Masonian Proprietors, that the New Hampshire we now know came into existence. The
Lake Winnipesaukee region was very much affected by decisions made on behalf of the Masonian interests.
This account will start with the early colonial history of New Hampshire, and then in later periods, I will
concentrate on the history of the region around the Lake, and finally narrow down to Jolly Island.

Colonial Period (1620-1679)

Several explorers--Martin Pring (1603), Samuel de Champlain (1605), and Capt. John Smith (1614)--
had sailed along the New Hampshire coast and explored some of the bays, but it was not until after 1620
that settlement of the region began. In 1620 Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who had been interested in the New
World since 1605 and was eager to encourage colonization, as well as fishing and trade, obtained from King
James I a charter for the formation of a Council with the authority to grant land, control trade and administer
‘the colonies in New England. The Council, known variously as the Council of Plymouth, since it was
established in Plymouth, England, or the Council of New England, was composed of forty dignitaries most
of whom lived in Plymouth, Exeter, or Bristol. The land it embraced in the New World went from the 40th

. to the 48th parallel and from sea to sea, 1.23.4

The Council of New England began almost immediately to make grants. Gorges very soon issued the

Pierce Patent to the Mayflower Pilgrims when he leamed that they had settled in territory under Council

: Jurisdiction. 2 A second patent was issued in 1621 to John Mason, a London merchant, and later a sea-

P officer and Governor of Newfoundland, for land extending from the Naumkeag (Salem) River around Cape

; ’ Ann'to the Merrimack River; this was known as Mariana. In 1622 Gorges and Mason received land, the

Province of Maine, between the Merrimack and the Sagadahoc (Kennebec) Rivers and extending from the

mouths of the rivers to the "Great Lakes and the River of Canada.” The "Great Lakes" could be Lakes

Champlain and Winnipesaukee; the "River of Canada" is the St. Lawrence. The St. Lawrence and Lake

Ck}am_plain had been explored by Samuel de Champlain and were known in 1620, but whether Lake
Winnipesaukee was known then is questionable, 1234 ‘

Gorges and Mason sent agents to New England, and in 1623 fishing settlements were established at Rye
and Dover. Walter Neale established a settlement at the falls on the Newichawannock River (Salmon Falls
; River), and was sent on an exploration to discover the Lake of the Iroquois. He apparently did reach a lake;

a note on p. 14 of Volume 1 of the N.H. Provincial Papers reports that the lake was probably
Winnipesaukee, 123

- Because of legal technicalities and limited finances, Mason was not able to take up Mariana, and he lost {
control of it to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. However, on November 7, 1629, Mason was granted the
westem part of the Province of Maine. This territory, which he called New Hampshire, extended from the
mouth of the Piscataqua to sixty miles in the course of the river, and sixty miles from the mouth of the
Mernmapk, and thence to cross overland to the end of the sixty miles along the Piscataqua. Much dispute
re:sulted‘ In later years because of uncertainty as to whether the line overland was a curved or strai ght line,
! Finally in 1788 the General Court confirmed that the curved line represented the boundary of the Mason

Claim, thus including all of Lake Winnipesaukee and its surrounding territory in the Masonian claim. 2¢
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Later in 1629 the Council gave Gorges and Mason a charter for the Laconia Company, an enterprise for
promoting trade in furs. They had jurisdiction over the land between the Merrimac and the Kennebec "in Ye
Country of New England together with ye lakes and rivers of ye Iroquois and other nations." Later the i
Laconia Company turned to fishing, since the fur trade was not very profitable, and in 1634 it became ;
bankrupt. >4

In early 1635 the Council of New England surrendered its charter to the King, since royal officials
wanted to assume direct control of the New World settlements. Patents that had previously been issued
remained viable and much of the remaining land was divided among the councillors. Mason's grant was
confirmed by the Council on April 22, 1635 and by royalty on August 19, 1635. Mason also sought
abrogation of a Massachusetts Bay charter which included territory in his 1621 patent, SO his 1635 grant
included territory to the Naumbeck River. He also acquired additional territory on the eastern side of his
grant. Unfortunately in December, 1635, John Mason died, leaving only a daughter and two young
grandsons. %**-

During the colonial period there was relatively little activity in the territory near Lake Winnipesaukee. In
1632 agents were sent from Portsmouth to explore the area, but no settiements were started, though the
explorers reported the land to be valuable for supposed minerals deposits.?

In 1638 the General Court of Massachusetts ordered surveyors to locate the northernmost part of the
Merrimack in order to determine the northern boundary of Massachusetts. The charter issued to the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629 stated the northern boundary to be "three English miles to the northward
of the said river Monomack, alias Merrymack.” The language in that patent and the one issued in 1629 to
Mason was confusing, and it could be interpreted that the same territory was included in each of the patents.
In 1629 the interior had not been explored, and it was assumed that the Merrimack ran an east-west course.
It was discovered later that it makes a right angle turn and heads north. 3¢

The explorers sent out by the General Court stopped three miles north of the union of the
‘Winnipesaukee and Pemigewasset Rivers (at Franklin) at a large pine tree, which they named "Endicott's
tree," and determined that to be the limit of the Massachusetts charter. In later years "Endicott's tree" could
not be located, so in 1652 Govemnor Endicott ordered Commissioners Symon Willard and Edward Johnson

. to "procure assistants as they shall judge meet, 10 g0 with them to find out the most northerly part of the
Merrimack River." The Commissioners obtained the services of John Sherman, a surveyor, and Jonathan
Ince, a student at Harvard College. They took with them Indian guides and when they arrived at the junction
of the two rivers the Indians were asked which river was the Merrimack. The Indians pointed to the river
coming from the East, though it was the smaller of the two rivers. Thus the men followed the
Winnipesaukee River and determined the headwater of the Merrimack to be the outlet of Lake
Winnipesaukee at Aquadoctan (The Weirs). *%%¢

Sherman and Ince cut the name of Govemor Endicott, their own initials, and the date into a stone,
returned to the Commissioners, and on October 19, 1652, made a report as follows: "John Sherman and
Jonathan Ince on their oaths say that at Aquaedoctan the head of the Merrimack where it issues out of Lake
Winnapeeseakit, upon the first of August 1652, we observed, and by observation found, that the latitude of
the place was 43 degrees, 40 minutes, 12 seconds, besides those minutes which are to be allowed for the
three miles more north which run into the lake." The three miles north of Weirs goes out to the expanse of
lake between Bear Island and Meredith Neck. The east-west line from this northernmost point runs from
Portland, Me, in the East, to Lebanon, NH and beyond, in the West. Thus, Massachusetts was claiming a
large part of New Hampshire. The stone lay forgotten until 1833 when a laborer found a rock with "queer
marks" on it. This stone, Endicott Rock, is now protected near Weirs Beach. 35

By the mid-1600's there were settlements at Portsmouth, Dover, Hampton, and Exeter. These four
towns were in territory claimed by the Mason heirs. Unfortunately, when the early grants were issued no
form of government was established. When Mason died the settlers grabbed whatever they could and this
led to disputes with the Mason heirs. Exeter was founded in 1638 after John Wheelwright purchased land
from the Indians. Many of the settlers in the four towns were Puritans who came from Massachusetts, and
they felt more allegiance to Massachusetts than to New Hampshire. There were religious differences as well
as political, and disputes continued well into the 18th century. 27

The Masons were concemed about the inroads that Massachusetts was making in their territory, but

since John Mason and his heirs were mostly absentee 1andlords little could be done, especially during the .
Cromwell period. When Charles 11 resumed the throne in 1660, Robert Tufton Mason*, the grandson of

8
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John Mason petitioned the King setting forth the "unjust and illegal encroachments of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony over his property." Robert was a minor when he became the owner of the patent; he claimed that
agents took advantage of his youth and sold his "stock and effects” and put themselves under the
government of Massachusetts. The Attorney General in England reported that Mason had "a good and legal
right and title to the lands." Since the Crown had received a number of other complaints about
Massachusetts a Commission was appointed by the King to hear and settle the disputes. In 1664 the
Commission declared that the northern boundary of Massachusetts was an east-west line three miles north of
the mouth of the Merrimack, not as the General Court had declared, three miles north of the headwaters at
the outlet of Lake Winnipesaukee, a decision that Massachusetts rejected. Because no progress was being
made, Mason petitioned again in 1676. This time Massachusetts was asked to send agents to England to
answer Mason's complaints. Mason was primarily concerned about his title to the land included in the
original Mason grant, and his right to demand payment for land illegally seized in the four towns. The court
decided it was a matter between Mason and the tenants, and it had to be determined by local courts. 1-2.34

N *Robert T\ifton Mason was the son of Ann Mason Tufton, the daughter of John Mason. The terms of
John Mason's Will required Robert and his brother, John, who died early, to assume the name of Mason in
order to inherit. )

Provincial Period (1679-1761)

In 1679 the land claimed by Mason was established as the Province of New Hampshire, to be govermned
from England, and Mason's right to the territory was finally recognized. He was not allowed to collect back
rent, though owners of improved property were to pay six pence per pound of annual income to obtain title
to their land. The Massachusetts Bay Colony had to give up its claim to some of the property in the four
towns. Robert Mason died in 1688, and his sons John and Robert Mason sold their rights in 1690 to
Samuel Allen of London for 2,700 pounds. In 1691 Allen filed a suit against the inhabitants in possession of
the land he claimed to be his, but the verdict went against him, since there was some doubt whether John
and Robert Mason had a clear enough title to sell the territory to Allen. In 1702 Allen appealed to Queen
Anne against the Court for the right to be put in possession of all "waste land" and in 1703 the Attormey

General reported that Allen had a good title to the "waste lands," but it was necessary to determine the
territory considered "waste lands." 4

; On May 3, 1705, the inhabitants of the four towns at a General Meeting in Portsmouth resolved that
they had no claim to any part of the province outside the towns of Portsmouth, Hampton, Dover, and
Exeter, and the hamlets of New Castle and Kingston, and that Samuel Allen and his heirs might peaceably
hold and enjoy "the great waste"; they agreed to pay Allen 2,000 pounds upon receipt of Her Majesty's
confirmation of the agreement. The next day Samuel Allen died. His son, Thomas Allen, petitioned for a
right to the land but the Attorney General said "by the Plaintiff's death the writ of Error was abated and

could not be revived." Thomas appealed to the Queen but before the appeal was considered, Thomas died
leaving two infant sons. ¢

As already mentioned, New Hampshire was set apart as a separate province in 1679. It consisted largely
of land included in the Mason grant, which due to the failure of the Allens to acquire title, reverted to the
Masons. Although New Hampshire and Massachusetts were then separate provinces, they were overseen by
the same govemor until 1741. A Lieutenant Governor, who served under the authority of the Governor of
Massachusetts, was appointed to oversee New Hampshire. 2

During much of the colonial and provincial periods boundary disputes were long and bitter. The two
provinces were making grants of the same land in the disputed areas. The matter came to a head in the late
1720's when Massachusetts established a town west of the Merrimack near Concord. New Hampshire
responded by making overlapping grants. Houses were pulled down, there were fights and skirmishes. The

ng became concerned and in 1730 sent a message that "the affair of the line between this Province and the !
Massaf:husetts Bay Colony I think ought to be our first and especial care." He suggested the formation of a |
commission composed of "discreet and indifferent persons out of neighboring Colonies." A commission ‘
Was jointly selected, but there were delays in it getting underway, due to Massachusetts stalling. In 1731 Lt. ‘
Gov. Belcher wrote to the King praying that "New Hampshire may be no longer under the Governor of
Massachusetts Bay," and he pressed for a resolution of the "Divisional Lines." The Governor considered

assachusetts to be culpable and that they "have thrown unreasonable obstacles in the way of any
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settlement." New Hampshire insisted on a southern boundary from the mouth of the Merrimack, and in a
vote in the House of Representatives said they know nothing of "Indicotts tree as a bound mark between the
Provinces." %4¢#

‘While this was goining on, New Hampshire residents were concerned that John Mason, the grandson of
Robert Mason, was considering selling the Mason claim in New Hampshire to Massachusetts, since he had
sold territory between the Moerrimack and the Charles Rivers to the Bay Colony. In 1738 a group of
investors in Portsmouth signed an agreement with John Mason to purchase his claim, but they wanted the
border dispute to be resolved before proceeding with the purchase. The agent for the investors, John
Thomlinson, a merchant in London, who had also been delegated as a representative to the Crown on behalf
of New Hampshire in the boundary disputes, petitioned the Crown, playing on the growing power of the

Bay Colony, and proposing that the boundary line be drawn due west from the southerly curve of the
Merrimack. >47.8

Meanwhile in 1737 King George 1I had appointed a commission to settle the boundary problem. The
eastern boundary was easily determined, and in 1741 the King established the southern boundary to the
satisfaction of New Hampshire. He approved the line suggested by John Thomlinson, i.e., aline drawn due
west from a point three miles north of the southerly curve of the Merrimack. His Majesty also sent word that
he was "pleased to separate the Government of this province from Massachusetts Bay." 2489

With the border dispute resolved, the Mason patent was transferred on July 30, 1741 for a sum of 1500
pounds to the twelve Portsmouth investors, known since then as the Mason Proprietors. >4°

The western boundary was not established until much later. In 1764 New York, which was claiming the
land west of New Hampshire, obtained a royal order declaring the westem boundary of New Hampshire to
be the Connecticut River. 2

By the end of the seventeenth century settlements were spreading away from the coast. In 1722 a
blockhouse was built at Merrymeeting Bay (Alton Bay). The first town grant in the area of Lake
Winnipesaukee was for the town of Gilmanton in 1727. A royal grant, its charter was signed by Lt.
Governor John Wentworth, and it was later confirmed by the Masonian Proprietors in 1752. The territory
included present-day Gilford, Gilmanton, Belmont, and part of Laconia. The conditions of the Gilmanton
charter were that 70 dwelling houses were to be built within three years, but if there were Indian wars,
building could be delayed up to three years after the end of the wars. There were no permanent settlements
made in the area until 1761, thirty-four years after the charter was issued, because the region south of Lake
* Winnipesaukee was a rendezvous area for the "enemy's scouting parties.” In 1727 the extent of settlement in
New Hampshire was more or less on a line from Rochester to Concord to Hillsborough to Keene, and the
settlers along that boundary were continuously under attack by the Indians. %1012 : '

The Indians %13

At this point I should turn my attention to those inhabitants in the Lake District who were present before
the white settlers appeared on the scene. The tribes in New Hampshire were members of the Algonquin
culture. The Penacook tribe, which occupied the upper Merrimack Valley, was the biggest and most
powerful tribe in New Hampshire. In 1616 their chief, Passaconaway, formed a confederation of thirteen
tribes, or more appropriately, bands, since they were subordinate to the dominant tribe, the Penacooks.
Some of the bands of the Penacooks in the area were the Winnipesaukees at Aquadoctan, the Ossipees north
of Lake Winnipesaukee towards Lake Ossipee, the Pemigewassets in the Pemigewasset Valley, the
Souhegans and Nashuas (or Nepmucks) to the South, the Squamscotts near Exeter, and the Piscataquas in
the Piscataqua Valley.

The area around the Lake was very important to the Indians. The land was good for growing comn and
beans and the Lake was used for transportation in the summer and winter. A stone weir for catching fish
was built by the Indians at the outlet of the Lake, at Aquadoctan (The Weirs). Because there is relatively little
rising and falling of the water level at that point the weir remained in place for many years. (There is some
dispute whether the stone weir was built by the Indians or by white settlers; some scholars believe the
Indians constructed weirs from brush). The name of the Lake came from Algonquin words; "winne" -
beautiful, "nipi" - water, "kees" - high, “auke" - place, or "Beautiful water in a high place.”

The Indians had suffered two disasters shortly before the English settlers appeared on the scene. Early
10




in the seventeenth century the largest Penacook village near Concord was attacked by the Mohawks from
New York, with whom the Penacooks had had a long-standing feud. The Mohawks were repulsed but both
tribes suffered badly from the raid. Then from 1615-1620 the tribe was struck by a serious epidemic--the
nature of the disease is unknown, although it is conjectured to be diphtheria--which wiped out about one
third of the Algonquins in the area from the Narragansett to the Penobscot. (Fergguson's "History of Carroll
County" says that nine-tenths of the Indians were exterminated.) At any rate the Indians in the area were
very weakened when the white settlers arrived.

The arrival of the English was initially welcomed by the Indians. They liked the trade and were eager to |
acquire things such as guns, metal hooks, knives, pots, etc. They didn't feel threatened by the newcomers,
since the English mostly settled along the coast leaving the interior for the Penacooks. Until the end of the
seventeenth century the Indians in New Hampshire felt more threatened by the Mohawks than by the whites.
However, as the settlements of the English began to spread inland, more problems developed between them
and the Indians. The Indians in New Hampshire were relatively peaceful, especially those at the village of
Aquadoctan. Passaconaway submitted to English jurisdiction in 1642, and at the time of King Philip's War
in 1675 many of the Penacooks retreated to the north. However, the Lake region continued to be an
assembly area for Indians from throughout the region, and the hills provided good observation points. It
was not until after 1760 when the French and Indian wars had ended that the area was safe for settlement.

Town Settlement in the Lake District

The boundaries of the town of Gilmanton which was incorporated in 1727 were Lake Winnipesaukee on
the north, New Durham Gore (Alton Bay) on the east, Barnstead to the southeast, Canterbury on the
southwest and Winnipesaukee River and Bay to the west and northwest. The land was surveyed in 1731 by
Edward Gilman and lots were laid out in the southern part of the town. A blockhouse was built in the

“southeastern part of the town in 1736 and in that year approval was granted to build a blockhouse "at the
Wares" and to lay out lots fronting on the Merrimack River, running southeastward towards the Canterbury
line. The first dwelling was built in the first division in 1761 and the first town meeting was held in 1766.
By the time of the 1790 census the population of Gilmanton was 2,610, the second largest town in Strafford

County after Rochester. (Belknap and Carroll Counties were not split off from Strafford County until 1840.)
510,12 .

While settlement was getting underway in Gilmanton, other towns in the area were also being settled. In |
1748 the Masonian Proprietors issued a grant to Samuel Palmer and others in Meredith (known variously as |
Palmer's Town, New Salem, or Second Town); the town was incorporated as Meredith in 1768. In 1754 |
the Proprietors granted land in New Durham Gore to Clement March and others; the town of Alton was
incorporated in 1794. The Mason proprietors made a grant to Col. Jonathan Moulton in 1763, and in 1765
the town of Moultonborough was incorporated. Part of Moultonborough was split off in 1777 to form the
town of New Hampton, and in 1797 Centre Harbor split off from New Hampton and was incorporated as a
Separate town. John Tufton Mason received a grant in 1750 and the town of Tuftonboro was incorporated in
1795. Wolfboro was once a part of a town chartered in 1737 as Kingswood, which besides Wolfboro,
included Middleton, New Durham, New Durham Gore (Alton), and Wakefield. In 1759 a grant from the
Masonian Proprietors was issued to William Treadwell and others and in 1770 the town of Wolfboro was
Incorporated. Laconia (originally Meredith Bridge) was not established until 1855, when it was set off from
Meredith and incorporated as the town of Laconia. In 1876 Laconia annexed part of Gilford, and in 1893 it
acquired more of Gilford and became incorporated as a city. 510.11.13,15,16

Gilford and Governors Island

The first permanent settlers in the "Upper Parish," or "Gunstock Parish," of Gilmanton were James
¢s and Capt. Samuel Gilman in 1777. Capt. Gilman homesteaded near Lily Pond and James Ames
settled in what in 1962 was known as the William Watson Farm near Clay Bank. During the next 15-20 :
years many others followed, including Eleazer Davis who purchased Governors Island in 1799, at which ‘
time it was annexed to the town of Gilmanton, 51517 ’

. In 1811 a group of the settlers in the "Upper Parish" petitioned the selectmen of Gilmanton requesting
Incorporation for the part of Gilmanton "that lyeth on the northerly part of the eleventh range of hundred acre |
lots, from thence eastwardly in such direction as to follow the ridge of mountains to the Alton line,

Innipeseogee River to the said eleventh range including the islands in said pond belonging to
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Gilmanton..." The petition was forwarded to the Senate and House of Representatives of the State for a
session of the General Court convened on June 5, 1811. The incorporation was approved by the House and
Senate and signed by the Governor on June 16, 1812. ¥

The name of the town was originally planned to be Guilford, since the oldest and most famous
inhabitant, Capt. Samuel Mason, had fought in the Battle of Guilford, South Carolina, in the Revolutionary
War. However, the name of the town was spelled "Gilford" in the petition for incorporation, so Gilford it
became. 7

Govermnors Island was an important part of the "Upper Parish" even before incorporation of the town of
Gilford. It was included in the Gilmanton charter in 1727, but a condition of the grant was that "500 acres
and a houselot" was to be reserved for Governor Shute--then the governor of Massachusetts, and an "equal
reservation” for the Lt. Govemor, the first John Wentworth. Both lots were to be on the "southerly shore of
Winipeseokee Pond." At that time Governor Shute was in England and he never returned to New England.
Govermnors Island was reserved for the then Acting-Govemor John Wentworth at his request. The island
remained in its natural state until the second John Wentworth became Governor of New Hampshire in 1767.
This Governor John Wentworth ordered the first survey of the Lake and its islands to be made, made plans
for roads to be built, and started the first organized movement to encourage settlement in the region. He
received a grant of 1and on the northeasterly shore of the lake and a large reservation on the north shore of
Lake Wentworth; this grant was called Kingswood--later part of it became Wolfboro, 1317

The second John Wentworth applied for the transfer of the title of Governors Island, originally granted
to his grandfather, the first Governor John Wentworth. At that time the Masonian Proprietors claimed
possession of all of the islands in the Lake, but in 1772 it was determined that the first John did have a valid
title to the island, and the Proprietors passed a measure giving the second John clear possession of
Govermnors Island. However, John Wentworth was a royalist and in 1775 his property in New Hampshire
was confiscated and taken over by the State. Later it was transferred to Joshua Pierce, one of the fifteen
Masonian Proprietors, who sold it to Eleazer Davis in 1799. V7

Eleazer Davis's son, Nathaniel (Natt) Davis, had been in trouble in the South for killing a slave, so his
father put him to work clearing Govermors Island. He cleared the island, built a house, and started farming.
Sometime before 1820 he built a bridge to the mainland. Natt was a Millerite and in 1834 when the world
was to come to an end, the take-off point was 1o be Governors Island, known then as Davis Island. The
Island was later sold to Ike Morrill, who purchased it for $5,000. He used it as pasture for cows and piled
brush on the bridge to keep the cows on the island. In 1880 it was sold at a huge profit to Stillson Hutchins,
a politician and newspaper publisher. Hutchins built the "Mansion House," where he entertained Presidents
Grover Cleveland and Theodore Roosevelt. The Mansion House was leased to the German Embassy as a
summer retreat before World War I. It later became an inn, but burned down in 1934, 7

Lake Winnipesaukee and Its Islands

Lake Winnipesaukee occupies 72 square miles and is roughly 19 miles long and from 1 to 8 miles wide.
There are many bays--three sizable ones, Meredith Bay, Moultonborough Bay, and Alton Bay. It is reported
that there are 365 islands in the Lake, although throughout much of the history of the lake mention is
generally made of 267 islands. The lake has no inlet of any size, but it maintains its depth. The outlet of the
lake is through Paugus Bay, Lake Opechee, and Lake Winnisquam, into the Winnipesaukee River, which
runs into the Merrimack River at Franklin. The Lake district is normally a plain with three isolated mountain
ranges--the Belknaps, the Ossipees, and Red Hill. 1

Most of the grants around the Lake issued by the Masonian Proprietors included land only to the shore.
On December 3, 1750 the Proprietors voted that all of the islands in "Winnipissoke Pond" be divided among
the Proprietors in equal shares. A survey of the lake and its islands was ordered; the survey was done by
Walter Bryant and the map he prepared in 1761 is very crude. Nothing more was done about the division of
the islands until December 24, 1781, when at a meeting of the Proprietors the islands were divided among
the fifteen Proprietors by the drawing of lots. Each lot was assumed to include more or less the same
acreage. The larger islands were distributed to two or more Proprietors and smaller islands were combined
to make a lot. Jolly Island was a part of 1ot No. 9, drawn by John Rindge. A map, certified in 1818 to be a
“true Copy of the original plan of the Islands in Winipiseokee Pond" as "numbered and Coupled in 1st Plan
Dec. 24, 1781," is in the New Hampshire State Archives. I have a copy of the map which has notations in
the margin of later transactions concerning some of the islands. ¢
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The distribution of the islands in 1781 included only 35 of the larger islands, not including Governors
Island which had been given to John Wentworth in 1772. The Proprietors must have sold the remaining
islands before April 15, 1812, because on that date Samuel Abbott sold to Josiah Sawyer, as recorded in
Belknap records book 13, page 517, "a certain lot of islands in Winnepisogee Lake so called being the Forty
Islands and Witch so called together with all the islands in said lake that was not numbered in the original
plan of said lake." Throughout the nineteenth century there were several transfers of this group of islands
which had not been included in the 1781 distribution. On February 14, 1912 Fullerton Wells of New York
City acquired the unnumbered islands, excepting several islands in the Forties, and three other small islands-
-Dolly, Pig, and a small one near Bear that no longer existed because of the raising of the lake level when the
dam was built at Lakeport in 1852. Fullerton Wells's purchase consisted of 213 islands, which are shown
on a map prepared in 1912 and titled "Map of Property Owned by Fullerton Wells Lake Winnipesaukee,"
Fullerton Wells established The Lake Winnipesaukee Island Co., which proceeded to market and sell the
islands. A few were sold, but in some cases the company met resistance because persons occupying the
islands claimed they had already purchased the property, or they were squatters and felt they had the right to
remain where they were. A small number of sales were recorded in the files of Belknap and Carroll
Counties, including Dollar Island; by 1921 the Secretary of State considered The Winnipesaukee Island
Company dissolved. 18

After the Revolutionary War, when the pines no longer needed to be saved for the King, many of the
islands were bumed off to make them suitable for grazing. The larger islands were inhabited early in the
1800's and were used for farming and the raising of sheep and cattle. Cattle were brought to Cow Island,

In 1823 two brothers-in-law, John Brown and Robert Lamprey, visited Long Island. They liked it so
much that they applied for and received grants of land on the southern end of the island, and started farming.
The Brown family later built a dock along their waterfront looking out over the Broads, where many boats

stopped during the steamboat era. Joyce Chandler Borden, a resident of Jolly Island, is a descendant of the
Brown family.

Many of the islands were annexed to towns early. Govemnors island was annexed to Gilmanton in 1799
and in 1826 Gilford acquired six more islands. A tax receipt from the town of Gilford for payment of taxes
in }815 on Locke's Island, Mark Island, "ditto small island no. 9" (Mink?), and Timber Island would
indicate that those islands were already a part of Gilford before 1826, Stonedam and Bear Islands were
annexed to Meredith in 1799. Tuftonboro took on Cow Island in 1799, Little Bear, Whortleberry, Birch
(sic), and Farm Islands in 1858, and Sandy Island in 1863. Other islands were probably annexed to towns
early, but I have no records of them. 513 16 '

By the middle of the nineteenth century tourism was becoming popular in New Hampshire, including
the Lake region. This activity increased after the arrival of trains. The first train in New Hampshire was built
In 1837 between Nashua and Lowell, Massachusetts. By mid-century three trains served the Lake

Boston, Concord and Montreal Railroad to Lakeport, the Weirs, and later to Meredith. These trains

connected the Lake to Portland, Boston, and New York. A common route to the White Mountains in mid-

century was to take the train to Alton Bay or the Weirs, take a steamboat to Centre Harbor, and from there

£0 by stage to the White Mountains. A book, "Routes to the White Mountains and Lake Winnipeseogee,"

Written by George K. Snow and Silas W. Wilder in 1851, serves as a guide book to the two regions. They

write about the Lake--"its noble expansion, its mirrored shores, its beautiful islands, its distant views, and
¢ villages seated upon its margin, will afford pleasant enjoyment to thousands." 2

"Wlth the proliferation of steamboats after 1850, summer activity increased rapidly. The first steamer was
the "Belknap," launched in 1833 but wrecked in 1841 when it piled up on the rocks off Steamboat Island.
The first large steamboat to carry passengers was "The Lady of the Lake," which started service in 1849 and
Continued service until 1893. The "Mount Washington" ‘was launched in 1872 and provided passenger
Service around the Jake until 1939, when she caught fire and burned to the water while moored at the dock at
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The Weirs. By the end of the century there were many hotels around the Lake--Senter House at Centre
Harbor, Hotel Weirs, Kingswood Inn at Wolfeboro, Long Island House, Bear Island House, and probably
many more, bringing people from around New England and further points to visit the beautiful lake. My
mother, Sara Taudvin Wentworth, was one who traveled by train and steamer at the turn of the century to
tent-camp on Long Island, and I expect several of the ministers who settled Jolly Island had probably visited
the Lake before making the purchase of the island. By the end of the century farming and grazing were

being replaced by summer colonies, along the shores, on the necks--such as Meredith Neck, and the islands.
v 15, 16, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27

Jolly Island

Lot No. 9, which included Jolly Island, as well as Locke's, Round, Birch, and Mark (and probably
Mink since it was not included on the list of islands not numbered), was drawn by John Rindge. John
Rindge was the son of a John Rindge, who came t0 Portsmouth from Ipswich, in 1700. The first John
Rindge was a well-to-do merchant in Portsmouth. He was appointed as a Representative to the Crown
during the time of the boundary disputes, but since his business interests didn't make it possible for him to
stay in London for long, he delegated John Thomlinson to act on his behalf. He died in 1740, so the John
Rindge who was a Masonian Proprietor in 1781 has to be the son. At the time of the distribution Jolly Island
had no name, but was designated by its number and the acreage, No. 9, 28-1/4 A. (The acreage determined
in 1781 was clearly incorrect.) %2

Locke's Island was sold in 1817 to Thomas Thompson, and Round Island was sold to Samuel
Thompson in 1819. George Sanders bought Mark Island in 1823. In 1837 George Saunders of Gilford
offered to buy the remaining Lot 9 islands--Birch and Jolly--for $40, and two years later Mr. Davis of
Govemors Isiand offered $60 for the same two islands. I have not found evidence that the offers were
accepted, but on April 23, 1846, Joshua Winslow Pierce, a relative of John Rindge, sold Winborn A.
Sandbom "Foley Island so called in right No. 9. Jno Rindge Marked No. 9. 28-1/4 near the south end of
Bear Island.” #

Joshua Pierce's grandmother was Ann Rindge, a sister of John Rindge, the Masonian Proprietor.
Joshua was prominent in Portsmouth and it seems reasonable to believe that the property came to him,
possibly through the probate court. Joshua's wife was Emily Sheafe, whose mother was Anne Wentworth,
a niece of Governor John Wentworth, and she was also a descendant of John Rindge, through another sister
of John Rindge, the Masonian Proprietor. I hope that further research can clear up any uncertainties about
the ownerships of the property during the early part of the nineteenth century. B

Winborn A. Sandborn was a very interesting person. He was bom in 1810 and grew up on a farm in
Gilford. Throughout his lifetime he went from job to job but always came back to Winnipesaukee. For a
while he sailed on an East India trading vessel, but in 1833 he was back on the Lake as captain of the
"Belknap." After two years of that he decided to travel out West, but he returned and resumed command of
the "Belknap" for a few seasons. After a spell as a "country trader” in Alton Bay he went to Boston to study
machinery, and became an engineer on a harbor steamer. He was back in 1851 superintending the
construction of the "Dover," which was being built in Alton Bay, and became its first captain. He continued
to live at his farm in Gilford. He was one of the stockholders of the "Lady of the Lake" and in 1863 became
its captain. He left in 1869 to pursue interests in Florida, but in 1878 he returned and continued as captain of
the "Lady" until his death in Florida in February, 1882. In 1880 he conceived the idea of building a hotel at
The Weirs. A hotel was moved from Diamond Island, and enlarged. For a while it was known as Hotel
Sanbom, but most of the time it was known as Hotel Weirs. Winborn served several terms as a
Representative. He died in 1882. %263 :

The property was conveyed to Winbom's daughter, Ellen, whether at the time of his death or earlier still
needs to be determined. Ellen was married to Captain John S. Wadleigh, who became the commander of the
"Lady of the Lake" in 1885 and continued as such until the "Lady" was retired in 1893. Captain Wadleigh's
family was among the early pioneers in Meredith. He lived at The Weirs, 6%

What use was made of the island throughout these ownerships is uncertain. It is quite likely that it was
used for grazing as was common during the nineteenth century. The rocky terrain would appear t0
discourage farming.
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On October 27, 1891 Ellen Wadleigh sold J olly Island to Charles S. Davis. The rest of the story will be
told by those descendants of the nine families who settled on Jolly in 1892 and 1893, and by the other
newer families who have lived on the island for many years. I have enjoyed looking into the history of New
Hampshire and the Lake region, and as a result have found I have more ties to the island than I knew before,
because I discovered I have common ancestors with Joshua Pierce, his wife, Emily Sheafe Pierce, and
Winbom A. Sanborn. My only disappointment is that I didn't discover when and why the name Jolly!
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Chapter 2
WRITINGS BY EARLY ISLANDERS

The Jolly Island Centennial Committee has been very fortunate to acquire writings made during the early
years of life on Jolly Island. We have a report written by Augustus Holmes, a second-generation founder,
ten years after he began vacationing on Lake Winnipesaukee, and another report written in 1902 by Walter
Ela, the father-in-law of Augustus Holmes and a first-generation founder. Though life was very different in
those first ten years, after reading the reports of Augustus and Walter it is amazing how many of the things
our founders experienced are not much different from those we experience today. How many of us have
raced thunderstorms, enjoyed the sunset, relaxed by lounging in hammocks, taken moonlight trips on the
lake, enjoyed the social activities at the main wharf, and undergone the round of chores needed to keep life
moving smoothly--all things described in these early reports.

We also have the recollections of Josephine Bartholomew Ingalls, who came to J olly Island as a young
child in 1892. She wrote about the original owners and the carly days on Jolly. Katharine Fairman, a third-
generation member of the Bartholomew family and the oldest descendant of the original settlers who still
visits Jolly Island, has contributed her recollections of the settlers and their families in a section titled, "As I
Remember It...." '

JOLLY ISLAND LIFE
by Augustus Holmes (1861-1947)

1939  Augustus and Susan Holmes

. Fpr en successive years we have passed our vacation upon an island in the centre of Lake

Innipesaukee. The first three years we hired a cottage and as each year ended we felt an irresistible longing

1o be in the old Place like the weird music of Pied Piper's strains. Not to be resisted we concluded to locate
Permanently,

whi A party of us consisting of nine families purchased an island of forty-five acres, called Jolly Island,
th Ich was divided among the nine families, with certain restrictions, the most important of which were that
€re should be only one cottage built on each and that there should be one common lot upon the island

I ~ h ) -
€served for common service, such as Sunday School, preaching services, etc.

Before that time we had camped out in regular camping style, bringing all our canned goods from
17
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1908 Religious Services

1899 Holmes Catboat o
away stands out alone in its isolation, while peak after péak, range after range meets the eye, like the
undulations of the waves of the sea. It is a wonderful view of lake and mountain scenery.

After Iunch we relubtantly turned our feet homeward, we reached the foot of the mountain at four or
half-past. A fresh wind was blowing, and we hoisted the sail greatly to my mother-in-law's fear, and we
almost flew over the waves home, with lasting impressions of the beauty and grandeur of the lake and
mountains.

(A trip up Mt. Ossipee has been omitted.)

Sundays we usually had Sunday School. We met at the cottages, but as our members amount to about
seventy, it was difficult to find accommodations. So this year we have rustic seats, the regular old-fashioned
camp-meeting style, seating about one hundred and fifty, in the common lot at the center of the Island. In the
evening we meet to have a sing. All of our boats gather together on the lake and are fastened, so we are as
one boat.

The lake is about six hundred feet above sea level, and one of the charms is that the air is so dry there is
no danger of catching cold. One can sit out in the evening without any covering with perfect immunity, the
children can tumble into the water and no cold will result, and there is another charm which those who haunt
the seashore for their rest have often longed for and vainly sought - there are no mosquitoes. You can sit out
of an evening without being annoyed by these insects that take the edge off every enjoyment. There are so
many little excursions in and out among the islands, the shades upon the mountains ever changing. In our
itfle boat we can thread narrow channels and come upon such picturesque and charming scenes as shall fill
the memory with pictures that will live for years in our imagination.

There is one aspect of this lake that the lover of nature must not ignore. There is a fascination of
moonlight trips upon the water, and whether you are in a boat by yourself or one of a party on a barge or
steamboat, the sounds of revelry by night fill the air with wild merriment. There is a fascination at this hour
for most persons, in which there is a kind of supreme contentment. There is nothing like it for making
impression upon the soul and so we always plan to go upon the full of the moon, and this year we hired the
little steamer and we thread among the islands by moonlight until full twelve o'clock, children and all. Wwe
allowed them to sleep out in the open air knowing full well they could sleep in perfect safety. On such a
moonlight night as this Whittier wrote these lines:

"Yon mountain's side is black with night,
While broad-orbed, over its gleaming crown
The moon slow rounding into sight,

On the hushed sea looks down.
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The vague vast grouping of a dream,
They stretch into the solemn night,”

How start to light the Clustering isles,
Each silver hemmed how sharply show
The shadows of their rocky piles,
And tree tops in the waves below,

How far and Strange the mountains seem
Dim looming through the pale, stil] light

while
are losing labor by sweeping twice. They insist upon sweeping and
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VACATION EXPERIENCES
by Walter Ela (1833-1914)

#
]

Three Fishermen
John Arnold, Walter Ela, Gus Holmes

Experience I. Something of a hustle to complete packing and be ready for Mr. Bailey's team at 7:30
o'clock on the morming of Aug. 4, 1902.

Ex. 2. A comfortable ride to Boston, where I arrive at ten o'clock.

Ex. 3. Another hustle to do errands and be ready for dinner at 11:30, where we met two friends from
Colorado, one of whom was a fellow camper 13 years ago.

Ex. 4. Meeting with daughters and grandchildren at North Union Station at 1:15, then a 3-1/4 hours'
ride on the cars to Weirs, N.H.

Ex. 5. A pleasant 1/2-hour ride on the steamer Eagle to Jolly Island, where we arrived at 5:30, and
found our cottage open and well aired by the kindness of a friend who preceded us. About the cottage we
found everything as we had left it 11 months before, except that the trees and bushes had perceptibly grown,
and the grass which we had left trampled beyond all hope of revival was in appearance as though it had
never met with opposition.

In a short time we were settled as though we had been there for months. Then commenced the round of
camp life, so regular that a record of the doings of successive days would be monotonous, yet so varied in
detail that we never thought of monotony. :

The hour of rising in the moming varied according to the inclinations of the various members of the
family, but generally ranged between the hours of 4:30 and 8:30 a.m.

I am often asked what we find to do there to take up our time. The question we ask is, "How shall we
find time to do the many things that we want to do?" My son-in-law and myself have three or four ladies 10
wait upon, no small task in itself, as the married men present can well understand. There was wood to be
prepared for next year's use; there were stones to be removed to give a softer landing place to one falling
from a hammock; there was a pump to be installed, and a hundred feet of pipe to be laid to the lake, so as 10
bring abundance of water into the cottage; there was a break-water to be prepared so as to give our boats a
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safe harbor in rough weather; there was the clearing out of under-brush, to enlarge the prospect in the rear of
the cottage; there were rowing and sailing excursions to other islands for berries or fresh vegetables; and
more attractive than all these, there lay the broad lake, a constant invitation to fishing; though in this case the
oft debated question, "Does anticipation furnish more enjoyment than realization?" had to be decided in
every instance in the affirmative, as either because of the cool weather and the abundance of rain, or the
unusually high water in the lake, or some other unknown cause, the fish showed a strange disregard for
even the most tempting bait. There was but one exception to this within my knowledge. One of our fellow-
campers went out one afternoon and in less than two hours caught with a trolling spoon four bass which in
the aggregate weighed more than twelve pounds. The largest one weighed six pounds and the next in size
four pounds.

One of the interesting incidents of my vacation was a race with a thunder shower. We had heard of a
spot, about four miles from our cottage, where perch of a large size were to be caught almost any time; and
an old resident on the mainland nearby had promised to point out the spot to us. So one afternoon a party of
four of us started out with high hopes of bringing back with us fish enough to last our family for a week.
We had gone about half the distance when we noticed clouds gathering over the mountains at the north of
us. There were three of us rowing leisurely - for there was no wind for sailing. We soon noticed that the
clouds were spreading and drawing nearer towards us; then we began to speculate as to whether they would
spread out so as to reach us. Soon we saw that rain was falling at the upper end of the lake; then our cottage
was reached by it. The race was now on, and it was a question whether we could reach a friendly
boathouse, a mile away, before the shower would reach us. Our boat impelled by three pairs of oars, was
passing through the water at a rapid rate, but the rain was coming on the wings of the wind. The outcome
reminded me of the experience of the farmer’s fast colt. The farmer said that one day chain-lightming chased
the colt round the lot three times, and the last time the lightning rather gained on the colt. So the shower

-gained on and even overtook us a few rods from the boathouse, but we reached it so speedily that we were
not wet so much on the outside by the rain as on the inside by perspiration. The shower was of short
duration, and after it was over a deputation was sent to our friendly farmer to ascertain the exact spot where
the mammoth perch were eagerly waiting to be caught. The farmer was busy caring for his hay, which had
been wet by the shower with which we had the race, and could not leave. He however gave directions by
which the exact spot might be found. But these directions were delusive; for after reaching the supposed
spot not even the most tempting bait could induce a single nibble. After many futile attempts to attract the

. attention of these denizens of the deep, the aid of the farmer was again sought. This time he was induced to
accompany us, and after rowing about a mile, and feeling about for some time by the medium of a piece of
iron attached to a long line, he at last informed us that he had found the desired ledge, at a depth of about
fifty feet. Anchor ropes were spliced and anchors were thrown out. Tempting baits were impaled on our
hooks and they followed the anchors to the bottom. Soon a magnificent perch was landed in the boat. But
now the day was far spent, and as these fish will only take the bait by daylight, only a few young and
reckless fish could be induced to bite. So winding up our lines, and pulling in our anchor, a favoring breeze
took us home with little effort on our part, having as the result of the expedition an exciting race, a fine sail,

a lot of experience, and one large perch to show what we might have obtained under more favorable
circumstances. :

One of the experiences which lingers most pleasantly in my memory occurred one Sunday evening in
connection with our vesper service. About fifteen boats, containing about seventy-five people, were moored
together a little way offshore to the north of our island for our evening service of praise and prayer. The sun,
Whlqh was near its setting, was hidden behind thin clouds which it illumined with crimson and purple tints
of vivid hues. Turning to the east we saw there the reflections of the western clouds in almost equal
brilliancy. The singing passed; all eyes were tumned to the skies, and as we gazed a [words obliterated -
Per_haps arainbow?] above the eastern clouds, though so far no rain was falling. After watching this scene a
while in silence a voice started the hymn, "The heavens declare thy glory, Lord," in which all joined in
Subdued tones, a tender prayer was offered, the boats were unmoored from each other and quietly took their
Ways to their respective landings, while all hearts were responsive to the hymn:

"Day is dying in the west; Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts,
Heaven is touching earth with rest; Heaven and earth are full of Thee. |
Wait and worship while the night Heaven and earth are praising Thee, |
Sets her evening lamps alight O Lord most high."
Through all the sky.
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A Winter Trip to Jolly Island

January 27, 1931
by Augustus Holmes (1861-1947)

1940 Winter Walter Holmes' Car
Tied up at Holmes' Dock

Twenty years ago, Dear Friends, The fire on hearth was lighted
Upon this very date Yes, wood was freely used
Unto our Isle of Eden And by its warm and glowing blaze
Did we a journey take - We sat and talked and mused.
A covered old time mail sleigh The night grew cold and windy
Brought us to Jolly shore But what cared we for that
Slick navigating on the lake Blankets there were a plenty
: We'd never done before. And for each foot a flat -
i The snow shovel, where is it With morning came a snowstorm
| Cried Gustus as he sought Then sunshine and a blow
Said wife, we never had one : The man was late in coming
Said she, one must be bought. 4 We feared we could not go.
The walk around the island The ride back to the mainland
With foot tracks round each camp Was cold yet funny too
Looked to our keen-eyed agent The Madonna face of Gustus
To be a robber tramp. - Was all of him in view.
That winter trip to Jolly

Will aye fond memories bring
But truly let me tell you
We'd rather go in Spring.
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